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Being A Good Neighbor 
In Rev. Keith Haney’s blog post “Racial Healing Begins with Recognizing Our Neighbor” (June 5, 2020) he quotes Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.: 

“The first question which the priest and the Levite asked was: ‘If I stop to help this man, what will happen to me?’ 
But…the good Samaritan reversed the question: ‘If I do not stop to help this man, what will happen to him?” 

This quote is an application of the parable of the Good Samaritan to the civil rights movement in Dr. King’s day. Jesus’ 
parable also speaks to our current situation in America and the world. Not only does this have application for the recent 
racial tension but also to the situation we find ourselves in with the world-wide pandemic. 

Who is my neighbor?  

This question was asked by a Jewish expert of the law of Jesus in Luke 10 (verses 25-37) and how it is answered affects 
how we live out our lives. Jesus uses the parable of the Good Samaritan to reframe our thinking of “neighbor”. When 
we think neighbor, we often think about the people immediately close to us, who are similar to us, who we associate 
with most often. We also, often unconsciously, spend our time with people who will benefit us the most.  

But Jesus, through the parable, changes the definition of neighbor from someone near us to someone with whom we can 
show mercy. In the parable the Priest and Levite, pass by the man who is left for dead. We are not told why but our mind 
immediately fills in the possible reasons – they are in a hurry, it is not their problem, they fear for their own life, etc. 
Then a Samaritan comes by and helps the person. Here Jesus does give a reason, he had compassion. And when asked 
who was a neighbor, the answer is, the one who showed mercy. This parable requires not only a change in our thinking 
but a change in our actions. “You go, and do likewise” (Luke 10:37) is a call to action. 

What does this mean? 

• To heal the racial inequalities, hostilities and unrest requires all of us to “show mercy.” To have compassion for 
others and then to act on it to bring healing. To change our thinking that is often focused on ourselves and to 
think of the “interests of others.” (Philippians 2:4) And then take action! “You go and do likewise.” Please read 
both of these articles for more thoughts on racial healing: https://blog.cph.org/serve/the-nations-cry-for-
peace-and-justice and https://blog.cph.org/serve/racial-healing-begins-with-recognizing-our-neighbor 

• During the “stay at home” orders because of the spread of COVID-19, I believe we have been given an 
unprecedented opportunity to be the neighbor Jesus speaks of in this parable. We need to change our thinking 
from our own interests (what have I lost, how can I get back to “normal,” why do I have to obey these harsh 
shut-down regulations, etc.) to having compassion on others. And then take action on that compassion – “You 
go and do likewise.” Instead of, “when can I get back to church,” let’s change it to “let me be Your church, 
right where I am.” Don’t waste this opportunity to make an impact for Christ 
in your neighborhood by showing mercy. 

 
Be safe.  Be wise.  Be patient.  Be gracious. 

Be humble enough to “consider the interests of others.”   
Philippians 2:1-11 

 
Office Hours: 8:00 am-3:00 p.m. 6950 Ward Road 
Worship:  Sundays at 9:00 AM North Tonawanda, NY  14120 

Wednesdays at 7:00 PM churchoffice@stjohnnt.com  (716) 693-9677 
www.stjohnnt.com    www.facebook.com/stjohnnt 
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Phone:  716-693-9677 (voicemail) Messages will be checked regularly. 
 option 2: Church    option 7: Pastor Mike 
Email:  churchoffice@stjohnnt.com or pastormike@stjohnnt.com 
 These accounts are checked regularly. 
Website:  www.stjohnnt.com  
Email Newsletter: We send out information related to St. John by 
email regularly. Sign up at our website or contact the Church Office. 
Offerings/Donations:  Mailed to St. John or Give Online at our website  

Streaming Video: Worship services are available at: facebook.com/stjohnnt/live 
You can watch live or view the video at another time. We also post the videos on our website at 
stjohnnt.com/worship. While we do our best to maintain live videos of worship sometimes we run 
into technical difficulties or things out of our control. If you are having trouble viewing a worship 
service, please let us know, it helps us improve our online ministry. 

Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnnt  See ongoing activities at the School and Church. 
 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN 
June 7 - 13   

No in person/large group activities until further notice 
Worship is live streamed and recorded at facebook.com/stjohnnt/live 

 
GIVING REPORT  Reminder: You can mail in your contributions anytime.  
 

Weekly Contributions Received: Thank you for your contribution! 
May 10:    $3,715 
May 17:    $2,850 
May 24:    $2,815 
May 31:    $2,204 
*These reflect only the amount collected for each week and not the budget goals or variety of frequency of giving. 

 
ONLINE GIVING AVAILABLE 

We now offer a way for you to give online. It is simple, convenient and safe. You can make a one 
time gift or set up an ongoing contribution to St. John. Go to stjohnnt.com and click on “Give 
Online,” follow the directions to set up your account TODAY. Not only can you donate to St. John 
you can pay school tuition, give to the Building Fund or give to the Financial Aid Donation which 
helps families with tuition cost at St. John School. Setting up an account also allows you to track your 
giving history and change/update your information anytime. Give+ can also be used as an app on 
Apple iPhones or Google Android phones 
 

CHURCH AND SCHOOL NEWS 
Online Worship: We have learned a lot about doing worship online in these past few months and we 

know we have a lot more to learn. This is for sure – we will continue to offer online worship 
and will strive to make it better. We have already seen how online worship has expanded our 
ministry at St John. But we have also learned that it will take more people to help run online 
worship and make it better. Do you or someone you know have an interest in helping with our 
online worship (and in person too) in the areas of: producing the slides for leading worship, 
running the sound and video equipment each week, and finding new ways to engage with people 
online through our streaming worship? Please contact Pastor Mike at 
pastormike@stjohnnt.com. 

mailto:churchoffice@stjohnnt.com
mailto:pastormike@stjohnnt.com
http://www.stjohnnt.com/
http://www.facebook.com/stjohnnt/live
https://www.stjohnnt.com/worship
http://www.facebook.com/stjohnnt
http://www.facebook.com/stjohnnt/live
https://www.stjohnnt.com/
mailto:pastormike@stjohnnt.com?subject=Online%20Worship
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Re-Open Survey: Thank you to all who participated in our Re-Open Survey, your input is greatly 
appreciated. Thank you for your patience as we plan for a safe and meaningful return to in-
person worship and activities at St. John. We are working on plans for resuming in-person 
worship as soon as we can, with safety measures in place. We also are looking into possible 
outdoor worship as well. We ask for your patience in this process. 

 

VIRTUAL Vacation Bible School July 13-24, 2020 
“Rocky Railway – Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through.”  A Virtual VBS modified for 

an ONLINE experience. What does this mean? 
• VBS will take place online and not onsite for the comfort and safety of all 

participants. 

• We have spread VBS over two weeks meeting on Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday creating a 6-day experience. 

• Each day will have a LIVE stream opening at 9 am and LIVE stream closing 
at 11 am. 

• Each child will receive a kit with all they need for the 6-day experience. 

• Each day you will receive an email with guided activities through pre-recorded videos and using the 
items from the kit. Enjoy each activity  

• On the final day we will do a LIVE Zoom meeting allowing all the children to interact and share their 
experience together! 

• Online registration only opens Monday, May 25 and will close Friday, July 3. stjohnnt.com/vbs2020 

• We still need Volunteers!!!! Contact Bekah Borgstede or volunteer through the online registration. 

Director– Rebekah Borgstede, (bekahborgs@gmail.com). 
 

 
Food Pantry: 

Collections are scheduled for the 3rd Sunday of every month.   The Food Pantry will remain open as long as 
possible during the pandemic. Most-needed items:  quick meals, rice, pancake mix/syrup, canned fruit, cereal, 
oatmeal, jello, jelly, peanut butter, peas, personal care items/toiletries, soup, spaghetti sauce, ramen noodle soups (in 
cellophane).  Monetary donations are also appreciated.  Anyone needing food assistance can come to the Pantry 
once a month.  They are located at 100 Ridge Street, N. Tonawanda and are open Monday-Friday from 10 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.  If possible, we ask that donated items be brought directly to the Food Pantry during this 
pandemic.  The Food Pantry is located at the far right end past the Sports Plex complex.  A garage is in the back to 
accept donations.  

 
 

FUNDRAISERS 
• Scrip Cards are available for sale after our Sunday services.   Cards can be ordered (see the list of all 
participating businesses in the rack to the left of the table in the narthex; some cards are also available in the 
office).  Order deadline is the 15th of each month. Contact the Office and leave a message if you are 
interested in purchasing a script card. We will get back to you as soon as we can. 

• Gotsneakers.com:  PLEASE NOTE THE CAMPAIGN HAS BEEN SUSPENDED UNTIL THE 
NEXT SCHOOL YEAR.  Please save your donations and bring them when the large gathering ban is 
lifted.  Thank you for continuing to support this project. 

• Remember our on-going School fundraisers:  TopsMarkets.com/Education: register your Tops 
BonusPlus card and select St. John Lutheran School.  Amazon Smile: Amazon will donate a portion of the 
price of your purchases to St. John Lutheran by using the link:  https://smile.amazon.com/ch/16-0844810 

https://stjohnnt.360unite.com/vbs2020
https://stjohnnt.360unite.com/vbs2020
mailto:bekahborgs@gmail.com?subject=VBS%202020
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IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 
 

If you would like a prayer added to this list (or a change) please contact the Church Office 
716-693-9677, option 2 or churchoffice@stjohnnt.com 

Private prayers – leave a voicemail at 716-693-9677, option 7 or pastormike@stjohnnt.com 
 
Short-Term Prayers 
• Estella Bullwinkle – Hospitalized 
• Allene Horack – In rehab at Lockport Rehab and Health Care Center 
•  Dennis Kelly – Undergoing tests for unknown health issues 
• Kerry Warner – Recovering from surgery 
• Ron Kroening – Ongoing health issues 
• JoAnn Durick – Ongoing health issues 
• Pat Barber – Broken elbow, shoulder, compressed fracture in back 
• Frank Wendt – Health issues 
• Janet Herman – Testing at Roswell 
• Rosemary Siegmann – For ongoing healing at home 
• Anita Garito – Health issues 
• Don Proefrock – Health issues  
• Marty Darlak – At home 
o Larry Siegmann – Health issues 
o Adam Rozelle (Son of Pastor and Angie Rozelle) – Recovering from a serious bicycle accident. 
o Profé Maria (Spanish Teacher at St. John) - Dealing with ongoing health issues. 
o  Elena Galvano (Daughter of Terra and Anthony) - Born premature on March 29, at home. 
o  Tom Guilford (Nephew of Winston Moeller) – Diagnosed and beginning cancer treatment 
o  Carol (Sister of Mary Salefske) – Caring for husband with Alzheimers 
o    Gertrude Hamilton (Sister of Anita Garito) – Hospitalized last week 
o Claudette Lemieux (Daughter of Marty Darlak) – Health issues and further testing 
o Chris O’Lay (Friend of Estella Bullwinkle) – Recovering at home 
o Camille – Cancer diagnosis 
o Della Williams (Aunt of Jackie Johnston) – Health concerns 
o Gail Gadomski – General health 
o Jim Garito 
o Prayers for the lost, that they may hear the Word 
o For families who have been impacted by a diagnosis of COVID-19 
o For all workers on the frontline of dealing with this pandemic 

 
Long Term Prayers 
  Fred Scherrer, Richard Siegmann, Bill Andrees, Jan Meissner, Allene Horack, Clarice Poerschke,  
 Jay Siegman, Menerva Calvaneso, Pat Barber, Wayne Herman, Elsbeth Kaus, Doris Wollaber,  
 Vilma Green, Estella and Taylor Bullwinkle, Paul Greinert, Ken Musall, Owen Arizmendi,  
 Kim Snell, Genevieve Jakubek, Mary June Bartlett, Amy Poland, Olive Bester, Carl Myers  
 
In the U.S. Military 
  Rick Skorik, David Hoppe, Stephen Marshall 
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