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OLD TESTAMENT READING
Zephaniah 3:16-20
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak. The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing. I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, so that you will no longer suffer reproach. Behold, at that time I will deal with all your oppressors. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you in, at the time when I gather you together; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,” says the Lord.
L
This is the Word of the Lord.

C  Thanks be to God.
NEW TESTAMENT READING
2 Corinthians 9:8-12
And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. As it is written, “He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of this service is not only sup-plying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God.
L
This is the Word of the Lord.

C  Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL READING
John 1:1-16
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.
P
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C  Praise to You, O Christ.
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Sermon: “God Shed His Grace On Thee”
September 2, 2018
We observe Labor Day to remember that our work (job, school, home, etc) is done not only for ourselves but for our community. Labor Day also reminds us of the grace we have been given by our God to live in a land of freedom, and the grace shed on us to receive freedom from our sin. We are blessed by our God and thankful for the work/labor we have been given to do for our neighbor.
Message Notes

Summary

	Main Points:



	Bible Passages:


	What can I apply to my life?
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Daily Bible Verse & Thoughts take 5 minutes each day to be in God’s Word

Monday: “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:58, ESV) 
· Labor Day – how can your “labor” be a way to give glory to God?
Tuesday: “For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.” (Colossians 1:19–20, ESV)
· Christ’s “labor” was to ultimately shed His blood (give His life for us). How do you find peace knowing Jesus’ labor for you?
Wednesday: [Jesus said,]“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.” (Matthew 13:45–46, ESV) 
· Do you know that you are the pearl that Jesus sold all to buy? You are valuable to God!
Thursday: “Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:4–5, ESV) 
· This famous passage predicts the “labor” of Christ to come. What part really grabs your attention about Jesus?
Friday: “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.” (1 Peter 2:24, ESV) 
· How has God’s healing affected you today?
Saturday: “knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.” (1 Peter 1:18–19, ESV) 
· “Making a living” is often reduced to how much money we make – but how can we expand our idea of labor/work to be so much more than “gold or silver”?
Conversation with others

· How can our daily “labor” (work, school, home, community) but used to give glory to God? What would happen if we viewed our daily work as not just a “job” but as a mission from God?
Food for Thought ideas/suggestions

· Check out this web page showing how our daily work is all part of God’s design for our lives: www.theologyofwork.org/resources/what-does-the-bible-say-about-work
Note: this reference is provided as a point of thought and discussion and does not represent an endorsement or official acceptance of all views and opinions expressed by this website.
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Match the name of each Bible person
| : with his or her occupation. H

1. Nehemiah A. soldier

2. Luke B. carpenter
3. Demetrius C. cupbearer
4, Matthew D. clothseller
5. Lydia E. fisherman
6. Joseph F. shepherd
/. Paul G. tax collector
8. Cornelius H. tailor

9. Tabitha |. silversmith
10. Amos J. priest

11. Eli K. tentmaker
12. Peter L. physician
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