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St. John Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

 

Easter 
April 1, 2018 

 
Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8:00am-4:00pm 6950 Ward Road 
churchoffice@stjohnnt.com North Tonawanda, NY  14120 
www.stjohnnt.com (716) 693-9677 
 
To our visitors: The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. John in the confession that not only bread and wine 
but Jesus Christ’s very body and blood are given to us to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of our sins and 
to strengthen our faith in Him and our union with one another. Our Lord invites to His table all those who 
believe His words, repent of all sin, and set aside all refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, 
that they may show forth His death until He comes. If this is your first time at St John, or have not been 
instructed about the Lord’s Supper we ask that you speak to the Pastor before communing with us. 

For those who wish to take communion in their pew, please notify an usher or elder, and be seated on 
the center aisle at the end of any pew. We offer either individual or common cup for the wine. 
 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  

Piano/Flute “How Beautiful”, setting by Joel Raney 
Handbells “Crown Him with Many Crowns” by Michael Mazzatenta 
Handbells “Alleluia! Christ Is Risen” by John A. Behnke 
Choir “Easter Song” by Anne Herring & John F. Wilson 
Handbells “Random Ring” 

 

WELCOME AND GREETING                    Please take a moment to fill out the Connection Card 
 

PLEASE STAND “Hallelujah Chorus” by John A. Behnke                         Handbells 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain! Alleluia! 
C He gives us new life and hope through his resurrection! Alleluia! 
P Rejoice then, even in your distress. 
C We shall be counted worthy when Christ appears. 
P God has claimed us as his own. 
C God has called us from our darkness into the light of his day. 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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OPENING HYMN:   “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” LSB 461 

ALL    

 

 
 
2. All He lives triumphant from the grave; 

He lives eternally to save; 
He lives all-glorious in the sky; 
He lives exalted there on high. 

 
3. Women He lives to bless me with His love; 

He lives to plead for me above; 
He lives my hungry soul to feed; 
He lives to help in time of need. 

 
4. All He lives to grant me rich supply; 

He lives to guide me with His eye; 
He lives to comfort me when faint; 
He lives to hear my soul’s complaint. 

 

5. Choir He lives to silence all my fears; 
He lives to wipe away my tears; 
He lives to calm my troubled heart; 
He lives all blessings to impart. 

 
7. Men He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
He lives my mansion to prepare; 
He lives to bring me safely there. 

 
8. All He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 
I know that my Redeemer lives

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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THIS IS THE FEAST                                                                    Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. Almighty God the Father, we rejoice today that the grave could not hold 

Your Son. Grant us forgiveness and life through Your Son’s death and resurrection, so 
that we have joy not only on Easter, but every day; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 25:6-9 
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make 
for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of 
well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of 
aged wine well refined. And he will swallow 
up on this mountain the covering that is cast 
over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all 
nations. He will swallow up death forever; and 
the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all 

faces, and the reproach of his people he will 
take away from all the earth, for the LORD has 
spoken. It will be said on that day, “Behold, 
this is our God; we have waited for him, that 
he might save us. This is the LORD; we have 
waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation. 

 

 L   This is the Word of the Lord.  C   Thanks be to God! 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC: “O Praise the Name (Anástasis)” by Marty Sampson, Benjamin Hastings, Dan Usher 
Arr: J. Rosebrock 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
“Now I would remind you, brothers, of the 
gospel I preached to you, which you received, 
in which you stand, and by which you are 
being saved, if you hold fast to the word I 
preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 
For I delivered to you as of first importance 
what I also received: that Christ died for our 
sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he 
was buried, that he was raised on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then 
he appeared to more than five hundred 
brothers at one time, most of whom are still 

alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 
Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 
appeared also to me. For I am the least of the 
apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. But 
by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 
grace toward me was not in vain. On the 
contrary, I worked harder than any of them, 
though it was not I, but the grace of God that 
is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so 
we preach and so you believed. 

 

 L   This is the Word of the Lord.  C   Thanks be to God! 
 

GOSPEL READING  Mark 16:1-8 
When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, 
Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 
And very early on the first day of the week, 
when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 
And they were saying to one another, “Who 
will roll away the stone for us from the 
entrance of the tomb?” And looking up, they 
saw that the stone had been rolled back—it 
was very large. And entering the tomb, they 
saw a young man sitting on the right side, 

dressed in a white robe, and they were 
alarmed. And he said to them, “Do not be 
alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the 
place where they laid him. But go, tell his 
disciples and Peter that he is going before you 
to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he 
told you.” And they went out and fled from the 
tomb, for trembling and astonishment had 
seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, 
for they were afraid.  

 

P   This is the Gospel of our Lord.  C   Praise to You, O Christ! 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:    “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”           LSB 457 

ALL    

 

 

 

                                          All 
2 Women: Hymns of praise then let us sing,  Alleluia! 

Men:  Unto Christ, our heav’nly king,   Alleluia! 
Women: Who endured the cross and grave,  Alleluia! 
Men:  Sinners to redeem and save.   Alleluia! 
 

3 But the pains which He endured, Alleluia! 
Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia! 
Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia! 
Praise Him, all ye heav’nly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

 
SERMON:  “No Fooling!” Mark 16:1-8, Matthew 7:24 
 
NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING:  “Sheep May Safely, While Their Shepherd,” by J. S. Bach       Organ/Flute 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

THE LORD'S SUPPER - PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1 Psalm 136 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P Glorious Father in heaven, we, Your children, who are filled with Your Spirit and 

guided by Your Word of truth, lift Your name on high and sing Your praises this day. 
You have redeemed us from hell, death, and the devil through the sacrifice of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. As Your forgiven children, we come to Your throne of grace to 
receive the gift You provide for us, the true body and blood of our Savior. Nurture our 
faith in Christ as we stand united as one holy people, Your Church, lifting our voice and 
praying together: 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way 
also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 
THE PEACE OF THE LORD John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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AGNUS DEI John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION: 
Piano/Flute:   “Lamb of God”, setting by Joel Raney 
 
Hymn:  “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven”                                                                LSB 477 
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Hymn:  “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia”                                                        LSB 463 

 

 

 

 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

P  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P  The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
C Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN:    “Crown Him with Many Crowns” LSB 525 

 

 

 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE:  “Crown Him with Many Crowns”   by Michael Burkhardt 
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SERVING TODAY/NEXT WEEK 
 

Liturgist/Preacher: Rev. Michael Borgstede  
Organist:  Doreen Sutherland 
Elders:   8:00 am     John Licht, Jim Oliver 
   10:30 am   Frank Cornell, Bruce Sutherland 
Acolyte:  8:00 am      Rita Argo  
   10:30 am   Isaiah Johnston 
Next Sunday:  Rita Argo 
Reader:  8:00 am       Jim Oliver;  
   10:30 am    Herb Meissner  
Next Sunday:  Owen Licht 
Counting Team: Winston Moeller, Lori Argo, Leona Schroeder, Don Schroeder,  
   Lynn Willis 
Next Week:  Cathy & Dan Schultz, Vern Bartlett, Kathy Wendt 
Altar Guild for April:  Anita Garito, Mary Salefske 
 
 

INSTRUMENTALISTS 
 

 Handbells    Brass    Guitar 
 Becky Rogers   Mike Scive   Dennis Kelly 
 Josiah Borgstede  Josiah Borgstede 
 Mike Scive   Zachary Will   Organist 
 Suzette Drenko  Luke Sutherland  Doreen Sutherland 
 Elaine Schaffer  
 Melissa Germann  Flute 
 Shannon Drenko  Michele Steiner 
 Michele Steiner 
 Lynn Willis   Piano 
 Lorrie Weir   John Rosebrock  
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             ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
Flowers adorning our church have been placed to the Glory of God by the following: 
 
In Memory of:      By: 
Levant and Margaret Vorpahl   Peggy & Doug Meyer 
Elaine and Barbara Proefrock   Don Proefrock 
June Werth   Marvin Werth 
Sherwood Herman   Janet Herman 
Mom and Dad Schumacher, Mom and Dad     Leona Schroeder 
    Schroeder 
Bryan, Nicole and Jamie   Dad, Mom & Rita 
June Werth   Bruce & Doreen Sutherland &  
       Family 
Bryan and Nicole Argo   Rita and Ray Atkinson 
Ron Harder, Pete & Emma Moll   The Argo Family 
Colleen Syruws, Nancy Musall   The Weir Family 
Jackie & Buck Rogers, Bill & Helen Oliver,  Jim & Cheryl Oliver 
    Millie & Ernie Andrees 
Colleen Syruws   The Argo Family 
Ron Harder, Philip & Emma Moll, Norman & The Harder Family 
    Mabel Harder, John Watt 
 
In Honor of: 
My beautiful daughters Rebekah and Kiersten Sara Borgstede 
Son Donald      Leona Schroeder 
Christian Parents     Sharon Durick 
 
In Gratitude for Blessings Received:   
Donald Schroeder     Janet Herman 
The Scive Family     The Weir Family 
 
Flowers for the Easter cross are given in memory of Robert Schroeder by Leona, Donald 
and Ronald Schroeder. 
 

Flowers may be picked up after the 10:30 service. 
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