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“Nothing except Christ and Him Crucified” 

1 Corinthians 2:1-12 

The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany + February 5, 2023 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 Are you frustrated when a slick salesman tries to pitch his product on 

you?  Now, I don’t mean to put down all people in sales; the good ones provide 

a useful service when they connect people with products and services that will 

truly be helpful to them.  But you know what I mean:  the ridiculous salesman 

on the phone who tries to sell you siding even if you have a brick house or even 

if you don’t even own your own home.  The use of manipulative means to 

persuade people over to your point of view is nothing new.  In the ancient world 

there were traveling speakers known as sophists who would come into town and 

try to gather a hearing for themselves.  The more followers you had, the more 

money you could make and the more luxurious life you could lead.  Corinth was 

a place where a lot of trade was carried on and there must have been many who 

came into town and tried to gather listeners.  In contrast to all these and their 

shenanigans, Paul came with a simple message:  Jesus is the Son of God who 

was put to death for your sins and raised again on the third day to give you 

eternal life.  Paul decided that in his preaching and teaching he would use no 

other message than “Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”  Why is this so 

important, also today?  (1) Christ crucified provides the solid foundation for 

our faith.  (2) Christ crucified is the secret and hidden wisdom that God 

decreed for our glory.  (3) Christ crucified is the message by which the Holy 

Spirit works.   

---  I  --- 

 Christ and Him crucified provides the solid foundation for your faith.  Do 

you want your eternal destiny to be built on the wisdom of man, or on the 

power of God?  Today there are not just speakers coming to town and inviting 

folks to have a listen.  There are many other voices vying for our attention on 

the television and radio, through the internet and all sorts of social media.  

What attracts attention are presenters who are entertaining, if they can make 

people laugh or cry (or cry then laugh).  If they can gather a following for 

themselves they can demand high fees for their speeches.  Look how much the 
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stars of Hollywood demand just to appear in a movie!  Paul did not come with 

that impressive way of presenting himself:  “I was with you in weakness and in 

fear and much trembling” (v.3).  With great fear and trepidation Paul laid 

before the people of Corinth the truth of Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  What 

Paul was about was simply placing before people the truth that they needed to 

hear:  you are a sinner condemned by God, but He has sent His Son to take 

your sins upon Himself, pay for them with His death on the cross, and be raised 

again on the third day so that you may live each day in Him and finally receive 

eternal life in the new creation.  In his second letter to the Corinthians he says, 

“But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways.  We refuse to practice 

cunning or to tamper with God’s word, but by the open statement of the truth 

we would commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God” (2 

Corinthians 4:2).  “The open statement of the truth” is what builds the church 

of God in such a way that it will last.  Any other approach puts us on a 

foundation that will pass away. 

---  II  --- 

 Christ and Him crucified is the secret and hidden wisdom that God 

decreed for our glory.  “We impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which 

God decreed before the ages for our glory” (v.6).   

 This is the message that leads to glory.  This is where eternal life with 

Christ is freely offered.  The rulers of this age “are doomed to pass away” (v.6).  

But Christ has prepared for us a kingdom, a world, that cannot be shaken or 

moved, a life that will not perish, spoil, or fade.  “What no eye has seen, nor ear 

heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who 

love him” (v.9).  These things the Spirit of God has revealed to His apostles.  

Paul Himself will make reference to the things that will happen to those who 

believe in Jesus Christ.  As Paul declares Jesus Christ and Him crucified, it will 

take him to many different teachings of the Christian faith.  Chapter 15, for 

example, is the great chapter on the resurrection from the dead.  Without this 

resurrection, we would be still in our sins; the crucifixion of Christ would be 

pure defeat.  But in the crucified and risen Christ we glimpse our future glory. 

 The wisdom of God is secret and hidden.  That is to say, no one will 

discover it on his own or her own.  Who could have figured out that God would 
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save people from their sins and eternally from all their troubles by means of a 

horrible execution?  What fiction writer could have invented this scenario 

whereby God becomes man and puts Himself under all the requirements of His 

creatures – and fulfills them all completely?  Who could have guessed that God 

would come Himself, in the person of His Son, to take sin and death and 

punishment and hell into His own person and suffer it all in full?  Who could 

have engineered the plan, the gift, by which righteousness and victory and life 

would be made available to the whole human race by means of the Son of God’s 

crucifixion and resurrection?   

 This is why we need to keep hearing the word of God:  there is no other 

place where you can get this.  This is why the message of the Christ needs to be 

told and proclaimed and taught and preached and shared with all people:  

without this message coming from the church, where are people going to hear 

it?  Who is going to proclaim it, if not we?  It will not be something that people 

can figure out on their own.   

 A few years ago, when the Stan Musial Veterans Memorial Bridge was 

finished, Dawn and I were among those who walked across it the day it opened.  

It was a celebration of human achievement.  As I understand it, it is the third-

largest cable-stayed bridge in the United States.  The pilings go down about 100 

feet below the surface of the mighty Mississippi and support the towers that rise 

about 400 feet above the water.  From these towers hang cables that hold up the 

deck and four lanes of traffic 60 feet above the surface of the water.  It would 

seem as though the engineering and construction skills of man have conquered 

the mighty Mississippi.  But while the bridge will, God-willing, carry tens of 

thousands of vehicles over the river for many years to come, the best engineers 

cannot bring back the man who was killed in the construction of the bridge.  

During the course of construction, a 35-year family man was killed when the lift 

that was carrying him, and to which he was tethered, slipped off a barge into 

the river.  The best officials can do is name a stretch of the highway approach 

the “Andy Gammon Memorial Highway.”  Where is the power that can bridge 

the gap between God and man?  What is there that can bring a man safely from 

this life into eternal life with God?  The only thing that can do this is the 
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message of Christ crucified for the sins of the world and raised again in glory.  

That is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes. 

---  III  --- 

 Christ and Him crucified provides the means by which the Holy Spirit 

works in us.  The words that Paul spoke were “in demonstration of the Spirit 

and of power” (v.4).  “These things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. 

For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God.  For who knows a 

person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no 

one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.  Now we have 

received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we 

might understand the things freely given us by God” (vv.10-12).  Without the 

Spirit of God at work in us, the things of Christ crucified are foolishness to us.  

The unbeliever asks, “A guy was nailed to a cross many years ago in a far away 

land.  That is tragic, by what difference does that make for me?”  But when the 

Spirit of God is working in us, we say, “That was not just some ordinary man.  

That was the Son of God in human flesh.  His death was my death.  He is my 

Substitute who died and was punished in my place.  That is my Savior and He 

has taken away my sins.  His life is my life.  He rose from the dead; now I have 

life with Him that will never end.”   

 The Holy Spirit does not use the words of human wisdom.  The Spirit of 

truth does not build the church on lies or errors or misinformation. He works 

by means of the true word that points to Jesus.  This is in line with the promise 

of Jesus to His disciples, when He said that the Spirit would testify of Him.  

Jesus promised that the Spirit would bring to the remembrance of the apostles 

all that Jesus said to them (John 14:26).  He told them:  “But when the Helper 

comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who 

proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me” (John 15:26).  Jesus 

promised:  “He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to 

you” (John 16:14).   

 “Jesus Christ and Him Crucified” – may God help us not to know or use 

any other truth.  It provides a solid foundation for our faith.  It was decreed for 

our glory.  It is the means by which the Holy Spirit works.  Amen. 
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