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Dear Friends in Christ, 

 There are different types of necessity.  When we say something must 

happen, there are a number of other questions that we could ask, such as, 

“Why is this necessary?” or “What will happen if this is not done?”  For 

example, it is necessary for you students to study and do your homework.  Why 

is this necessary?  Otherwise, you could get an “F.”  You could make your 

parents angry.  You might flunk the grade you are in and have to do it all over 

again.  It is often said that death and taxes are the only two certainties in life:  

we must pay our taxes and we must die.  But those are two different types of 

necessity.  Some have tried to avoid paying taxes and no doubt some have 

succeeded.  But no one has avoided the certainty of death.   

 What about the necessity of which Jesus speaks in text?  “The Son of Man 

must be lifted up.”  This morning may God the Holy Spirit be with us as we will 

see that this necessity is, first of all, the necessity of fulfillment; secondly, the 

necessity of justice; and third, the necessity of love.  For these reasons it was 

necessary for the Son of Man to be lifted up for us.   

 - I - 

 The Son of Man must be lifted up:  it is, first of all, the necessity of 

fulfillment.  Time and again in His earthly ministry, especially as the time of 

His suffering and death drew near, Jesus did things in order to fulfill the 

Scriptures.  How often read, “That what was written by the prophet might be 

fulfilled …”  Jesus did things a certain way just in order to fulfill the 

prophecies.  It was the plan of His Father from all eternity that not a single one 

of His promises would be left empty; each promise would find its fulfillment in 

Jesus Christ, His Son.   

 We are accustomed to speaking of the prophecies of the Savior being 

fulfilled.  But there were also people and things and institutions that 

foreshadowed Christ and His work.  The Bible itself calls these types, that is 

patterns or models of Christ and His work.  Last week, for example, we read in 

Romans 5 that Adam was a pattern or “type” of the One who was to come--
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namely, Jesus (Romans 5:14).  It explains that just as Adam’s sin was all 

pervasive and spread to all people, so Christ’s act of righteousness (His life, 

death, and resurrection for us) brings about a verdict of “not guilty” for the 

whole human race--believe it, you have it.  Here in John 3 we learn that the 

snake lifted up by Moses in the wilderness was a type, or pattern, of Christ.  

What God did in the wilderness through that bronze snake lifted up on a pole 

was a wonderful thing:  many people were instantly healed from the snake 

venom when they looked at that bronze snake.  But when the Lord told Moses 

to do that, and when God the Holy Spirit caused that to be written down in the 

Book of Numbers, He had more in mind than just saving some people from 

their snake bites.  This was just a little taste of what God would do through 

Jesus for the whole world.  When Christ was lifted up on the pole of the cross 

He provided eternal life and healing for everyone who would look on Him in 

faith.  When Jesus said, “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 

must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have 

eternal life” (John 3:14) He was speaking of the necessity of filling full the 

events and things that foreshadowed Him in centuries past.  Everything that 

had been predicted or promised or hinted at must be enacted.  It had to be 

done.  Nothing could be left unfulfilled.  Just as the Israelites were saved from 

snake venom by looking to the bronze snake on a pole, so there is eternal 

salvation for all who look on Christ crucified with faith. 

 It is like a painter at work.  The artist may begin with a simple sketch on a 

canvas, just a few lines lightly drawn in pencil.  That may be followed by 

heavier lines that include more and more detail.  Finally he or she puts paint on 

the palette and, with amazing strokes of the brush, adds color and shading and, 

section by section, the painting takes shape and the scene comes to life.   

 Since before the foundation of the world God had a plan for human 

history.  For centuries, through various prophecies and types, God sketched out 

His gift of salvation to the world.  But the painting did not come to life in full 

color until the Son of Man was lifted up from the earth on the cross.  Until 

Christ came and was lifted up on the cross, the painting simply did not work.  

The death of Christ is the central event in all of human history.  It was 
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necessary for Jesus to fulfill what had been patterned ahead of time. 

 - II - 

 Secondly, there was at work the necessity of justice.  “What?” you say, 

“There was no justice in the death of Jesus.  It was a total miscarriage of 

justice.  He had done nothing wrong!  Even Governor Pilate said repeatedly 

that there was nothing in Jesus that warranted the death penalty.”  True, there 

was nothing in Jesus that called for the death penalty, but there was a great 

deal in you and me that called for the death penalty.  If you don't believe it, just 

look at the fact that it is necessary for all of us to die.  “Sin came into the world 

through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men 

because all sinned” (Romans 5:12).  If we look at the Ten Commandments and 

think that we are doing pretty well at keeping them, our own mortality reminds 

us to look again!  In fact, we by nature are “dead” in our transgressions and 

sins.  Death is a curse!  It only comes upon sinners.  Therefore, in order for us 

to be relieved of the curse, Jesus Christ, our Substitute, had to be cursed for us.  

He had to die in our place.  And His death was not just a bodily death, but a 

spiritual death, a death as horrible as the suffering of eternal torment in hell.  

His death included abandonment by His own Father for us.  As He carried our 

sin and rebellion in His own body on the cross, He was bearing our curse:   

For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, 

“Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the 

Law, and do them….   Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 

becoming a curse for us—for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who is hanged 

on a tree’” (Galatians 3:10b,13).  It was necessary for the Son of Man to be 

lifted up on a cross so that He could suffer what we deserve.  Once our sins 

were put upon Him, it was necessary for the perfectly righteous Father to deal 

with Him this way.  It was the necessity of justice that said, “The Son of Man 

must be lifted up” (John 3:14). 

 - III - 

 But we are forgetting something!  This act of Jesus to die for us was, 

above all, brought about by the necessity of love.  There was nothing forcing 

God to give up His Son.  It is not as though there were inescapable forces in the 
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universe to which He was bound that compelled Him to give this gift.  No, it was 

only necessary IF He was going to save the world.  If you listen carefully to the 

accounts of Jesus’ suffering and death you hear again and again various details 

that show that Jesus was undergoing this suffering willingly.  Jesus Himself 

explained:  “For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life 

that I may take it up again.  No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my 

own accord.  I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up 

again.  This charge I have received from my Father” (John 10:17-18).   

 Out of the love and compassion of His heart, God the Father did not spare 

His own Son, but gave Him up for us all.  His purpose was that His Son would 

be lifted up on the cross and proclaimed to all the world, that all might see with 

the eyes of faith, believe on His name, and live eternally.  The necessity was for 

the purpose of giving us His gift of eternal life:  “And as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever 

believes in Him may have eternal life” (John 3:14-15).  There was no other way 

for the Father to save the world than by punishing His Son on the cross for the 

sins of the world.  When the Father raised Him in triumph from the dead He 

signified to the world that all sins were paid for in full.  There is no other way 

for sinners to escape eternal death than by putting their faith and trust in the 

Savior who died for the world.  “Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, 

but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because He has not 

believed in the name of the only son of God” (John 3:18). 

 God wanted us to have eternal fellowship with Him, so He gave His Son to 

be lifted up on the cross.  Just as Christ rose from the dead, so we will rise in a 

glorified body.  Consider those words:  “eternal life.”  That means life that will 

never end, life that is not at all tainted by sin or death, life in unending 

fellowship with Him and with all the saints who have died in the faith.  In 

Christ, God is preparing a place for you and me in His eternal mansions.  He 

knows us better than we are able to know ourselves and is at working preparing 

a place that will be perfect for us. 

 God wants this gift of love to be known and received by the whole world.  

He wants all of Adam’s descendants to find unending life with Him.  He wants 
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us to lift high the cross of Jesus, proclaiming Him whenever and wherever we 

can, so that throughout this world people would call on His name and be saved.  

It is necessary for the word to be preached to them if they are to believe and be 

saved.  There is no other way to be saved!   

 Our theme for Lutheran Schools Week this year is “Making Disciples for 

Life.”  Indeed, this is the exactly the life we have been talking about.  Our 

School’s logo says, “Trinity-St. John Lutheran School:  Partners in Christ, 

instructing for life, equipping for eternity.”  The deepest desire of those who 

founded our school at St. John’s, those who brought Trinity and St. John’s 

together almost 50 years ago, those who teach in our school today—their 

deepest desire is that the students who walk through those doors would have 

the gift of life for all eternity.  That is by far the most important purpose for us 

to continue to support TSJ as God enables us.  And, it is working!  A few days 

ago, one of our upper-grade students requested to be baptized.  Lord willing, 

that will take place shortly and he will also be confirmed at Trinity.  God is still 

giving this life and strengthening this life through the teaching that happens at 

TSJ.  And may God keep us all in this life until He brings us to the better life in 

heaven and finally raises our bodies with an immortal life on the Last Day.   

 It was truly necessary for the Son of Man to be lifted up on the cross:  the 

necessity of fulfillment with its roots in the faithfulness of God, who predicted 

and patterned the cross for centuries before Jesus’ death; the necessity of 

justice by which our sins had to be answered for; the necessity of love by which 

the Father demonstrated His great love for us.  There was no other way!  The 

Son of Man had to be lifted up for us!  Amen. 
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