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“God’s Abundant Grace” 1 Timothy 1:12-17 

14th Sunday after Pentecost + September 11, 2022 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 Is it possible to have too much of a good thing?  When the harvest is being 

brought in this fall, is it possible for there to be too many loads of corn or 

beans?  When we sit down to work with our finances, is it possible for there to 

be too much money in the checking account?  If our favorite baseball team gets 

into a playoff game, will it be possible for them to score too many runs?  It is 

hard to think of times when it is possible to have too much of a good thing. 

 That is certainly true of God's grace, His undeserved love for us in Jesus 

Christ.  What good news it is to know that it is not only poured out, but poured 

out abundantly:  "The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, 

[says Paul], along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus" (v.14).  There 

is not only enough, there is more than enough.  God's love not only abounds, it 

super-abounds.  Our cup has not only been filled, it runs over, indeed, it gushes 

over.  God is so lavish and generous with His grace, so amazing in His mercy 

that it would be like filling all the grain bins and elevators and railroad cars 

and farm trucks and semi trailers and wagons and gravity boxes and pickups in 

the county--and everything has side boards--and still there is more to be 

brought out of the field.  God's grace is better than a checkbook with a million 

dollars in it; it is like a baseball game that never ends because the home team 

never stops scoring runs.  This morning may God's Spirit enable us to take 

home three truths about God's Abundant Grace:  (1) God's abundant grace 

brings mercy to real-life sinners.  (2) God's abundant grace is as sure as Jesus' 

coming to save the world.  (3) God's abundant grace gives us strength for 

service. 

- I - 

 God's abundant grace brings mercy to real-life sinners.  God's abundant 

grace is shown us through the example of St. Paul.  Usually people try to justify 

themselves.  They try to put others down in order that they can look a little 

better.  They raise themselves up by putting others down.  Not so with Paul.  He 

readily admits his sin:  "Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor 

and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and 

unbelief" (v.13).  Paul used wicked and hateful language against Christ, and 

tried to get others to do the same.  He inflicted physical and emotional pain on 
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many Christians and was partly responsible for the death of some.  He 

confesses that when he did so he enjoyed the violence being dished out to 

Christians. 

 And this is not the only time Paul confessed his sins.  To the Corinthians 

he wrote that he did not deserve to be called an apostle because he had 

persecuted the church of God (1 Cor. 15:9).  To the Galatians he readily 

admitted that before becoming a Christian he intensely "persecuted the church 

of God and tried to destroy it" (Galatians 1:13).  When he spoke to a hostile 

crowd in Jerusalem he had this to say:  "I persecuted the followers of this Way 

to their death, arresting both men and women and throwing them into prison, 

as also the high priest and all the Council can testify.  I even obtained letters 

from them to their brothers in Damascus, and went there to bring these people 

as prisoners to Jerusalem to be punished" (Acts 22:4-5).  In his hearing before 

King Agrippa he said:  "I too was convinced that I ought to do all that was 

possible to oppose the name of Jesus of Nazareth.  And that is just what I did in 

Jerusalem.  On the authority of the chief priests I put many of the saints in 

prison, and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them.  Many a 

time I went from one synagogue to another to have them punished, and I tried 

to force them to blaspheme.  In my obsession against them, I even went to 

foreign cities to persecute them" (Acts 26:9-11).   

 And Paul does not just confess his past sins, the sins he committed before 

becoming a Christian.  He also spoke freely of the sins he as a Christian 

committed out of weakness:  "For what I want to do I do not do, but what I 

hate I do. . . .  I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.  

For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.  For what I 

do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do--this I keep on 

doing" (Romans 7:15-19).   

 Were each of us to list right now the worst things we each have done--

what a horrible mess it would be--perhaps including blasphemy, willfully 

turning against God, seeking the feel-good things that God forbids, neglecting 

His word, rebelling against our parents and other authorities, hurting others 

physically or causing them emotional pain.  There are essential things--things 

that God demands from us--that we have left undone.  Perhaps we have even 

feared that we committed the unforgivable sin.  And we may not be able to say 

as Paul did, "I acted in ignorance."  Maybe we would die if the people setting 
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next to us found out about what we did.  Maybe we have thought or said, 

"There couldn't possibly be forgiveness for me."  Maybe in bitterness we shook 

our fist at God and now we fear that we had chased away his Spirit forever.  

Maybe all this talk about forgiveness doesn't seem to apply to us because we 

feel that our sins fall into a separate category.  Maybe our heart has been so 

weighed down with guilt that we thought it would never be raised up. 

 It is this God who assures us today that He shows us mercy.  This is the 

God who says to us today, "Where sin increased, grace increased all the more" 

(Romans 5:20).  God has indeed forgiven us for the sake of His Son, who paid 

the price for real sinners.  Why does Paul so readily tell of his sins?  Why 

should we bring to mind our sins?  Paul knew that the greater a sinner he is, the 

greater a Savior Jesus is.  He tells of his real-life sins so that he can tell of the 

real-life Savior from sin.  He shows that he is an example of a forgiven sinner, a 

prototype or model for the rest of us.  Like the psalmist, he is saying, "This 

poor man called, and the LORD heard him; he saved him out of all his troubles 

. . . . [Now you] Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who 

takes refuge in Him" (Psalm 34:6,8). 

 Jesus came for us!  He did not come for imaginary sinners; He came for 

flesh and blood, disgusting, wicked, rebellious people who have done their own 

thing.  His abundant grace is for each and every one of us.  It doesn't matter 

where we have been or what we have done.  When the word of absolution is 

spoken, it is spoken to us!  Believe it and enjoy the warmth of God's super-

abundant grace.  God's abundant grace brings mercy to real-life sinners! 

- II - 

 But how can we be sure?  It seems too good to be true!  God's abundant 

grace is as sure as Jesus' coming to save the world.  "Here is a trustworthy 

saying that deserves full acceptance:  Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners--of whom I am the worst" (v.15).  Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners--of whom I am the worst.  God's own Son entered this created 

world, taking to Himself a human nature.  There is nothing fake or fraudulent 

or make-believe about Him.  He is a genuine human being, born of a human 

mother just as we, yet without sin.  In a real-life, flesh and blood way, through 

all the bone-grinding demands of more than 30 years on this earth, Jesus, 

acting on our behalf, lived in real-life perfection. 
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 As far as the guilt of the world is concerned, the Lord Jesus made Himself 

to be the worst of sinners.  "God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so 

that in Him we might become the righteousness of God" (2 Corinthians 5:21).  

This was not special effects or fraudulent or somehow staged.  Jesus of 

Nazareth, true God and true man, suffered under Pontius Pilate.  Jesus the son 

of God and son of Man, suffered the hell that we deserved for our sins when He 

was actually abandoned by His Father on the cross.  Believe it!  Trust Him!  He 

did it for you.  On the third day He really rose again from the dead!  His 

disciples really touched Him.  He was not a ghost.  He was not a dream.  He was 

really alive, in the flesh.  His mission was truly accomplished!  He had paid for 

our guilt!  He had secured for us the gift of eternal life!  It is historical fact.  

Believe His promises and all these gifts are yours!  God's abundant grace is a 

sure as Christ's coming. 

- III - 

 God's abundant grace gives us strength for service.  "I thank Christ Jesus 

our Lord, who has given me strength, that He considered me faithful, 

appointing me to His service" (v.12).  God's abundant grace makes it possible 

for us to serve Him.  God demands perfection, who could dare to work for 

Him?  All those who are forgiven in Jesus God's Son.  "There is now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus."  As I live out my daily life, 

why would I dare to live it for the Lord?  We can't help it.  He has not saved us 

for more sin, but for serving Him.  It is we who demonstrate the love of Christ 

in word and deed to our neighbor.  Recall the Savior's description of His second 

coming.  He will return in glory with all His holy angels.  To those on His right, 

those who receive the inheritance prepared for them since the foundation of the 

world--to them He says, "I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was 

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited 

me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me.  I was sick and you looked after me.  

I was in prison and you came to visit me" (Matthew 25:35-36).  No mention is 

made of their sins, though they were many.  Their sins are forgiven; God's 

abundant grace has covered them.  They were given strength to serve Him.  

And we, by His abundant grace, will be among them. 

 God's abundant grace brings mercy to real-life sinners!  God's abundant 

grace is as sure as Jesus' coming to save the world.  God's abundant grace gives 

us strength for service.  Amen. 


