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 “The Days Are Coming” + Luke 21:5-28 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost + November 13, 2022 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 Everyone wants to know what the future will bring.  The pundits all 

wanted to predict the results of the Election ahead of time.  The weather 

forecasters do their best to tell us what the next seven days will bring, and some 

even dare to tell us their predictions for a whole season.  Will the temperature 

be above average or below average?  What of the precipitation?  In the 

financial world advisors are paid to prognosticate about interest rates, the stock 

market, unemployment figures—you name it.  What will be up and what will be 

down the next time reports come out?  In the world of sports a lot of attention is 

devoted to “picks”—who do you pick to win this game or division or series or 

championship?  And so it goes in the world of politics and many other realms.  

As helpful as it may seem to know the future, it is something that God has 

hidden from us.  But when it comes to the future of our life with Him, He does 

not leave us in the dark.  True, we do not know the day or the hour when Christ 

will return, we do not know the day we will die, but we do know what we need 

to know about the future because the Lord Jesus has made it known to us—

such as in the words recorded by the Evangelist Luke in the text before us.  

“The days are coming!” says Jesus.  What kind of days are coming?  (1) Days of 

danger, (2) days of opportunity for witness, and (3) the day of great joy!  

---  I  --- 

 First of all, days of danger are coming.  Jesus warns of many fearful 

events to come.  As far as the disciples were concerned, one of the most 

shocking was that the beautiful temple that stood there in Jerusalem would be 

totally destroyed.  “While some were speaking of the temple, how it was 

adorned with noble stones and offerings, [Jesus] said, ‘As for these things that 

you see, the days will come when there will not be left here one stone upon 

another that will not be thrown down’” (vv.5-6).  We are told these stones were 

absolutely huge.  King Herod the Great had spend 46 years building and 

decorating this temple, greatly expanding and enhancing it from the days when 

it was rebuilt after the return from the Babylonian exile.  To say that the temple 

would be destroyed—that got the disciples’ attention.   
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 Jesus says there is more:  Jerusalem, the great city itself, would be 

destroyed. “‘But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know 

that its desolation has come near. Then let those who are in Judea flee to the 

mountains, and let those who are inside the city depart, and let not those who 

are out in the country enter it, for these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that 

is written. Alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing 

infants in those days! For there will be great distress upon the earth and wrath 

against this people. They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive 

among all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, 

until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled’” (vv.20-24).  These events already 

came true in 70 A.D. when the Roman armies came in and leveled Jerusalem.  

Many of the Jewish people who had rejected Jesus as the Savior stayed to fight 

and were destroyed.  But many other Jewish people who had come to believe in 

the Lord Jesus as the Promised Savior were spared because they followed the 

advice that Jesus had given here some forty years before:  When you see armies 

coming to Jerusalem and surrounding it, evacuate!   

 Jesus warns that false Christ’s would arise:  “And he said, ‘See that you 

are not led astray. For many will come in my name, saying, “I am he!” and, 

“The time is at hand!” Do not go after them’” (v.8).  Throughout the ages this, 

too, has come true, and even in our own day.  Some have claimed that they were 

the Christ who had returned.    

 Jesus warned against wars and revolutions:  “‘And when you hear of wars 

and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, but the 

end will not be at once.’  Then he said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation, 

and kingdom against kingdom’” (vv.9-10).  On a daily basis there are wars 

taking place and rumors of more wars.  These point to the end of all things, but 

it will not happen right away.   

 Jesus warned about so-called “natural” disasters:  “There will be great 

earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences. And there will be 

terrors and great signs from heaven” (v.11).  We say “so-called” natural 

disasters because, from the Christian viewpoint, there is really nothing 

“natural” about them.  God did not make a broken creation.  He made a 

creation that was good in every respect.  It is sin and the rebellion of man that 
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has brought all these troubles upon us.  And we can expect them to increase as 

we get closer to the return of Jesus.  At creation God made the sun and the 

moon and the stars to mark days and times and years in an orderly fashion.  

Toward the very end we can expect that their constancy would be put into 

question:  “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth 

distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 

people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. 

For the powers of the heavens will be shaken” (vv.25-26).   

 The Lord uses these things to show people that this world as we know it is 

not permanent so that we will turn our attention away from the things of this 

world and to Him and His everlasting words:  “Heaven and earth will pass 

away but My word will never pass away.”  Jesus wants us, and the whole world, 

to live in daily repentance, being sorry for our sins and trusting that He lived, 

died, and rose again from the dead to take away the sins of the world.  He wants 

us to acknowledge our sin that has a part in wrecking this world and believe in 

Him for the forgiveness of sins.  “Be warned!”  He says to us all, for days of 

danger are coming. 

---  II  --- 

 Second, Jesus tells of days of opportunity for witness.  Jesus will provide 

us with what we need to be witnesses to Him, even in the moment of the greatest 

crisis of persecution:   “‘But before all this they will lay their hands on you and 

persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be 

brought before kings and governors for my name’s sake. This will be your 

opportunity to bear witness. Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate 

beforehand how to answer, for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none 

of your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be 

delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and some 

of you they will put to death. You will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But 

not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your 

lives’” (vv.12-19).  God wants all people to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of the truth.  He is so kind and so merciful that He has decided to 

use the very opposition in the hearts of stubborn rulers to bring about more 

opportunities for them to hear the saving Gospel.  A ruler hates the Lord Jesus 
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and any talk of Him, so he arrests Christians and hauls them in front of him to 

harass and punish them.  By so doing, he brings a mouthpiece of God Himself 

into his presence.  This has happened again and again throughout history, and 

many hostile rulers have been converted to Christ.  Often great periods of 

Church growth have been in places and during times of great persecution. 

 We also bear witness as we carry on our daily callings.  Our reading from 

2 Thessalonians today says:  “For even when we were with you, we would give 

you this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. For we hear 

that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. Now 

such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their 

work quietly and to earn their own living” (2 Thessalonians 3:10-12).  The 

Christians in Thessalonica were so deeply convinced that Jesus was coming 

back soon that many of them quit their jobs.  Paul has to scold and instruct 

them for that, and urges them to go about working faithfully, showing their 

faith by serving their neighbor in their occupation.   Each day until Jesus 

returns is a day of opportunity for serving in this way. 

---  III  --- 

 Third, Jesus says the Day of great joy is coming:  “And then they will see 

the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now when these 

things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your 

redemption is drawing near” (vv.27-28).  Redemption is the freedom from 

slavery through the payment of a price.  Even the great apostle Paul, looking at 

his own life in this world, lamented that he was a slave to sin (Romans 7).  He 

was looking forward to and describing for us “the redemption of our bodies.”   

 Jesus has paid the full price for our redemption by His life and death and 

resurrection, but we are yet to enjoy the full benefits of His sacrifice.  Now our 

life with God is all hidden away with Christ in God; when He appears in glory 

then we shall be like Him in glory, for we shall see Him as He is.  Our mortal 

bodies will be transformed to be like His glorious body.  Death will be no more, 

and every trace of death already at work in us will be wiped away.  You know, 

each one of us is terminal right now—though we may not yet know which 

disease will take us—but Jesus will take that all away when He returns.  Amen. 
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