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HYMN:  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                          LSB 656 
Higher Things youth conference, 2015, Concordia University, Seward, NE 

 

1. A mighty fortress is our God, 

A trusty shield and weapon; 

He helps us free from ev’ry need 

That hath us now o’ertaken. 

The old evil foe 

Now means deadly woe; 

Deep guile and great might 

Are his dread arms in fight; 

On earth is not his equal. 

 

2. With might of ours can naught be done, 

Soon were our loss effected; 

But for us fights the Valiant One, 

Whom God Himself elected. 

Ask ye, Who is this? 

Jesus Christ it is, 

Of Sabaoth Lord, 

And there's none other God; 

He holds the field forever. 

 

3. Though devils all the world should fill, 

All eager to devour us. 

We tremble not, we fear no ill; 

They shall not overpow’r us. 

This world’s prince may still 

Scowl fierce as he will, 

He can harm us none. 

He's judged; the deed is done; 

One little word can fell him. 
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4. The Word they still shall let remain 

Nor any thanks have for it; 

He's by our side upon the plain 

With His good gifts and Spirit. 

And take they our life, 

Goods, fame, child, and wife, 

Though these all be gone, 

Our vict’ry has been won; 

The Kingdom ours remaineth. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                       LSB 184-185 
P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

 

P: Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C: Who made heaven and earth. 

 

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P: O almighty God, merciful Father,  

C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.  But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

 

P: Upon this your confession, I by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all 

of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen. 
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PSALM:  Psalm 46  
1 God is our refuge and strength, 

    a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 

    though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
3 though its waters roar and foam, 

    though the mountains tremble at its swelling. Selah 
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

    the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 

    God will help her when morning dawns. 
6 The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 

    he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
7 The Lord of hosts is with us; 

    the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah 
8 Come, behold the works of the Lord, 

    how he has brought desolations on the earth. 
9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

    he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

    he burns the chariots with fire. 
10 “Be still, and know that I am God. 

    I will be exalted among the nations, 

    I will be exalted in the earth!” 
11 The Lord of hosts is with us; 

    the God of Jacob is our fortress.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

 

KYRIE  LSB 186 / TLH p.7 or 17 
 

C: Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Christ, have mercy upon us.   

Lord, have mercy upon us.   
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  LSB 187-189 / TLH pp. 7-9 or 17-19   
 

C: Glory be to God on high and on earth peace, goodwill 

toward men.  We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship 

Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to thee, for thy 

great glory.  O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father 

Almighty.  O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God,  Son of the Father, that 

takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our 

prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the 

Father, have mercy upon us.  For Thou only art holy; 

Thou only art the Lord.  Thou only, O Christ, with the 

Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen.   

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And with thy spir - it.  
 

P: Let us pray. Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy 

Spirit on Your faithful people.  Keep us steadfast in Your grace 

and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us 

against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: A - men. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT                                        2 Chronicles 34:14-28                         
P:          14 While they were bringing out the money that had been 

brought into the house of the Lord, Hilkiah the priest found the 

Book of the Law of the Lord given through Moses. 15 Then 

Hilkiah answered and said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have 

found the Book of the Law in the house of the Lord.” And 

Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan. 16 Shaphan brought the book 

to the king, and further reported to the king, “All that was 

committed to your servants they are doing. 17 They have 

emptied out the money that was found in the house of 

the Lord and have given it into the hand of the overseers and 
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the workmen.” 18 Then Shaphan the secretary told the king, 

“Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read 

from it before the king. 
         19 And when the king heard the words of the Law, he tore 

his clothes. 20 And the king commanded Hilkiah, Ahikam the 

son of Shaphan, Abdon the son of Micah, Shaphan the 

secretary, and Asaiah the king's servant, saying, 21 “Go, inquire 

of the Lord for me and for those who are left in Israel and in 

Judah, concerning the words of the book that has been found. 

For great is the wrath of the Lord that is poured out on us, 

because our fathers have not kept the word of the Lord, to do 

according to all that is written in this book.” 
         22 So Hilkiah and those whom the king had sent went to 

Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tokhath, 

son of Hasrah, keeper of the wardrobe (now she lived in 

Jerusalem in the Second Quarter) and spoke to her to that 

effect. 23 And she said to them, “Thus says the Lord, the God of 

Israel: ‘Tell the man who sent you to me, 24 Thus says the Lord, 

Behold, I will bring disaster upon this place and upon its 

inhabitants, all the curses that are written in the book that was 

read before the king of Judah. 25 Because they have forsaken me 

and have made offerings to other gods, that they might provoke 

me to anger with all the works of their hands, therefore my 

wrath will be poured out on this place and will not be 

quenched. 26 But to the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire 

of the Lord, thus shall you say to him, Thus says the Lord, the 

God of Israel: Regarding the words that you have 

heard, 27 because your heart was tender and you humbled 

yourself before God when you heard his words against this 

place and its inhabitants, and you have humbled yourself before 

me and have torn your clothes and wept before me, I also have 

heard you, declares the Lord. 28 Behold, I will gather you to 

your fathers, and you shall be gathered to your grave in peace, 

and your eyes shall not see all the disaster that I will bring upon 

this place and its inhabitants.’” And they brought back word to 

the king. 
 

P: This is the word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE                                                                Romans 3:19-28               
P:          19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to 

those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be 

stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to 

God. 20 For by works of the law no human being will be 

justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge 

of sin. 
         21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested 

apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear 

witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in 

Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 

and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward 

as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This 

was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine 

forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show 

his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just 

and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
         27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. 

By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law 

of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart 

from works of the law. 
 

P: This is the word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

HYMN:  “Salvation unto Us Has Come”  sts.1-6               LSB 555 
Here We Stand: Singing the Hymns of the Reformation Higher Things 

 

1. Salvation unto us has come 

By God's free grace and favor; 

Good works cannot avert our doom, 

They help and save us never. 

Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, 

Who did for all the world atone; 

He is our one Redeemer. 
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2. What God did in His Law demand 

And none to Him could render 

Caused wrath and woe on ev’ry hand 

For man, the vile offender. 

Our flesh has not those pure desires 

The spirit of the Law requires, 

And lost is our condition. 
 

3. It was a false, misleading dream 

That God His Law had given 

That sinners could themselves redeem 

And by their works gain heaven. 

The Law is but a mirror bright 

To bring the inbred sin to light 

That lurks within our nature. 
 

4. From sin our flesh could not abstain, 

Sin held its sway unceasing; 

The task was useless and in vain, 

Our guilt was e’er increasing. 

None can remove sin’s poisoned dart 

Or purify our guileful heart-- 

So deep is our corruption. 
 

5. Yet as the law must be fulfilled 

Or we must die despairing, 

Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, 

Our human nature sharing. 

He has for us the Law obeyed 

And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 

Which over us impended. 
 

6. Since Christ has full atonement made 

And brought to us salvation, 

Each Christian therefore may be glad 

And build on this foundation. 

Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 

Your death is now my life indeed, 

For You have paid my ransom. 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                         John 8:31-36 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 8th chapter. 

C: Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

P:          31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If 

you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you 

will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They 

answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have 

never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You 

will become free’?” 
         34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does 

not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 

So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                       LSB inside back cover or 192 

C:          I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

         And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits 

at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and 

the dead.  

         I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN:  “Salvation unto Us Has Come” sts.7-10              LSB 555 
Here We Stand: Singing the Hymns of the Reformation Higher Things 

 

7. Let me not doubt, but truly see 

Your Word cannot be broken: 

Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!” 

No falsehood have You spoken. 

Baptized into Your precious name, 

My faith cannot be put to shame, 

And I shall never perish. 

 

8. The Law reveals the guilt of sin 

And makes us conscience-stricken; 

But then the Gospel enters in 

The sinful soul to quicken. 

Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; 

The Law no peace can ever give, 

No comfort and no blessing. 

 

9. Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 

And rests in Him unceasing; 

And by its fruits true faith is known, 

With love and hope increasing. 

For faith alone can justify; 

Works serve our neighbor and supply 

The proof that faith is living. 

 

10. All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 

To Father, Son, and Spirit, 

The God who saved us by His grace; 

All glory to His merit. 

O triune God in heav’n above, 

You have revealed Your saving love; 

Your blessèd name we hallow. 
 

 

SERMON:  “Justified by Grace through Faith” Romans 3:19-28 
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HYMN:  “If Your Beloved Son, O God”  LSB 568 / TLH 375 
St. Paul Lutheran Church Austin 

 

1. If Your beloved Son, O God, 

Had not to earth descended 

And in our mortal flesh and blood 

Had not sin’s power ended, 

Then this poor, wretched soul of mine 

In hell eternally would pine 

Because of my transgression. 

 

2. But now I find sweet peace and rest; 

Despair no more reigns o’er me. 

No more am I by sin oppressed, 

For Christ has borne sin for me. 

Upon the cross for me He died 

That, reconciled, I might abide 

With You, my God, forever. 

 

3. I trust in Him with all my heart; 

Now all my sorrow ceases. 

His words abiding peace impart; 

His blood from guilt releases. 

Free grace through Him I now obtain; 

He washes me from ev’ry stain, 

And pure I stand before Him. 

 

4. All righteousness by works is vain; 

The Law brings condemnation. 

True righteousness by faith I gain; 

Christ’s work is my salvation. 

His death, that perfect sacrifice, 

Has paid the all-sufficient price; 

In Him my hope is anchored. 
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5. My guilt, O Father, You have laid 

On Christ, Your Son, my Savior. 

Lord Jesus, You my debt have paid 

And gained for me God’s favor. 

O Holy Spirit, Fount of grace, 

The good in me to You I trace; 

In faith and hope preserve me. 

 
OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COLLECT FOR THE WORD     

P: Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed.  

Make it a word of power and peace to convert those not yet 

Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving 

faith.  May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from 

the heart to the lip, and from the lip to the life that, as You 

have promised, Your word may achieve the purpose for 

which You send it; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

C: Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION [LSB 202] 

P: The Lord Bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face 

shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up 

His countenance upon you and give you peace.    

C: Amen. 
 



Worship for October 30, 2022, Page 12 
 

CLOSING HYMN:  “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”   

Higher Things Te Deum Youth Conference - 2015 NE                                                       LSB 655 
 

1. Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 

Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 

And bring to naught all He has done. 

 

2. Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 

For You are Lord of lords alone; 

Defend Your holy Church that we 

May sing your praise eternally. 

 

3. O Comforter of priceless worth, 

Send peace and unity on earth; 

Support us in our final strife 

And lead us out of death to life. 
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