
Fourth Sunday in Lent + Sunday, March 19, 2023 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, New Minden, Illinois 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Covington, Illinois 

 

HYMN:  “Christ, the Life of All the Living” LSB 420 / TLH 151 
LutheranWarbler 

 
1. Christ, the Life of all the living, 

Christ, the death of death, our foe, 

Who, Thyself for me once giving 

To the darkest depths of woe: 

Through thy suff’rings, death, and merit 

I eternal life inherit. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

2. Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee 

Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod; 

Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, 

O Thou sinless Son of God! 

Thus didst Thou my soul deliver 

From the bonds of sin forever. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

3. Thou hast borne the smiting only 

That my wounds might all be whole; 

Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely, 

Rest to give my weary soul; 

Yea, the curse of God enduring, 

Blessing unto me securing. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

4. Heartless scoffers did surround Thee, 

Treating Thee with shameful scorn 

And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee. 

All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne, 

That as Thine Thou mightest own me 

And with heav’nly glory crown me. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
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5. Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 

That from pain I might be free; 

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 

Thence I gain security; 

Comfortless Thy soul did languish 

Me to comfort in my anguish. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

6. Thou hast suffered great affliction 

And hast borne it patiently, 

Even death by crucifixion, 

Fully to atone for me; 

Thou didst choose to be tormented 

That my doom should be prevented. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

7. Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 

For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 

For Thine anguish in the Garden, 

I will thank Thee evermore, 

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 

For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 

For that last triumphant cry, 

And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                       LSB 184-185 
 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

 
P: Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C: Who made heaven and earth. 

 

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
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P: Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners 

confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean 

and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and 

deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, 

seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.    

C: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten 

Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake 

grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 

Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your 

will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by 

Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.   

 

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us 

and has given His only Son to die for us and for His sake 

forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on His name 

He gives power to become the children of God and has 

promised them His Holy Spirit.  He that believes and is 

baptized shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C: Amen. 

 

PSALM:  Psalm 142    
1 With my voice I cry out to the Lord; 
    with my voice I plead for mercy to the Lord. 
2 I pour out my complaint before him; 

    I tell my trouble before him. 
3 When my spirit faints within me, 

    you know my way! 

In the path where I walk 

    they have hidden a trap for me. 
4 Look to the right and see: 

    there is none who takes notice of me; 

no refuge remains to me; 

    no one cares for my soul. 
5 I cry to you, O Lord; 

    I say, “You are my refuge, 
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    my portion in the land of the living.” 
6 Attend to my cry, 

    for I am brought very low! 

Deliver me from my persecutors, 

    for they are too strong for me! 
7 Bring me out of prison, 

    that I may give thanks to your name! 

The righteous will surround me, 

    for you will deal bountifully with me. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

KYRIE  LSB 186 / TLH p.7 or 17 

St. John’s Confirmation Reunion, July 30, 2017 
 

C: Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Christ, have mercy upon us.   

Lord, have mercy upon us.   

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And with thy spirit.  
 

P: Let us pray.  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your 

mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only 

punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for 

all our needs of body and soul.  Grant that we may heartily 

acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all 

Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT                                               Isaiah 42:14-21        
P: 14      For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still 

and restrained myself; now I will cry out like a woman in 

labor; I will gasp and pant. 
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15     I will lay waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their 

vegetation; I will turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the 

pools. 
16     And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not 

know, in paths that they have not known I will guide them. I 

will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough 

places into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do 

not forsake them. 
17     They are turned back and utterly put to shame, who trust 

in carved idols, who say to metal images, “You are our 

gods.” 
18      Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see! 
19      Who is blind but my servant, or deaf as my messenger 

whom I send?  Who is blind as my dedicated one, or blind as 

the servant of the Lord? 
20      He sees many things, but does not observe them; his 

ears are open, but he does not hear. 
21      The Lord was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, to 

magnify his law and make it glorious. 
 

P: This is the word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE                                                              Ephesians 5:8-14 
P: 8 For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in 

the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is 

found in all that is good and right and true), 10 and try to 

discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the 

unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For 

it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in 

secret. 13 But when anything is exposed by the light, it 

becomes visible, 14 for anything that becomes visible is light. 

Therefore it says,  “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the 

dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

P: This is the word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN:  “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” LSB 435 / TLH 149 
LutheranWarbler 

 
1. Come to Calv’ry’s holy mountain, 

Sinners, ruined by the fall; 

Here a pure and healing fountain 

Flows for you, for me, for all, 

In a full, perpetual tide, 

Opened when our Savior died. 
 

2. Come in poverty and meanness, 

Come defiled, without, within; 

From infection and uncleanness, 

From the leprosy of sin, 

Wash your robes and make them white; 

Ye shall walk with God in light. 
 

3. Come in sorrow and contrition, 

Wounded, impotent, and blind; 

Here the guilty, free remission, 

Here the troubled, peace may find. 

Health this fountain will restore; 

They that drink shall thirst no more. 
 

4. They that drink shall live forever; 

‘Tis a soul-renewing flood. 

God is faithful; God will never 

Break His covenant of blood, 

Signed when our Redeemer died, 

Sealed when He was crucified. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                           John 9:1-41              
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 9th chapter. 

C: Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

P:          1 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his 

disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 

that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this 

man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be 

displayed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent 

me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As 

long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 Having 

said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the 
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saliva. Then he anointed the man's eyes with the mud 7 and said to 

him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he 

went and washed and came back seeing. 
         8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar 

were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some 

said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept 

saying, “I am the man.” 10 So they said to him, “Then how were 

your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made 

mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and 

wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said 

to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
         13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly 

been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud 

and opened his eyes. 15 So the Pharisees again asked him how he 

had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my 

eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This 

man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But 

others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” 

And there was a division among them. 17 So they said again to the 

blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your 

eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
         18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had 

received his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had 

received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you 

say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents 

answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born 

blind. 21 But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know 

who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for 

himself.” 22 (His parents said these things because they feared the 

Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone 

should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the 

synagogue.) 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
         24 So for the second time they called the man who had been 

blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this man 

is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not 

know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I 

see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he 

open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, 

and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do 

you also want to become his disciples?” 28 And they reviled him, 
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saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We 

know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do 

not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Why, this 

is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and 

yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to 

sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God 

listens to him. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard 

that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man 

were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered 

him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And 

they cast him out. 
         35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him 

he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”   36 He 

answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37 Jesus 

said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to 

you.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39 Jesus 

said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not 

see may see, and those who see may become blind.” 40 Some of the 

Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we 

also blind?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would 

have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED LSB 192                                                          

C:          I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 

         And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead.  

         I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN:  “My Song Is Love Unknown” LSB 430 
St. Paul Lutheran Church Austin 

 
1. My song is love unknown, My Savior’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown That they might lovely be. 

Oh, who am I That for my sake 

My Lord should take Frail flesh and die? 
 

2. He came from His blest throne Salvation to bestow; 

But men made strange, and none 

The longed-for Christ would know. 

But, oh, my friend, My Friend indeed, 

Who at my need His life did spend! 
 

3. Sometimes they strew His way And His sweet praises sing; 

Resounding all the day Hosannas to their King. 

Then “Crucify!” Is all their breath, 

And for His death They thirst and cry. 
 

4. Why, what hath my Lord done?  

What makes this rage and spite? 

He made the lame to run, He gave the blind their sight. 

Sweet injuries! Yet they at these 

Themselves displease And ’gainst Him rise. 
 

5. They rise and needs will have My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He To suff’ring goes 

That He His foes From thence might free. 
 

6. In life no house, no home My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? Heav’n was His home 

But mine the tomb Wherein He lay. 
 

7. Here might I stay and sing, No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, In whose sweet praise 

I all my days Could gladly spend! 

 

SERMON:  “God Displays His Works”  John 9:1-41 
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HYMN OF RESPONSE:  “How Can I thank You, Lord”   

St John Amelith Audio Oct 9, 2022 [start at 44:32]                                 LSB 703 / TLH 417 
 

1. How can I thank You, Lord, 

For all Your loving-kindness, 

That You have patiently 

Borne with me in my blindness! 

When dead in many sins 

And trespasses I lay, 

I kindled, holy God, 

Your anger ev’ry day. 
 

2. It is Your work alone 

That I am now converted; 

O’er Satan’s work in me 

You have Your pow’r asserted. 

Your mercy and Your grace 

That rise afresh each morn 

Have turned my stony heart 

Into a heart newborn. 
 

3. Lord, You have raised me up 

To joy and exultation 

And clearly shown the way 

That leads me to salvation. 

My sins are washed away; 

For this I thank You, Lord. 

Now with my heart and soul 

All evil I abhor. 
 

4. Grant that Your Spirit’s help 

To me be always given 

Lest I should fall again 

And lose the way to heaven. 

Grant that He give me strength 

In my infirmity; 

May He renew my heart 

To serve You willingly. 
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5. O Father, God of love, 

Now hear my supplication; 

O Savior, Son of God, 

Accept my adoration; 

O Holy Spirit, be 

My ever faithful guide 

That I may serve You here 

And there with You abide. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR THE WORD                              

P: Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed.  

Make it a word of power and peace to convert those not yet 

Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving 

faith.  May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from 

the heart to the lip, and from the lip to the life that, as You 

have promised, Your word may achieve the purpose for 

which You send it; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

C: Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION [LSB 202] 

P: The Lord Bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face 

shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up 

His countenance upon you and give you peace.   

C: Amen, amen, amen. 
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HYMN:  “Amazing Grace”  LSB 744 
St. John’s Confirmation Reunion July 25, 2018   

 

1. Amazing grace--how sweet the sound-- 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, 

Was blind but now I see! 

 

2. The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 

 

3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

I have already come; 

His grace has brought me safe thus far, 

His grace will lead me home. 

 

4. Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail 

And mortal life shall cease, 

Amazing grace shall then prevail 

In heaven’s joy and peace. 

 

5. When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

Than when we’d first begun. 
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