
 
 

“Tell the Coming Generation” 

Psalm 78:1-8 

Rally Day + September 18, 2022 

Dear Friends in Christ, especially dear Fathers and Mothers and Sunday 

School Teachers, 

 Isn’t it amazing how quickly one generation passes to the next?  Life is so 

short!  When I look at people in our church today, I am often reminded of your 

parents, many of whom have gone on to be with the Lord.  In fact, many of you 

now resemble what your parents looked like a generation ago.  And now you 

have children and grandchildren of your own.  

 The Psalmist today, a man named Asaph actually, speaks of his resolve to 

“tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the LORD, and His might, 

and the wonders that He has done” (v.4).  On this Rally Day, as we seek to 

renew our Sunday School and Weekday Religion classes for another year, it is 

fitting to consider the impact of what we as parents, as Pastor and Sunday 

School teachers and as a church, do.  The Epistle reminds us that it is parents’ 

job—fathers are specifically mentioned—to bring children up in the discipline 

and teaching of the Lord.  The Gospel tells us it is also the church’s job to feed 

Jesus’ lambs.  As we do so, we can, by the grace of God, have an impact that 

will last for generations to come.  On the other hand, consider that if just one 

generation fails to do this task, the Christian faith can be lost to a community, a 

church, a society, a nation.  Let’s get right to it. 

---  I  --- 

 First of all, Asaph says “I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter 

dark sayings from of old” (v.2).  What are these “dark sayings” or “perplexing 

issues” that Asaph the psalm writer wants to tell?  What is there that is so hard 

to understand?  If you read the whole psalm, you will see the great riddle is 

this:  How can a people so richly blessed turn against such a gracious God?  

Isn’t that the history of the people of Israel?  Take a look at the psalm and you 

can see it:  God brought the ten plagues against the wicked Egyptians (vv.12, 

44-51) to rescue them from slavery.  He brought them through the Red Sea 

(vv.13, 53).  He fed them with manna in the morning—the bread of angels 

(v.25)—and gave them quail in the evening (v.27).  He quenched their thirst 

with water from the rock (vv. 15, 20).  He led them with the pillar of cloud by 

day and fire by night (v.14).  “In spite of all this, they still sinned; despite His 
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wonders, they did not believe” (v.32).  “How often they rebelled against Him in 

the wilderness, and grieved Him in the desert!” (v.40).  Eventually He gave 

them the land of Canaan, defeating the wicked people who lived there (v.55).  

Yet, even then, “they tested and rebelled against the Most High God and did 

not keep his testimonies, but turned away and acted treacherously”  (vv.56-57).  

They provoked God to anger with their idol-worship (v.58).   

 Today the riddle might go like this:  Why would the very people to whom 

the Lord God has spoken, for whom He has sent His Son and to whom He 

continues to speak today—why would they neglect this word of God for 

themselves and be so sluggish about teaching His word to their children?   

The text says that God “established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a 

law [instruction] in Israel” (v.5).  In other words, the Lord of the Universe, the 

Creator of all things, has made Himself known to us!  What does that mean for 

us?  Many of you do better than I in terms of reading Portals of Prayer every 

day.  The Bible reading for today is in John Chapter one.  There it includes the 

verse that says “The word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14).  The 

author of the devotion says:  “In essence, the life-generating, world-sustaining 

Word is none other than the person of Jesus Christ, who is God robed in flesh.  

What—or who—is God’s message?  His Son, who is the very mind and heart of 

God at work in the world.  Jesus affirms this as He declares that all of Scripture 

testifies of Hm.”  “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to 

our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his 

Son” (Hebrews 1:1-2).  Through the testimony of the Holy Spirit coming to us 

through the written word of God the word that faithfully brings to us Jesus 

Christ, the Word of God made flesh—through the teaching and hearing of the 

Word of God, the singing and the studying and the remembering and the 

turning it over and over again in our minds—through this word God would 

speak to us on a daily basis.  The great mystery is:  Why would the people to 

whom God is speaking think so little of it and turn away?  Why would these 

people—you and I—why would we neglect and pull back from diligently 

listening to God ourselves and teaching His word and ways to our children?  

Why are we so much like the ancient Israelites in our sluggishness, our 

stubbornness, our neglect of hearing, learning, and inwardly digesting the word 

of God?  Why are we so negligent in daily devotions, so irregular in 

participating in worship and Bible class, so slothful in reading the Scriptures 
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and learning them by heart?  Why are we not better at passing on the word of 

God to our children?   

 People will say, “Well, pastor, there will be many people saved who did 

not go to church or Sunday school.”  To that I say, “God be praised, He is 

merciful!  He finds ways to get the saving Gospel to them.  But why put the 

Lord God to the test?  Why neglect the very means that He has placed among 

us so that He can speak to us and give us life in Christ?”   

 Others say, “I learned that all once, I know Jesus is my Savior.  I don’t 

need to keep coming back to it every week.”  To that I would answer:  Don’t 

underestimate how stubborn and rebellious we are by nature.  We are all 

stubbornly set against God.  One of my nephews is a Baptist layman who is 

living and working among Muslims in Macedonia--that is just north of Greece, 

in Europe.  The hope of the group of which he is a part is to establish a 

Christian congregation in that town that will draw Muslims in.  He and his 

family have been there eight or nine years.  Three children have been born to 

them.  It is very difficult work.  In those years of befriending and seeking to 

relate to Muslims hardly any have opened up to hearing the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ.  He recently announced they are coming back to the states next year and 

they will be looking for secular jobs.  The stubborn resistance to the gifts that 

Christ gives in the Gospel is disheartening.   

We are also, by nature stubborn.  Our children are stubborn.  By nature 

they are hostile against God.  There is nothing natural about seeking God or 

being a Christian.  It is not something you are born into—no, you have to be 

reborn into it by the power of the Holy Spirit.  All the days of our life that 

stubbornness is something that we struggle with.  And we haven’t even 

mentioned the influence of the wicked world and the work of the devil himself, 

who with his army of demons is working tirelessly so that your children and 

grandchildren—and mine—will turn away from the Lord Jesus and burn in 

hell eternally.  Telling the Gospel to the next generation is nothing to be 

haphazard or half-hearted about.  This is serious business.  No wonder God 

spoke to Moses about doing it all day long:  “These words that I command you 

today shall be on your heart.  You shall teach them diligently to your children, 

and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the 

way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.  You shall bind them as a sign 
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on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.  You shall write 

them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates” (Deuteronomy 6:6-9).   

 Yesterday Dawn and I had the privilege of spending some time with three 

of our grandchildren.  The youngest of the three is going to turn five in a few 

days.  His older sister helped him write down a list of all the places he would 

like to go and all the things he would like to do for his birthday.  He wants to go 

to an amusement park, to an arcade; he wants to go bike riding and swimming.  

He wants to play video games and he wants to go “to that money place.”  I guess 

he wants to go to a bank and have somebody give him money!   

 Friends, think about this:  what good would it do if we give our children 

everything they ask for—everything for this life—but do not successfully pass 

on to them the Christian faith?  What good is it if they have enough toys to fill 

the house, if they are busy with fun experiences, if they get a good secular 

education and grow up to get sports scholarships and academic scholarships, if 

they enjoy good health and find good jobs, but miss out on the life that Jesus 

wants to give them?    

---  II  --- 

 So, what is the solution?  The solution is not to be come the Church and 

Sunday School police.  Thinking of the previous generation, it was true among 

us that we had a much higher percentage of our members in church every 

Sunday.  I believe part of this was because there was a generation of grandmas 

who would watch every Sunday to see if their kids and grandkids were in 

church.  If you didn’t come, you would get a phone call from grandma on 

Sunday afternoon:  “Why weren’t you in ‘shurch’?”  I can appreciate those 

dear grandmas.  They wanted their descendants to grow up coming to worship 

and being kept strong in the faith.  But that is not the strategy in the psalm.  

The strategy here is to “tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the 

Lord, and his might, and the wonders that he has done” (v. 4).  It is to teach the 

word of God—the word of Jesus—to the children.  That means that we are to 

talk about the great things that God has done.  As Moses said, talk about them 

“when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie 

down, and when you rise” (Deuteronomy 6:7).  There is to be lots of speaking 

and telling and sharing and dialoging going on here.  Do we talk about God 

with our kids and grandkids? Do we speak of what Jesus has done for us?  Or 

do we just say “You gotta go to church” and “You gotta go to Sunday School”?  
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What a blessing when young families begin to understand that they gather for 

church and Sunday School because this where God is.  This is where He is 

present to give His gifts—this multi-generational experience of gathered 

sinners—sinners gathered around the fountain of forgiveness and life that Jesus 

is giving them—this is unlike any other.   

 So, on the way home, over Sunday dinner, tell the praiseworthy deeds of 

the Lord, His power, the wonders He has done!  Steer the conversation away 

from complaints about how others at church aren’t doing their fair share.  

Forget about what the preacher did or didn’t do that irritated you—save that 

for a conversation with him.  Instead, focus on your takeaway from the 

service—find something in the sermon or the readings or the liturgy or the 

hymns that points to God’s praiseworthy deeds, His might, His wonders.  Talk 

about how amazing is God’s grace in your own life.   

 The takeaway is another “dark saying,” another mystery.  Why is God 

still patient with us?  Why didn’t He give up on His ancient people Israel?  The 

Psalmist answers, “Yet he, being compassionate, atoned for their iniquity and 

did not destroy them; he restrained his anger often and did not stir up all his 

wrath.  He remembered that they were but flesh, a wind that passes and comes 

not again” (vv.38-39).  God has atoned for our sin; He poured out all His wrath 

and anger for our sins and failures on His only Son.  Jesus, having kept all 

God’s commandments for us, answered for our guilt in full.  Yes, He suffered 

hell for us when He was crucified.  The Father raised Him up on the third day.  

In Him we are forgiven; God is allowing us to go on in serving Him.  He is still 

calling us to share the faith with coming generations in spite of our past 

failures.   

 I’d like to close by reading from a letter that a friend of mine in Michigan 

has written to some young men in his life.  He is a retired tool-and-dye maker 

who now with his wife runs a quilting and sewing machine repair business.  

Over the years has had several younger men that he has befriended.  He is 

concerned that he has not spoken to them enough about Jesus, so he wrote them 

a letter.  He shared it with me and asked for my input.  I said, “Send it!  I wish 

that many more men would take an interest in sharing their faith with other 

men!”  He also gave me permission to share it with my own sons, so they can 

hear the testimony of a faithful layman and not just their preacher-dad. 

He writes about leaving a legacy.  He writes: 
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Jesus said in Matthew 10:33 “Whoever disowns me before men, I will also 

disown before my Father in heaven.” To that end I will make this statement: I 

believe in the God of the bible. I believe there is no other. I believe in God the 

Father. I believe in Jesus Christ as the only begotten Son of God and son of man. 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit, who is sent from the Father and the Son. I believe 

the only way to heaven is through Jesus the Christ of God…. 

I believe the Bible is the word of God. I believe it is infallible. I believe God 

wrote it. I believe it is true and accurate even if we don’t understand it. I believe it 

is true even if we don’t believe it. I believe that God has told us all we need to 

know in His word…. 

Some of you know that I am heavily involved in prison ministry. I am greatly 

humbled by the men in prison that have given their lives over to Jesus. Men in 

prison don’t need to be told or reminded that they are sinners. The place they are 

in reminds them every day. I think we should remind ourselves every day that we 

are sinners as well, and are no better before God than any of these men. I have 

been greatly awed and overwhelmed by what the love of God does in their lives 

when they understand that God loves and forgives them. Many of these men know 

the word of God better than I do. How is that possible? They have the time to 

spend with God, read His word, meditate on His precepts, pray. One of the young 

men (24 years old) told me that he reads God’s word 3 times a day. I asked him 

why that is. He told me that he eats 3 times a day to nourish his body. He figures 

he should do at least that much to feed his soul. WOW! A man in prison for I 

don’t know what, reads the word of God 3 times a day, and there are days (sorry to 

say) that I don’t manage even once. 

 

May God help us all to joyfully tell the coming generation of the glorious 

deeds of the Lord Jesus, His might, and the wonders He has done!  Amen. 
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