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“Praying without Losing Heart” 

Luke 18:1-8 

19th Sunday after Pentecost + October 16, 2022 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 In the text today, we find that Jesus mentions “His [God’s] elect” (v.7).  

About whom is Jesus speaking?  He is speaking about us believers in Christ.  You 

see, before the world was even made, God chose us, elected us, to be His own.  This 

choosing was not based on anything we would do in our lives, but based on His 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  God “chose us in Him before the foundation of the 

world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him.  In love He predestined 

us for adoption through Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 1:4-5).   

 As God’s elect, His chosen ones, we know that we will spend eternity with 

Him.  We know that we are God’s children.  And yet, we face many troubles.  We 

cry out to God “day and night.”  To help us in this in-between time until we enter 

glory, Jesus helps us with this parable, which He told with this purpose:  “He told 

them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart” 

(v.1).  How does the Lord help us not to lose heart when we pray?  How do we 

pray in faith?  First of all, consider God’s compassion.  Secondly, consider His 

faithfulness.  

---  I  --- 

 First of all, consider God’s compassion.  Jesus teaches us of God’s 

compassion by telling us of a judge who has no compassion.  One way of looking at 

this parable is to say, “If you keep on pestering someone, he or she will finally help 

you just to get rid of you.”  The unjust judge is afraid that the woman will beat 

him down, that is, wear him down, make his life miserable, until he finally gives in 

and grants her request.  The judge is corrupt; he would probably sooner take a 

bribe than do what is right, since he neither fears God nor respected the citizens of 

that town.  The woman has no money with which to bribe him, however, so all she 

can do is badger him. 

 What does God have to do with the unjust judge?  This is one of those times 

Jesus uses the argument from the lesser to the greater.  The point is, if that is how 

a wicked and unscrupulous judge acts on earth, how much more won’t our Father 

in heaven, who is gracious and compassionate and deeply loves His chosen ones 

who come before Him in prayer—how much more won’t He quickly act on our 

behalf? 
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 You may say, “Pastor, then why haven’t my prayers been answered?  There 

are troubles that I have had that have gone on for years and years, and I have 

cried out to the Lord day and night for deliverance, and still the problems persist; 

in fact, other problems have now been added to them.  Where is the speedy relief 

that Jesus promises?”  There are several answers to that.  For one thing, we could 

look at many examples that show that God did act quickly on behalf of His people 

when they cried to Him.  On the pages of the Bible we see how the Lord did 

answer His people and did help them quickly—though others had their faith tried 

and tested as they waited for God to act.  Many fellow Christians could attest to 

the fact that God helped them quickly when they prayed.  If you think long and 

hard enough, you will probably call to mind how this has been true in your life, as 

well.   

 Consider also that our prayers are based not so much on the track record of 

God in my personal life—that is, what has He done for me lately in relieving my 

earthly stress—but on the promises of God that center in His Son Jesus Christ.  

We pray confidently and persistently because we have heard the invitation and 

even the command to come before our God and has promised to hear us.  Think of 

coming to God in prayer as coming into the throne-room of an awesome and 

majestic King.  In such a throne room, before such a king, the person who gains 

access had better follow the protocol, or expectations, for meeting with this King.  

You have to make certain gestures, bow a certain way, use special words in 

addressing the king, follow all the procedures that are customary in that court.  

Now God is not picky about all those outward things.  All this King requires is that 

we come before Him in the name of Jesus, His Son.  Regarding the Lord Jesus 

Christ, Scripture says, “Through Him we have also obtained access by faith into 

this grace in which we stand” (Romans 5:2).  God in Christ has had compassion on 

us and in view of what Jesus has done, God views us favorably when we come to 

Him.  Jesus is the way and the truth and the life; no one comes to the Father 

except through Him.  Jesus gained access because He did not lose heart in His 

mission.  He cried out to His Father in heaven day and night, and the Father heard 

Him.  When we come before the Father in the name of Jesus, God looks at us and 

sees the holy life of His beloved Son and He is totally pleased and satisfied with 

what He sees.  When we pray with faith in Jesus, God the Father does not see a 

single sin or stain or blemish; He sees us clean and holy people, for Christ 

faithfully bore our sins and guilt all the way to the cross, where He removed them 
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once and for all.  When we go before the Lord as people who are in Christ the 

Lord, the Father says to Himself, “I have demonstrated my pleasure in the One in 

whom they trust by raising Him from the dead.  They will share my full life with 

Me for eternity.”  This is our compassionate God. 

---  II  --- 

 Secondly, consider God’s faithfulness.  Going back to the parable—consider 

the judge’s concern for his reputation.  He does not want the woman to “give him 

a black eye” (which is the literal translation of the verb behind the phrase “so that 

she will not beat me down by her continual coming,”v.5).  Just imagine the woman 

hollering at him as he makes his way every morning from his home to the 

courtroom.  There she is shaking her fist and pointing her finger at him, yelling at 

him from across the street:  “Hey, help me with this thug who is cheating me!  You 

are supposed to practice justice!  What kind of judge are you?”  Then she turns to 

her neighbors and to the crowd that is beginning to gather and says, “That judge 

is corrupt!  He doesn’t fear God!  He doesn’t respect the rights of people!  He 

doesn’t care!”  After a while the judge says to himself, “I don’t care what God 

thinks, and I really don’t care about doing what is right for people.  But if she 

keeps talking like that, I’m going to lose my position.  I guess I had better help 

her.”  He does what is right because he does care about his reputation. 

 In a similar way—and, here again, Jesus argues from the lesser to the 

greater—God will be true to Himself and His word.  The time will come when His 

faithful saints will be vindicated.  They will be proven to be His own.  Even though 

it is delayed, it will come because God is merciful and long-suffering.  (See Arthur 

Just’s Concordia Commentary on Luke, vol. 2, p.674).  The judge has a bad 

reputation, but finally succumbs to the widow’s persistence.  Our God has a 

wonderful reputation for faithfulness and compassion and mercy—how much 

more won’t He keep His promises for eternal rescue and salvation. 

 Another way of saying this would be to keep hanging on to God’s Son when 

you wrestle with God in prayer.  In our reading from the Old Testament we find 

Jacob wrestling with God.  We are not left to wonder what this struggle is all 

about.  The prophet Hosea, writing about a thousand years after Jacob lived, used 

this event in Jacob’s life to urge the people of His day to return to the Lord and 

seek Him.  “In the womb he [Jacob] took his brother by the heel, and in his 

manhood he strove with God.  He strove with the angel and prevailed; he wept 

and sought his favor.  He met God at Bethel, and there God spoke with us—the 
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LORD, the God of hosts, ….So you, by the help of your God, return, hold fast to 

love and justice, and wait continually for your God” (Hosea 12:3-6).    

 Jacob “wept and sought God’s favor,” so we should “wait continually for 

our God.”  Keep going back to the Lord in prayer.  Seek out His favor.  Seek the 

favor of God for your own life, that He would direct you and lead you.  Seek the 

favor of God for your loved ones, that God would keep them faithful.  Seek the 

favor of God for His church, that God would lead us according to the plans and 

purposes that He has for us in bringing His love to each other, to the community, 

and to the world. 

 This wrestling, this struggling with God Himself, reminds us of the 

struggling of the Lord Jesus on our behalf.  Remember the description from the 

Gospel:  “And he withdrew from the them about a stone’s throw, and knelt down 

and prayed, saying, ‘Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from Me.  

Nevertheless, not My will, but Yours, be done.’  . . .   And being in an agony He 

prayed more earnestly; and His sweat became like great drops of blood falling 

down to the ground” (Luke 22:41-42, 44).  The struggle in prayer is not so much 

wrestling with God to get Him to do what we want Him to do.  The struggle is that 

our will would be put under the will of the Father in heaven.  If this was the 

prayer and struggle of Jesus, how much more for you and me!   

 Jesus concludes with a warning, a penetrating question, and so do we.  He 

said:  “When the Son of Many comes, will He find faith on earth?”  After being 

patient with His people for what seems like an endless period of time, God will act 

quickly.  The Son of Man will come like a flash of lightning that immediately lights 

up the sky from one end to the other.  When He comes, will He find faith on the 

earth?  The problem with our prayers is not that God does not keep His promises.  

The problem is that we do not remember and trust in His promises.  When the Son 

of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?   Will we keep the faith or give up?  

God help us to remain faithful in prayer, considering His great compassion for 

sinners and His faithfulness to His promises.  Amen.   
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