
The 3rd Sunday in Advent + December 11, 2022 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, New Minden, Illinois 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Covington, Illinois 

 

HYMN:  “When All the World Was Cursed” LSB 349 / TLH 272 
Lutheran TV – Hymns from the LSB, St. John  LCMS, Hubbard, IA 

1. When all the world was cursed  

By Moses’ condemnation, 

Saint John the Baptist came 

With words of consolation. 

With true forerunner’s zeal  

The greater One he named, 

And Him, as yet unknown,  

As Savior he proclaimed. 
 

2. Before he yet was born,  

He leaped in joyful meeting, 

Confessing Him as Lord 

Whose mother he was greeting. 

By Jordan’s rolling stream, 

A new Elijah bold, 

He testified of Him 

Of whom the prophets told: 
 

3. Behold the Lamb of God 

That bears the world’s transgression, 

Whose sacrifice removes 

The devil’s dread oppression. 

Behold the Lamb of God, 

Who takes away our sin, 

Who for our peace and joy 

Will full atonement win. 
 

4. O grant, dear Lord of love, 

That we receive, rejoicing, 

The word proclaimed by John, 

Our true repentance voicing, 

That gladly we may walk 

Upon our Savior’s way 

Until we live with Him 

In His eternal day.                          © 1941 Concordia Publishing House 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                       LSB 184-185 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
 

P: Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C: Who made heaven and earth. 
 

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

P: O almighty God, merciful Father,  

C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.  

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death 

of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  
 

P: Upon this your confession, I by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace 

of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command 

of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen. 

 

PSALM:  Read Psalm 146  
1 Praise the Lord! 

Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 

    I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
3 Put not your trust in princes, 

    in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 
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4 When his breath departs, he returns to the earth; 

    on that very day his plans perish. 
5 Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 

    whose hope is in the Lord his God, 
6 who made heaven and earth, 

    the sea, and all that is in them, 

who keeps faith forever; 
7     who executes justice for the oppressed, 

    who gives food to the hungry. 

The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
8     the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 

The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 

    the Lord loves the righteous. 
9 The Lord watches over the sojourners; 

    he upholds the widow and the fatherless, 

    but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
10 The Lord will reign forever, 

    your God, O Zion, to all generations. 

Praise the Lord! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

KYRIE  LSB 186 / TLH p.7 or 17 

St. John’s Confirmation Reunion, July 30, 2017 
 

C: (Sing:)   

Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Christ, have mercy upon us.   

Lord, have mercy upon us.   

 

The Gloria in Excelsis is omitted during Advent. 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And with thy spirit.  
 

P: Let us pray.  Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our 

prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your 

gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT                                                Isaiah 35:1–10           

P:         1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 

        the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 
        2it shall blossom abundantly 

        and rejoice with joy and singing. 

      The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

        the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

      They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

        the majesty of our God. 
 

        3Strengthen the weak hands, 

        and make firm the feeble knees. 
        4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 

        “Be strong; fear not! 

      Behold, your God 

        will come with vengeance, 

      with the recompense of God. 

        He will come and save you.” 
 

        5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

        and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
        6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 

        and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 

      For waters break forth in the wilderness, 

        and streams in the desert; 
        7the burning sand shall become a pool, 

        and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

      in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 
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        the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 

        8And a highway shall be there, 

        and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 

      the unclean shall not pass over it. 

        It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 

        even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 
        9No lion shall be there, 

        nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

      they shall not be found there, 

        but the redeemed shall walk there. 
        10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 

        and come to Zion with singing; 

      everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

        they shall obtain gladness and joy, 

        and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

P: This is the word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE                                                                    James 5:7–11 

P: 7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. 

See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, 

being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late 

rains. 8You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the 

coming of the Lord is at hand. 9Do not grumble against one 

another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the 

Judge is standing at the door. 10As an example of suffering 

and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the 

name of the Lord. 11Behold, we consider those blessed who 

remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of 

Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the 

Lord is compassionate and merciful. 
 

P: This is the word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN:  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB 357 / TLH 62 
Concordia Publishing House Hymns for All Saints Advent Christmas Epiphany 

 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. 

         Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice!   

                        Emmanuel  

                        Shall come to thee,  

                        O Israel! 

 

2. O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord’rest all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, 

And teach us in her ways to go.  Refrain 

 

4. O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 

Free them from Satan’s tyranny 

That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 

And give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  Refrain 

 

5. O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery.  Refrain 

 

7. O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace.   Refrain 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                     Matthew 11:2–15 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th chapter. 

C: Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

P: 2Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the 

Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are 

you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 
4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear 

and see: 5 the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, 

lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised 

up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6 And 

blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

      7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 

concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness 

to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go 

out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those 

who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then did 

you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than 

a prophet. 10This is he of whom it is written, 
 

       “‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

        who will prepare your way before you.’ 
 

11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has 

arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who 

is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12From 

the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven 

has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 13For 

all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if 

you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He 

who has ears to hear, let him hear. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED LSB 192                                                          

C:          I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth. 

         And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried.  He descended into hell. The third day 

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead.  

         I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN:  “Hark the Glad Sound”  LSB 349 / TLH 66 
Lutheran TV – Hymns from the LSB St. John’s LCMS Hubbard, IA 

 
 

1. Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

The Savior promised long; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 

And ev’ry voice a song. 
 

2. He comes the pris’ners to release, 

In Satan’s bondage held. 

The gates of brass before Him burst, 

The iron fetters yield. 
 

3. He comes the broken heart to bind, 

The bleeding soul to cure, 

And with the treasures of His grace 

To enrich the humble poor. 

 

4. Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

Thy welcome shall proclaim, 

And heav’n’s eternal arches ring 

With Thy beloved name. 
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SERMON:  “The Desert Blooms with Joy!” Isaiah 35:1-10 

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE:  “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”  

LutheranWarbler                                                                                          LSB 352 / TLH 91 

 

1. Let the earth now praise the Lord, 

Who has truly kept His word 

And at last to us did send 

Christ, the sinner’s help and friend. 
 

2. What the fathers most desired, 

What the prophets’ heart inspired, 

What they longed for many a year, 

Stands fulfilled in glory here. 
 

3. Abram’s promised great reward, 

Zion’s helper, Jacob’s Lord-- 

Him of twofold race behold-- 

Truly came, as long foretold. 
 

4. As Your coming was in peace, 

Quiet, full of gentleness, 

Let the same mind dwell in me 

Which is Yours eternally. 
 

5. Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to You in faith, 

Safely kept through life and death. 
 

6. Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 

I with joy will see Your face, 

Freely ransomed by Your grace. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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LORD’S PRAYER  

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

COLLECT FOR THE WORD                              

P: Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed.  

Make it a word of power and peace to convert those not yet 

Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving 

faith.  May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from 

the heart to the lip, and from the lip to the life that, as You 

have promised, Your word may achieve the purpose for 

which You send it; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

C: Amen. 
 

 

BENEDICTION [LSB 202] 

P: The Lord Bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face 

shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up 

His countenance upon you and give you peace.   

C: Amen, amen, amen. 
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HYMN: “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring” LSB 353 / TLH 56 
Lutheran Songbird Project 

 

1. Jesus came, the heav’ns adoring, 

Came with peace from realms on high; 

Jesus came to win redemption, 

Lowly came on earth to die; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Came in deep humility. 

 

2. Jesus comes again in mercy 

When our hearts are worn with care; 

Jesus comes again in answer 

To an earnest, heart-felt prayer; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Comes to save us from despair. 

 

3. Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing, 

Bringing news of sins forgiv’n; 

Jesus comes with words of gladness, 

Leading souls redeemed to heav’n. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Hope to all the world is giv’n. 

 

4. Jesus comes in joy and sorrow, 

Shares alike our hopes and fears; 

Jesus comes, whate’er befalls us, 

Cheers our hearts and dries our tears; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Comforts us in failing years. 
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