
4th Sunday after Epiphany + January 29, 2023 + 10:00 a.m. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, New Minden, Illinois 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Covington, Illinois 

Lutheran Service Book—Divine Service, Setting Three 
 

HYMN:  “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”                            LSB 904 
Martin Luther College 

 

1. Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 

We are gathered all to hear You. 

Let our hearts and souls be stirred 

Now to seek and love and fear You, 

By Your teachings, sweet and holy, 

Drawn from earth to love You solely. 

 

2. All our knowledge, sense, and sight 

Lie in deepest darkness shrouded 

Till Your Spirit breaks our night 

With the beams of truth unclouded. 

You alone to God can win us; 

You must work all good within us. 

 

3. Gracious Savior, good and kind, 

Light of Light, from God proceeding, 

Open now our heart and mind; 

Help us by Your Spirit’s pleading. 

Hear the cry Your Church now raises; 

Hear and bless our prayers and praises. 

 

4. Father, Son, and Spirit, Lord, 

Praise to You and adoration! 

Grant that we may trust Your Word, 

Confident of our salvation, 

While we here below must wander, 

Till we sing Your praises yonder. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                       LSB 184-185 
  

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

 

P: Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C: Who made heaven and earth. 

 

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P: Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners 

confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean 

and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and 

deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, 

seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.    

C: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten 

Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake 

grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 

Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your 

will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by 

Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.   

 

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us 

and has given His only Son to die for us and for His sake 

forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on His name 

He gives power to become the children of God and has 

promised them His Holy Spirit.  He that believes and is 

baptized shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C: Amen. 
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PSALM:  Read Psalm 15 
1 O Lord, who shall sojourn in your tent? 

    Who shall dwell on your holy hill? 
2 He who walks blamelessly and does what is right 

    and speaks truth in his heart; 
3 who does not slander with his tongue 

    and does no evil to his neighbor, 

    nor takes up a reproach against his friend; 
4 in whose eyes a vile person is despised, 

    but who honors those who fear the Lord; 

who swears to his own hurt and does not change; 
5 who does not put out his money at interest 

    and does not take a bribe against the innocent. 

He who does these things shall never be moved. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

KYRIE  LSB 186 / TLH p.7 or 17 
 

C: Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Christ, have mercy upon us.   

Lord, have mercy upon us.   

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  LSB 187-189 / TLH pp. 7-9 or 17-19   
 

C: Glory be to God on high and on earth peace, goodwill 

toward men.  We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship 

Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to thee, for thy 

great glory.  O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father 

Almighty.  O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God,  Son of the Father, that 

takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our 

prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the 

Father, have mercy upon us.  For Thou only art holy; 

Thou only art the Lord.  Thou only, O Christ, with the 

Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen.   
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And with thy spirit.  
 

P: Let us pray.  Almighty God, You know we live in the midst 

of so many dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand 

upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all 

dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT                                                      Micah 6:1–8                              
 

P:         1Hear what the LORD says: 

      Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 

        and let the hills hear your voice. 
        2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, 

        and you enduring foundations of the earth, 

      for the LORD has an indictment against his people, 

        and he will contend with Israel. 
  
        3“O my people, what have I done to you? 

        How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
        4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 

        and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 

      and I sent before you Moses, 

        Aaron, and Miriam. 
        5O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 

        and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 

      and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

        that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
 

        6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 

        and bow myself before God on high? 

      Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

        with calves a year old? 
        7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

        with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

      Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

        the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
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        8He has told you, O man, what is good; 

        and what does the LORD require of you 

      but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

        and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

P: This is the word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE                                                         1 Corinthians 1:18–31                
 

P: 18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but 

to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is 

written, 
 

      “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

        and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 

debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 

world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 

God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we 

preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and 

Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling 

block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, 

both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 

weakness of God is stronger than men. 

      26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were 

wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not 

many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the 

world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to 

shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the 

world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 
29so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30He 

is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our 

wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 
31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the 

Lord.” 
 

P: This is the word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN:  “Not What These Hands Have Done”   

Lutheran TV – Hymns from LSB St. John LCMS Hubbard, IA    LSB 567 / TLH 389 
 

1. Not what these hands have done 

Can save this guilty soul; 

Not what this toiling flesh has borne 

Can make my spirit whole. 
 

2. Not what I feel or do 

Can give me peace with God; 

Not all my prayers and sighs and tears 

Can bear my awful load. 
 

3. Thy work alone, O Christ, 

Can ease this weight of sin; 

Thy blood alone, O Lamb of God, 

Can give me peace within. 
 

4. Thy love to me, O God, 

Not mine, O Lord to Thee, 

Can rid me of this dark unrest 

And set my spirit free. 
 

5. Thy grace alone, O God, 

To me can pardon speak; 

Thy pow'r alone, O Son of God, 

Can this sore bondage break. 
 

6. I bless the Christ of God, 

I rest on love divine, 

And with unfalt’ring lip and heart 

I call this Savior mine. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                     Matthew 5:1-12 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 5th chapter. 

C: (Sing:)  Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

P:          1Seeing the crowds, He [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and 

when he sat down, his disciples came to him.  

      2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

      3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
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heaven. 

      4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

      5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

      6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

for they shall be satisfied. 

      7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

      8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

      9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of 

God. 

      10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ 

sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

      11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you 

and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so 

they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: (Sing:)  Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED LSB 192                                                          

C:          I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 

         And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead.  

         I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

HYMN:  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”                LSB 425 
LutheranWarbler 

 

1. When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of Glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 
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2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

Save in the death of Christ, my God; 

All the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to His blood. 
 

3. See, from His head, His hands, His feet 

Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 

4. Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were a tribute far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all! 
 

SERMON:  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

         “The Word of the Cross:  God’s Power and God’s Wisdom”  
 

HYMN:  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” LSB 427 / TLH 354 
LutheranWarbler 
 

1. In the cross of Christ I glory, 

Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story 

Gathers round its head sublime. 
 

2. When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake me; 

Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 
 

3. When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 

From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds more luster to the day. 
 

4. Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure 

By the Cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 

Joys that through all time abide. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COLLECT FOR THE WORD                              

P: Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed.  

Make it a word of power and peace to convert those not yet 

Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving 

faith.  May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from 

the heart to the lip, and from the lip to the life that, as You 

have promised, Your word may achieve the purpose for 

which You send it; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

C: Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION [LSB 202] 

P: The Lord Bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine 

upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His 

countenance upon you and give you peace.    

C: (Sing:)  Amen, amen, amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN:  “Abide, O Dearest Jesus” LSB 919 / TLH 53 
Lutheran TV St.  John’s LCMS, Hubbard, Iowa 

 

1. Abide, O dearest Jesus, 

Among us with Your grace 

That Satan may not harm us 

Nor we to sin give place. 

 

2. Abide, O dear Redeemer, 

Among us with Your Word, 

And thus now and hereafter 

True peace and joy afford. 

 

3. Abide with heav’nly brightness 

Among us, precious Light; 

Your truth direct and keep us 

From error’s gloomy night. 

 

4. Abide with richest blessings 

Among us, bounteous Lord; 

Let us in grace and wisdom 

Grow daily through Your Word. 

 

5. Abide with Your protection 

Among us, Lord, our strength, 

Lest world and Satan fell us 

And overcome at length. 

 

6. Abide, O faithful Savior, 

Among us with Your love; 

Grant steadfastness and help us 

To reach our home above. 
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