
 

Getting to Know Jesus Lesson 1 
Reading – Intro and Chapter 1 - Pages 15-36 

Goals: 

• Develop a deeper relationship with Jesus 
• What does mean to know someone vs know about someone? 
• How can you get to know Jesus, not just know about him? 

The Six Core Teachings 

1. The Ten Commandments – reveal God’s values 
2. The Apostles’ Creed – reveals God’s identity 
3. The Lord’s Prayer – reveals how to communicate with God 
4. Baptism – reveals how to be identified with God 
5. Confession & Forgiveness – reveal how to be honest with God 
6. The Lord’s Supper – reveals how to commune with God 

 

The Difference between Religion and the Gospel 
By Pastor Mark Driscoll 

Religion – man-made spirituality 

Gospel – God-revealed spirituality 

 

1. Religion says, if I obey God, God will love me. 
Gospel says, because God loves me, I can 
obey. 
 

2. Religion has good people and bad people. 
Gospel has only repentant and unrepentant 
people. 
 

3. Religion depends on what I do. 
Gospel depends on what Jesus has done. 
 

4. Religion has the goal to get things from God.  
Gospel has the goal to get to God. 
 

5. Religion sees hardships as punishment for sin. 
Gospel sees hardship as sanctified affliction. 
(God is working to grow my faith). 

6. Religion is about me. 
Gospel is about Jesus. 
 

7. Religion believes appearing as a good person 
is key. 
Gospel believes that being honest is key. 
 

8. Religion has an uncertainty of standing before 
God. 
Gospel has certainty based upon Jesus’ work. 
 

9. Religion sees Jesus as the means. 
Gospel sees Jesus as the end. 
 

10. Religion ends in pride or despair. 
Gospel ends in humble joy. 

 

  



Personal Reflection 
• Read the following Bible Passages. Reflect on God’s message for you. 

Ephesians 1:17 

Proverbs 9:10 

John 10:14 & 27 

• Think about the spiritual journey you have taken throughout your life. Reflect on the various 
phases of your life: childhood, adulthood, high school, college, and adulthood. What would a 
timeline look like? Sketch it below: 

 

 

---------------|------------------|----------------------------------|------------------------------------------------------ 

  Childhood Teen years  Adulthood 

 

 

• What is God revealing to you at this point in your life? 

 

 

 

 

 

Group Discussion 
1. How does knowing the difference between “knowing Jesus” and “knowing about Jesus” guide 

in growing in you faith? 
2. Look at the six core teaching of Christianity. What is your first impression? Which are you most 

looking forward to learning about more in depth? 
3. Read Luke 7:36-50 aloud. What is the point of the story? Describe the difference between the 

Pharisee’s relationship with Jesus and the woman’s relationship with Jesus. How can you apply 
this to your own life? 

4. Share one aspect of your personal spiritual life journey with the group. 
5. Do you find commitment to be something scary or fulfilling and refreshing? Explain. 

 


