
 
 

“Jesus on the Mountain Peak” 

Matthew 17:1-9 

The Transfiguration of Our Lord + February 19, 2023 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 If you were going to draw a picture of the events we have heard on the 

mountain peak that day, what would you include?  You would certainly have 

the bright glory cloud from which God the Father spoke.  You would want to 

picture Peter, James, and John, their faces planted on the ground in fear.  You 

would want to have Moses and Elijah there with Jesus—poor guy Moses, it 

seems he is always pictured carrying around those stone tablets with the Ten 

Commandments on them.  The artist who designed our church windows 

pictured the Transfiguration of our Lord in the narthex on the north side.  He 

simply pictured three tents, or booths, on a mountain top, with a bright light 

like the sun shining down on them, representing the three tents that Peter was 

talking about building. 

 But in the center of everything, there on the mountain peak, is Jesus.  Our 

faith is indeed, all about Jesus.  When we gather for worship it is not about us:  

it is about Jesus Christ and what He has done for us.  What have we been given 

to say and believe about Jesus on the Mountain Peak? 

—  I  — 

 When we see Jesus on the mountain peak we see, first of all, Jesus 

showing us the glory He has as the Son of God.  Most of the time Jesus went 

around the earth appearing to be like any other man.  Like any human being, 

there was no light that came out of Him but rather He was visible because light 

from the sun or the moon or a lamp or some other artificial light was shining on 

Him.  But not this time.  For a little while He shows that He is the source of all 

light.  With blinding brightness, the light shines out of Him onto others.  This is 

who He is.  He shines, as the hymn says, “with unborrowed light” (LSB 414 

st.1).  He is the source of all light, the Creator of the sun, moon, the stars, and 

everything on the earth that can be used to generate light.  He is one with the 

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit from all eternity.  He will shine with 

them in glory forever.  In the Book of Revelation, when Jesus appears to John 

in glory, He appears in this kind of brightness (Revelation 1:12-16).  We further 
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read in that Book that in the new Jerusalem there is “no need of sun or moon to 

shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb” 

(Revelation 21:23).  Jesus Himself said that when He returns He will come in 

His glory with all His holy angels and will sit on His glorious throne (Matthew 

25:31).   

 This puts Jesus above Moses and Elijah, the highly revered heroes of 

ancient Israel.  He is worthy of our worship as the one true God in human form.  

The Glory Cloud on the mountain brings home this point.  Recall that God 

often used a cloud to mark His presence.  When the children of Israel came out 

of Egypt, God was present for them in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of 

fire by night.  He led them from that cloud and spoke to them from that cloud.  

That cloud, as we heard from Exodus this morning, was on Mount Sinai when 

Moses went up there to receive the Ten Commandments.  That Glory Cloud 

came over the tabernacle when it was set up (Exodus 40:34-35).  Nobody could 

enter in, the cloud was so thick.  Many years later that same cloud came upon 

the temple when Solomon finished building it (1 Kings 8:10-11).  God was 

present in, with, and under that cloud to be there for His people, to listen to 

their prayers and help them.  And now, as Jesus is on the mountain, as soon as 

Peter talks about building shelters for Jesus, Moses, and Elijah, the Father 

Himself answers by enveloping them in this cloud.  It is as if the Father is 

saying, “Peter, you want to talk about tents and tabernacles, my dwelling place 

on earth.  I’ll show you something infinitely better:  here is Jesus, My beloved 

Son, in human flesh, the One in whom I am well pleased.  This is where I dwell 

on earth.  This is where I am present so that you can find Me:  in the person of 

Jesus Christ, My Son.   

—  II  — 

 Furthermore, Jesus on the Mountain Peak shows us what we need I order 

to be brought through dark days of suffering.  The text begins by connecting 

this event to what happened six days previous.  That was a crucial session Jesus 

had with His disciples.  As Jesus’ public ministry enters its final months, Jesus 

takes His disciple apart from the crowds for some intense teaching to prepare 

them for what was to come.  In Matthew 16 we find them in the region of 

Caesarea Philippi, and Jesus asks them an important question:  “Who do 
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people say that the Son of Man is?” (v.13).  They replied with various opinions:  

“Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of 

the prophets” (v.14).  Then Jesus brings it home to them, “But who do you say 

that I am?” (v.15).  Peter comes in with that wonderful, spot-on statement:  

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (v.16).  Jesus blessed Him and 

said, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar- Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed 

this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.  And I tell you, you are Peter, and 

on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it” (vv.17-18).   

 So, what does that have to do with suffering?  Well, Jesus then “began to 

show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from 

the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 

raised” (v.22).  Peter took Jesus aside to try to straighten Him out:  “Far be it 

from you, Lord!  This shall never happen to you” (v.22).  That’s when Jesus 

had to scold Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me.  For you 

are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man” 

(v.23).  So Jesus, just six days before the Transfiguration, had begun to prepare 

them for His suffering, His death, and resurrection.  Now He takes three of 

them up on the mountain to show them His glory.  (Remember, in the mouth of 

two or three witnesses, every word may be established.)   

 Months later, when Peter, James, and John would see the anguish of Jesus 

in the Garden of Gethsemane, when they would see Jesus sweat blood as He 

suffers for our sins, they will have something else to think about:  Jesus on the 

mountain peak in glory.  When they see Jesus betrayed, arrested, led away like 

a criminal, mocked and abused, unjustly condemned, crucified with two 

thieves—when they see Jesus dead on the cross and He is buried—they have 

something else to think about:  Jesus on the mountain peak.  They are not to 

think that Jesus’ ministry has gone off track.  They are not to think that Jesus 

slipped up and got Himself in trouble with the law.  They were not to think that 

Jesus’ plans had gone off a cliff.  No, they were to remember the glory He 

displayed, the majesty that is His, the power at His fingertips.  This sight on the 

mountain peak was to carry them through and understand that it would all end 

in victory for Jesus and for those who hold to Him.  They were to remember the 
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voice from heaven showing that the Father was indeed pleased with Jesus and 

all that He was planning to do to take away the sins of the whole world. 

 All of this is for us, as well.  We will have some dark times.  We will have 

troubles.  Jesus told us if we would follow Him we would need to each take up 

our cross as well.  That means that, besides the suffering that comes into this 

world to everyone because the world is a broken and fallen, we would also have 

to suffer just because we follow the Lord Jesus.  That means that we will have 

heartache just because we believe in Jesus alone as the way to heaven.  We have 

heartache when we see how others have rejected the Lord Jesus.  We hurt 

inside when we see young adults who have been raised by Christian parents 

turn away from the most holy faith they have been taught.  We mourn for those 

who have cut themselves off from the saving word and sacraments of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  We pray for others with anguished hearts because we know that 

not everyone will see the Lord in glory; those who do not believe on His name 

will be condemned.  We feel pain in our gut when we consider how so much of 

our society lives in open rebellion against the laws of God.  We are saddened 

when we hear the Christian faith openly mocked.  We struggle against the 

sinful flesh within us.  All of this suffering comes just because we follow Jesus. 

 But we can go through life with these and other discouragements without 

giving up on the Lord’s promises for our future.  How?  Because we have seen 

Christ on the mountain peak.  He is the focus for us because He shows how it 

will all come out.  Just think of it!  There on the mountain top are Moses and 

Elijah!  By this time Moses has been dead about 1400 years.  Before he died, he 

tried again and again to talk God into letting him enter the promised land.  God 

let him see it, but he was not allowed to enter it.  Now, however, he is in the 

promised land!  He is on a mountain peak within that land that God gave to the 

descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  He is fully alive and is talking with 

Jesus, recognized by the disciples.  Elijah was taken to heaven in a whirlwind 

(sounds like a tornado), accompanied by a fiery chariot of angels.  That had 

been over 900 years before, and he, too, is alive and well, talking with Jesus!  

They both went through some terribly dark days on this earth, and this is how 

it all came out for them!  Jesus on the mountain peak shows us the final 

outcome:  Jesus in His glory, and those who have believed on His name alive 
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and well, having fellowship with Him.  Jesus on the mountain peak is what we 

need to carry us through the dark days. 

—  III  — 

 And here’s one more thing:  Jesus on the mountain peak has the words of 

eternal life.  He is the one to whom we should listen.  The Father is very 

emphatic about this:  LISTEN TO HIM!  He says.  How is it that we can listen 

to Jesus today?  We were not with Him on the mountain.  We do not have a 

mechanical recording of Jesus’ voice.  Well, how can you know what happened 

in a court of law?  You can read the transcripts.  You can find out for certain 

exactly what was said by reading the testimony of what happened.  We can with 

certainty hear the voice of Jesus by reading and taking to heart the eyewitness 

accounts that we have in the Bible.  Our reading from 2 Peter today gives the 

eyewitness account of one of the three on that mountain peak:  “For we did not 

follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  For 

when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was 

borne to him by the Majestic Glory, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 

well pleased,’ we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we 

were with him on the holy mountain.  And we have something more sure, the 

prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining 

in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 

knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s 

own interpretation.  For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but 

men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” (vv.16-21).  

Peter says that even more certain than what he saw with his eyes and heard 

with his ears is the prophetic word, the word that the prophets of God wrote 

down for us.  John was on the mountain peak with Jesus.  He later wrote, “And 

the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 

as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).  And 

what about James?  He was the first of the twelve to be put to death for 

believing and proclaiming that Jesus is the Son of God, the Savior who died and 

rose again from the dead to take away the sins of the world.  You can read how 

King Herod put him to death with the sword Acts 12.  



Page 6 
 

 Jesus on the Mountain Peak has something to say to you.  After today we 

will put away the “alleluia” for a few weeks in order to examine ourselves and 

be reminded of our need for Jesus.  In our Wednesday evening Lenten services, 

we will listen to the words of Scripture that bring us “promised treasures.”  The 

series is based on the promise of Jesus in Matthew 13, “Therefore every scribe 

who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who 

brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old” (Matthew 13:52).  We 

will also trace the history of Jesus’ suffering as recorded by Matthew, another 

eyewitness, and one of the twelve.  There we will see Jesus willingly laying down 

His life for us all, on His way to glory.  May God grant that we would gladly, as 

the Father Himself has said, “LISTEN TO HIM!”  Amen. 

 

 

 
Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of 

Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 


