
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany + February 12, 2023 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, New Minden, Illinois 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Covington, Illinois 

 

HYMN:  “Holy Spirit, Light Divine”  LSB 496 / TLH 234 
Concordia Publishing House My First Hymnal-Lent, Easter, Pentecost, Holy Trinity 

 

1. Holy Spirit, light divine, 

Shine upon this heart of mine; 

Chase the shades of night away, 

Turn the darkness into day. 

 

2. Let me see my Savior’s face, 

Let me all His beauties trace; 

Show those glorious truths to me 

Which are only known to Thee. 

 

3. Holy Spirit, pow’r divine, 

Cleanse this guilty heart of mine; 

In Thy mercy pity me, 

From sin’s bondage set me free. 

 

4. Holy Spirit, joy divine, 

Cheer this saddened heart of mine; 

Yield a sacred, settled peace, 

Let it grow and still increase. 

 

5. Holy Spirit, all divine, 

Dwell within this heart of mine; 

Cast down ev’ry idol throne, 

Reign supreme, and reign alone. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                       LSB 184-185 
 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
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P: Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C: Who made heaven and earth. 

 

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P: Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners 

confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean 

and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and 

deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, 

seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.    

C: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten 

Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake 

grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 

Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your 

will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by 

Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.   

 

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us 

and has given His only Son to die for us and for His sake 

forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on His name 

He gives power to become the children of God and has 

promised them His Holy Spirit.  He that believes and is 

baptized shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C: Amen. 

 

PSALM 119:1-8  
1 Blessed are those whose way is blameless, 

    who walk in the law of the Lord! 
2 Blessed are those who keep his testimonies, 

    who seek him with their whole heart, 
3 who also do no wrong, 
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    but walk in his ways! 
4 You have commanded your precepts 

    to be kept diligently. 
5 Oh that my ways may be steadfast 

    in keeping your statutes! 
6 Then I shall not be put to shame, 

    having my eyes fixed on all your commandments. 
7 I will praise you with an upright heart, 

    when I learn your righteous rules.  
8 I will keep your statutes; 

    do not utterly forsake me! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

KYRIE  LSB 186 / TLH p.7 or 17 
 

C: Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Christ, have mercy upon us.   

Lord, have mercy upon us.   

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  LSB 187-189 / TLH pp. 7-9 or 17-19   
 

C: Glory be to God on high and on earth peace, goodwill 

toward men.  We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship 

Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to thee, for thy 

great glory.  O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father 

Almighty.  O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God,  Son of the Father, that 

takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our 

prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the 

Father, have mercy upon us.  For Thou only art holy; 

Thou only art the Lord.  Thou only, O Christ, with the 

Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen.   
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And with thy spirit.  
 

P: Let us pray.  O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people 

that we who justly suffer the consequence of our sin may be 

mercifully delivered by Your goodness to the glory of Your name; 

through Jesus Christ Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT                                   Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
P:          15 “See, I have set before you today life and good, death 

and evil. 16 If you obey the commandments of the LORD your 

God that I command you today, by loving the LORD your 

God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his 

commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall 

live and multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in 

the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 17 But 

if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn 

away to worship other gods and serve them, 18I declare to 

you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live 

long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter 

and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you 

today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and 

curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may 

live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and 

holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, 

that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your 

fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” 
 

P: This is the word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE                                                           1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
 

P:          1But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual 

people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2 I fed 

you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. 
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And even now you are not yet ready, 3 for you are still of the 

flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are 

you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? 4 

For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow 

Apollos,” are you not being merely human? 
         5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through 

whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. 6 I planted, 

Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he 

who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who 

gives the growth. 8 He who plants and he who waters are one, 

and each will receive his wages according to his labor. 9 For 

we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s 

building. 
 

P: This is the word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN: “Almighty God, Your word Is Cast”  LSB 577 / TLH 49 
Lutheran TV – Hymns from the LSB St John LCMS, Hubbard, IA 
 

1. Almighty God, Your Word is cast 

Like seed into the ground; 

Now let the dew of heav’n descend 

And righteous fruits abound. 
 

2. Let not the sly satanic foe 

This holy seed remove, 

But give it root in ev’ry heart 

To bring forth fruits of love. 
 

3. Let not the world’s deceitful cares 

The rising plant destroy, 

But let it yield a hundredfold 

The fruits of peace and joy. 
 

4. So when the precious seed is sown, 

Life-giving grace bestow 

That all whose souls the truth receive 

Its saving pow’r may know. 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                   Matthew 5:21-37         
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5th chapter. 

C: Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

P:          21 [Jesus said:]  “You have heard that it was said to those 

of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be 

liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that everyone who is 

angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever 

insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever 

says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. 23 So if you 

are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that 

your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift 

there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your 

brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 Come to terms 

quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to 

court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the 

judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I say to 

you, you will never get out until you have paid the last 

penny. 
         27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not 

commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that everyone who 

looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed 

adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you 

to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you 

lose one of your members than that your whole body be 

thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, 

cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one 

of your members than that your whole body go into hell. 
         31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him 

give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32But I say to you that 

everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of 

sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery. And whoever 

marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
         33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of 

old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform to the 

Lord what you have sworn.’ 34 But I say to you, Do not take 

an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 

or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it 
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is the city of the great King. 36 And do not take an oath by 

your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 

Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more 

than this comes from evil.  
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED LSB 192                                                          

C:          I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 

         And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead.  

         I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

HYMN:  “The Church’s One Foundation” LSB 644 / TLH 473 
Lutheran TV – Hymns from the LSB, St. John LCMS, Hubbard, IA 
 

1. The Church’s one foundation 

Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

She is His new creation 

By water and the Word. 

From heav’n He came and sought her 

To be His holy bride; 

With His own blood He bought her, 

And for her life He died. 
 

2. Elect from ev’ry nation, 

Yet one o’er all the earth; 

Her charter of salvation: 

One Lord, one faith, one birth. 

One holy name she blesses, 

Partakes one holy food, 

And to one hope she presses 

With ev’ry grace endued. 



Worship for February 12, 2023, Page 8 
 

3. Though with a scornful wonder 

The world sees her oppressed, 

By schisms rent asunder, 

By heresies distressed, 

Yet saints their watch are keeping; 

Their cry goes up, “How long?” 

And soon the night of weeping 

Shall be the morn of song. 

 

4. Through toil and tribulation 

And tumult of her war 

She waits the consummation 

Of peace forevermore 

Till with the vision glorious 

Her longing eyes are blest, 

And the great Church victorious 

Shall be the Church at rest. 

 

5. Yet she on earth has union 

With God, the Three in One, 

And mystic sweet communion 

With those whose rest is won. 

O blessed heav’nly chorus! 

Lord, save us by Your grace 

That we, like saints before us, 

May see You face to face. 

 

SERMON:  “God Gives the Growth”  1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE:   

       “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” LSB 707 / TLH 416 

St. John’s Confirmation Reunion July 30, 2017 
 

1. Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 

To keep His statutes still! 

Oh, that my God would grant me grace 

To know and do His will! 
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2. Order my footsteps by Thy Word 

And make my heart sincere; 

Let sin have no dominion, Lord, 

But keep my conscience clear. 

 

3. Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 

A stricter watch to keep; 

And should I e’er forget Thy way, 

Restore Thy wand’ring sheep. 

 

4. Make me to walk in Thy commands-- 

’Tis a delightful road-- 

Nor let my head or heart or hands 

Offend against my God. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR THE WORD                              
P: Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed.  Make it a 

word of power and peace to convert those not yet Your own and 

to confirm those who have come to saving faith.  May Your 

Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and 

from the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your word 

may achieve the purpose for which You send it; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord.   

C: Amen. 
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BENEDICTION [LSB 202] 

P: The Lord Bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine 

upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His 

countenance upon you and give you peace.   

C: Amen, amen, amen. 
 

HYMN:  “On What Has Now been Sown” LSB 921 / TLH 46 
Lutheran TV – Hymns from the LSB St. John LCMS, Hubbard, IA 

 

1. On what has now been sown 

Thy blessing, Lord, bestow; 

The pow’r is Thine alone 

To make it sprout and grow. 

Do Thou in grace the harvest raise, 

And Thou alone shalt have the praise! 

 

2. To Thee our wants are known, 

From Thee are all our pow’rs; 

Accept what is Thine own 

And pardon what is ours. 

Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive, 

And to Thy Word a blessing give. 

 

3. O grant that each of us, 

Now met before Thee here, 

May meet together thus 

When Thou and Thine appear 

And follow Thee to heav’n, our home. 

E’en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come! 
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