
Getting to Know Jesus – Lesson 7 

Getting to Know Jesus through Baptism. 

Read p. 99-108. 

 

What are the Means of Grace? 

• God’s Word 
• Baptism 
• Lord’s Supper 

 

What is a Sacrament? 

Sacrament – “a sacred act” 

• Baptism 
• Lord’s Supper 

 

Sacraments are defined by these 3 things: 

• Commanded and instituted by Jesus 
• Combines the Word of God with a physical element 
• Imparts the forgiveness of sins 

God can work any way He chooses, but He promises to work, connect with you, and give you His grace 
through these means. 

 

Should infants be baptized? 

Both sides of this issue face challenges. The Bible does not clearly say, "Baptize infants" and does not clearly 
say, "Do not baptize infants". 

The answer to this issue lies in what you learned earlier in this series about the work of the Holy Spirit.  

Churches that believe the Holy Spirit works faith in the heart of a person also believe the Holy Spirit can and 
does work to produce faith in every person at baptism - including infants. 

Churches that teach each person must decide to come to faith, see baptism as a public showing of the faith 
already at work in you. Churches that practice adult-only baptism teach that faith comes through intellectual 
comprehension of the gospel and a free will decision to believe in Jesus as Savior and Lord. Baptism follows 
that decision as a public witness of faith. 

In churches that teach faith comes only by the work of the Holy Spirit, baptism is a miraculous way faith is 
imparted on any person. Hearing the gospel and having the Holy Spirit work through your intellect is certainly 
another way of coming to faith, but again it is through the power of the Holy Spirit, not human work. 

Churches that practice infant baptism often celebrate Confirmation at a time when a young person is old 
enough to fully grasp the fundamental teachings of faith and publicly witness that faith. Confirmation means a 
confirming of the faith that was received at baptism, as well as a pledge to follow Jesus in life. 



Baptism is a mystery that every Christian must admit will never fully be understood. Research, learning, and 
pondering are valuable, but at the end of the day you will find that accepting with child-like faith that which 
God commands (but we cannot fully understand) brings peace. 

 

 

Personal Reflection Questions 

1. Read over the following Bible passage several times. Reflect on the words and consider what God is 
saying to you through them. In the space below, record your thoughts. 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if 
we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. Romans 6:3-5 

 

 

2. Do you struggle with spiritual pride (I’m a good enough person) or spiritual inadequacy (My sins are 
too bad for God to love me)? How can God’s gift of baptism help you with that? 

 

3. What do you worry about in life? Why? 
 

Group Discussion Questions 

1. If you have one, share a picture of your baptism or baptism certificate with the group. This was a most 
important day in your life and one worth remembering! If you don’t have a photo, share what you 
know about the day – when and where were you baptized? 

2. Share some of the important commitments you have made in your life. Why is commitment so 
meaningful and so difficult at the same time? 

3. Why do you think Jesus was baptized? 
4. Read Romans 6:1-7. What do you think it means to be baptized into the death and resurrection of 

Jesus? What does it mean to be united with Jesus? 
5. Think of some common physical markings that people use to convey what is important to them. Why 

are they used? 

 


