
 

April 15, 2018 

Sermon:  A Lesson from a Leaping Man Acts 3:[8-10]11-21 

Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, we confess in the Creed, “I believe in the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come.” This is amazing and should fill each day with hope and joy! But does it? 
We have learned through experience and disappointments not to set our hopes too high. Many times the 
reality and results do not prove to be as great or satisfying as we once imagined. Today we meet a man who 
leaps and dances for joy before us. He experienced the gift of life beyond his wildest dreams. With him we 
are called to expect God to exceed our highest hopes through the forgiveness of our sins to endless life. 

Message Notes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary 
Main Points: 
 
 
 
 

Bible Passages: 
 
 
 
 
 

What can I apply to my life? 

Next Week’s Readings:  Acts 4:1-12, 1 John 3:16-24, John 10:11-18 

 
Daily Bible Verse take 5 minutes each day to be in God’s Word 

 Monday: Psalm 100  Make a joyful noise to the Lord 

 Tuesday: Matthew 28:1-10  Joy of the women at the resurrection of Jesus 

 Wednesday: 3 John 1:2-4  John finds joy in others showing their belief in Jesus 

 Thursday: Psalm 67  Let all the nations sing for joy 

 Friday: Colossians 1:9-14  Paul encourages believers 

 Saturday: Psalm 23  Our Shepherd, Jesus, cares for all our needs 

Questions/Contemplation of the Bible readings 

• How do these passages describe joy or how we can have joy?  
• God wants to give us joy and hope – how is that stated in these passages? 

Conversation with others 

• We believe that God will restore (resurrection) our bodies in eternity – what are you most 
looking forward to with a restored body?  

• Joy can be hard when we face the struggles of life – how has your faith in Jesus help 
bring joy in difficult situation? 

Prayer ideas/suggestions 

• When you get discouraged with life ask God to restore the joy we have in Jesus Christ. 
• Do you know someone who is struggling with life? Pray that God would bring them joy 

in Christ. 

 

 

Other Perspectives 

For a good resource about what happens after death, go to our Sermon page on our website 
www.stjohnnt.com/sermons and look for the post on April 15. There you will find the Lutheran 
Hour Ministry booklet “What Happens When I Die?” (click on the title) you can download and 
read. How can you use this booklet for you or for someone else to find hope in our Lord and what 
is promised to us after we die? 


