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St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 16, 2018 

 

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8:00am-4:00pm 6950 Ward Road 
churchoffice@stjohnnt.com North Tonawanda, NY  14120 
www.stjohnnt.com (716) 693-9677 
 

We are glad to have you worship with us today. We ask members and guests to fill out the Connection 
Card, in the worship folder, letting us know you were here, who attended the Lord’s Supper, and/or your 
ministry needs. 
 

To our visitors: The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. John in the confession that not only bread and wine, 
but Jesus Christ’s very body and blood are given to us to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of our sins and 
to strengthen our faith in Him and our union with one another. Our Lord invites to His table all those who 
believe His words, repent of all sin, and set aside all refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, 
that they may show forth His death until He comes. If this is your first time at St John or have not been 
instructed about the Lord’s Supper we ask that you speak to the Pastor before communing with us. 
For those who wish to take communion in their pew, please notify an usher or elder, and be seated on 
the center aisle at the end of any pew. We offer either individual or common cup for the wine. 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND GREETING                    Please take a moment to fill out the Connection Card 
 

OPENING PRAYER & INVOCATION 
P We gather in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
 C Amen. 

 

HYMN:   “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY” LSB 507 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 116:1–2 
P I love the Lord, because He has heard 
C my voice and my pleas for mercy. 
P Because He inclined His ear to me, 
C therefore I will call on Him as long as I live. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 116:4–5, 8–9 

C Then I called on the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I pray, deliver my soul!” Gracious 
is the Lord, and righteous; our God is merciful. 

P Since we are gathered to our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned 
in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Together as His people, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God our heavenly 
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner. 

C For You have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from 
stumbling; I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living. Almighty God, have 
mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

KYRIE Mark 10:47  LSB 204 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29  LSB 204 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray together, 
C Lord Jesus Christ, at times we fear that You are far away from us. Forgive us for 

doubting Your presence, and give us confidence that our redeemer and vindicator 
is always near; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 50:4-10 

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of those 
who are taught, that I may know how to sustain 
with a word him who is weary. Morning by 
morning he awakens; he awakens my ear to hear 
as those who are taught. The Lord GOD has 
opened my ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned 
not backward. I gave my back to those who 
strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the 
beard; I hid not my face from disgrace and 
spitting. But the Lord GOD helps me; therefore I 
have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my 

face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put 
to shame. He who vindicates me is near. Who 
will contend with me? Let us stand up together. 
Who is my adversary? Let him come near to me. 
Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; who will 
declare me guilty? Behold, all of them will wear 
out like a garment; the moth will eat them up. 
Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the 
voice of his servant? Let him who walks in 
darkness and has no light trust in the name of the 
LORD and rely on his God. 

 L   This is the Word of the Lord.    C   Thanks be to God! 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING James 3:1-12 
 Not many of you should become teachers, 
my brothers, for you know that we who teach 
will be judged with greater strictness. For we all 
stumble in many ways, and if anyone does not 
stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able 
also to bridle his whole body. If we put bits into 
the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we 

guide their whole bodies as well. Look at the 
ships also: though they are so large and are 
driven by strong winds, they are guided by a 
very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot 
directs. So also the tongue is a small member, 
yet it boasts of great things. 
 How great a forest is set ablaze by such a 
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small fire! And the tongue is a fire, a world of 
unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our 
members, staining the whole body, setting on 
fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by 
hell. For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile 
and sea creature, can be tamed and has been 
tamed by mankind, but no human being can tame 
the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly 
poison. With it we bless our Lord and Father, 

and with it we curse people who are made in the 
likeness of God. From the same mouth come 
blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things 
ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from 
the same opening both fresh and salt water? Can 
a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a 
grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond 
yield fresh water. 

 

 L   This is the Word of the Lord.    C   Thanks be to God! 
 

GOSPEL READING Mark 9:14-29 
 When they came to the disciples, they saw a 
great crowd around them, and scribes arguing 
with them. And immediately all the crowd, when 
they saw him, were greatly amazed and ran up to 
[Jesus] and greeted him. And he asked them, 
“What are you arguing about with them?” And 
someone from the crowd answered him, 
“Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a 
spirit that makes him mute. And whenever it 
seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams 
and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I 
asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were 
not able.” And he answered them, “O faithless 
generation, how long am I to be with you? How 
long am I to bear with you? Bring him to me.” 
And they brought the boy to him. And when the 
spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, 
and he fell on the ground and rolled about, 
foaming at the mouth. And Jesus asked his 
father, “How long has this been happening to 

him?” And he said, “From childhood. And it has 
often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy 
him. But if you can do anything, have 
compassion on us and help us.” And Jesus said 
to him, “If you can! All things are possible for 
one who believes.” Immediately the father of the 
child cried out and said, “I believe; help my 
unbelief!” And when Jesus saw that a crowd 
came running together, he rebuked the unclean 
spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I 
command you, come out of him and never enter 
him again.” And after crying out and convulsing 
him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a 
corpse, so that most of them said, “He is dead.” 
But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him 
up, and he arose. And when he had entered the 
house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why 
could we not cast it out?” And he said to them, 
“This kind cannot be driven out by anything but 
prayer.” 

 

 P   This is the Gospel of our Lord.    C   Praise to You, O Christ! 
 

NICENE CREED 
C  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men 
and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of 
the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come 
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who 
spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
HYMN:   “WE ALL BELIEVE IN ONE TRUE GOD” LSB 953 

 

 

 
 
SERMON:    “I Believe, Help My Unbelief” see insert sheet 
 
OFFERING Using our God-given resources to connect people to Jesus. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
PREPARATION FOR THE LORD'S SUPPER 2 Timothy 4:22 Colossians 3:1 Psalm 136 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P Glorious Father in heaven, we, Your children, who are filled with Your Spirit and 

guided by Your Word of truth, lift Your name on high and sing Your praises this day. 
You have redeemed us from hell, death, and the devil through the sacrifice of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. As Your forgiven children, we come to Your throne of grace to 
receive the gift You provide for us, the true body and blood of our Savior. Nurture our 
faith in Christ as we stand united as one holy people, lifting our voice and singing: 
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SANCTUS - HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD'S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 1 Corinthians 11:23-25; Matthew 26:26-28 

 
PEACE OF THE LORD - Pax Domini John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

AGNUS DEI - LAMB OF GOD John 1:29  LSB 210 
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DISTRIBUTION 
HYMN:    “TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE” LSB 783 
HYMN:    “HOW GREAT THOU ART” LSB 801 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS - SONG OF SIMEON Luke 2:29–32  LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 

to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 
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HYMN:   “JUST AS I AM, WITHOUT ONE PLEA” LSB 570 

 

 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

POSTLUDE 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, 
Quarter 3. Copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

SERVING TODAY/NEXT WEEK 
Liturgist/Preacher:  Rev. Michael Borgstede  Organist:  Doreen Sutherland 
Elders:    Herb Meissner, Andrew Johnston 
Acolyte:    Madison Siegmann  Next Sunday: Rita Argo  
Reader:    Frank Wendt   Next Sunday: Herb Meissner 
Counting Team:   Bill Nelson, Marv Werth, Bev Harder, Lorrie Weir, Randy DeVantier 
Next Week:   Winston Moeller, Lori Argo, Leona Schroeder, Don Schroeder,  
    Lynn Willis 
Altar Guild for September: Anita Garito, Mary Salefske 
Lawn Mowing:   Ken Musall, Matt Scive  

 


