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Lutheran Service Book—Divine Service, Setting One 
 

 THE LORD’S SUPPER IS CELEBRATED today at St. John’s in the 

confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our 

mouths not only bread and wine but also His very body and blood to eat and 

to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and 

with one another.  Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His 

words, repent of all sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He 

forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

 Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily 

do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the 

faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, 

or who hold a confession differing from that of St. John's and the Lutheran 

Church--Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament here, are 

asked first to speak with the Pastor.  (See Matthew 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15-

35; 26:26-29; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.) 

 For the proper accounting of souls, we ask all communicants to sign the 

Communion Register. 
 

HYMN:  “Salvation unto Us Has Come” sts.1-6 LSB 555 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 
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P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

(+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

PSALM:  Psalm 121 spoken by all: 

 
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills. 

    From where does my help come? 
2 My help comes from the Lord, 

    who made heaven and earth. 
3 He will not let your foot be moved; 

    he who keeps you will not slumber. 
4 Behold, he who keeps Israel 

    will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5 The Lord is your keeper; 

    the Lord is your shade on your right hand. 
6 The sun shall not strike you by day, 

    nor the moon by night. 
7 The Lord will keep you from all evil; 

    he will keep your life. 
8 The Lord will keep 

    your going out and your coming in 

    from this time forth and forevermore. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  

Amen. 

 

 

KYRIE  LSB 152-153 
 

P:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
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P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to  

    the Lord. 

 
 

 

P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the  

    Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
 

P:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

    and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
 

P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY [LSB 156] 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: (Sing:)  And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  O God, You see that of ourselves we have no 

strength.  By Your mighty power defend us from all adversities 

that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may 

assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.   
C: (Sing:)  A - men. 
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OLD TESTAMENT                              Genesis 12:1-9        
P:          1 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and 

your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show 

you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you 

and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will 

bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will 

curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
         4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went 

with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed 

from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 

brother's son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and 

the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go 

to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of 

Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, 

to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the 

land. 7 Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your 

offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to 

the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved to the 

hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel 

on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to 

the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord. 9 And Abram 

journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 
 

P: This is the word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE                                   Romans 4:1-8, 13-17        
P:          1 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our 

forefather according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by 

works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For 

what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was 

counted to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to the one who works, his 

wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5 And to the one who 

does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith 

is counted as righteousness, 6 just as David also speaks of the blessing 

of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works:  
7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins 

are covered; 8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will 

not count his sin.”… 
         13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would 

be heir of the world did not come through the law but through the 
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righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are 

to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law 

brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 
         16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise 

may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to 

the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of 

Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17 as it is written, “I have made 

you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom 

he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the 

things that do not exist.  
 

P: This is the word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM:  “Once, A Long, Long Time Ago”  

       Sung by the Children of Trinity-St. John Lutheran School 

under the direction of Mrs. Jan Lange.  Tune:  LSB 740 

 

1. Once, a long, long time ago, 

Jesus told His students, “Go! 

Tell all people of all nations 

That I’m King of all creation! 

Tell them I came from above 

To this world to show God’s love.” 

 

2. Jesus said, “Trust what I say. 

Make disciples ev’ry day! 

In the name of God the Father, 

Son, and Spirit baptize others 

So they come to faith in Me 

And from all their sins are freed.” 

 

3. “Tell Good News, proclaim God’s Word 

To all nations so it’s heard 

In all times and in all places 

To all people of all races. 

Teach the world about God’s grace 

Till, in heav’n, they see My face.” 
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4. Jesus said, “I am with you! 

To you I am always true. 

In those times when you are cheerful, 

And whenever you are fearful, 

You are Mine and I will be  

With you through eternity!” 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                     John 3:1-17               

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter. 

 
  

P:          1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named 

Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by 

night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 

teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that 

you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered 

him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he 

cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, 

“How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a 

second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus 

answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of 

water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of 

God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 

which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I 

said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The 

wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you 

do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is 

with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
         9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things 

be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of 

Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, 

truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear 

witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our 

testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not 

believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly 
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things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except he who 

descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses 

lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 

Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have 

eternal life. 

         16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 

Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 

have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 

might be saved through him. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
  

 

NICENE CREED                  LSB inside back cover or 158                       

  

HYMN:  “Salvation unto Us Has Come”  LSB 555 

         We sing stanzas 7-10.   

 

SERMON:  “The Son of Man Must Be Lifted Up” John 3:14-17 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY                                      LSB 159-160 

 (Sung by all after the collection plates are placed on the altar.) 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT               LSB 160-166 

 
During the Distribution, we will sing the following hymns, as time allows: 
 “God Loved the World So That He Gave” LSB 571 

 “All Who Believe and Are Baptized” LSB 601 

 “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” LSB 722 

 “Jesus, Lead Thou On” LSB 718 
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NUNC DIMITTIS  [LSB 199-200] 

C: (Sing:)  Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in 

peace according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen 

Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face 

of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory 

of Thy people Israel.  Glory be to the Father and to the 

Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.   

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT [LSB 166] 
P: Let us pray.  O God the Father, the fountain and source of all 

goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten 

Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have 

given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You 

not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly 

to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C: (Sing:)  A – men. 

 

BENEDICTION [LSB 166] 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face 

shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you 

with favor and give you peace. 

C: (Sing:)  A – men. 

 

CLOSING HYMN:  “Jerusalem, My Happy Home”     LSB 673 
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