
 
 

“Jesus’ Bad Advice” 

Luke 14:1-14 

A Sermon for the 12th Sunday after Pentecost + August 28, 2022 

By Seminarian Adam Hiles 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

If you look at all of our readings for today, it really sounds like we’re 

being given a lot of good advice. In the Old Testament reading, Solomon writes 

that if you take a way the dross from the silver, if you take away the wicked 

from the presence of the king; if you separate the bad from the good, the good 

becomes even better. Well that just makes sense! He writes that, if you see your 

neighbor do something or have an issue with them, don’t run to the courts and 

make a case out of it, or go and tell other people, because not only could your 

neighbor put you to shame if you’re wrong, but you will look like an 

untrustworthy gossiper, and your reputation will be ruined.  

 The same goes for our Epistle reading, which seems to be filled with good 

advice. The author of our reading gives an admonition, and then even follows it 

up with a reason: “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby 

some have entertained angels unawares.” “Remember those who are in prison, 

as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are 

in the body.” “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 

sacrifices are pleasing to God.” He says you should do this, because of this. In 

that way, it’s helpful! 

 And if you look at Jesus’ words in our Gospel reading, He even uses part 

of the Proverbs in His parable, when He says, “When you are invited by 

someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest someone 

more distinguished than you be invited by him, and he who invited you both 

will come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this person,’ and then you will 

begin with shame to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit 

in the lowest place, so that when your host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, 

move up higher.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at 

table with you.” Don’t take the highest seats when you are invited to a dinner, 

because someone more honored that you could come, and you could be asked to 

move down so that they can take your place. That would be embarrassing, kind 
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of humiliating. Instead, don’t assume that you’re the greatest, but take a place 

lower at the table, so that the one who invited you can tell you, in front of 

everyone, to move up closer to Him. Not only does this show you are a friend of 

the Host, but everyone there knows it as well. Again, this seems like very good 

advice. 

 But the more you read our Gospel text, and the more you think about it, 

the worse the “advice” seems. Because following this, Jesus speaks to the man 

who invited Him, teaching that man and everyone else there that, “When you 

give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your 

relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be 

repaid.” Now already, this doesn’t make much sense. Jesus is teaching not to 

invite the ones who could benefit you, and for that very reason: because they 

might actually offer you something in return! Instead, He goes on, “But when 

you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will 

be blessed, because they cannot repay you.” Now this is where Jesus’ ‘advice’ 

becomes truly bad. Because He says that, when you should give a feast, you 

should invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; the absolute lowest of 

society. And He says that you should do this for the fact that they literally 

cannot repay you. 

 This is bad advice for numerous reasons. For one, it doesn’t make sense. 

Jesus says that you shouldn’t invite your friends or your rich neighbors, 

because they’d be in your debt and be able to repay you. But that is actually 

what you want! You’d want to have the rich, the powerful, the connected in 

your debt, because then you can their status, their wealth to increase your own! 

You’d want a rich person to owe you a favor so that you can use that favor to 

make yourself greater! THAT makes sense! 

 For two, This is bad advice because it certainly doesn’t do Jesus any 

favors. In our text, Jesus is dining with the ruler of the Pharisees! He’s dining 

with the Pharisees and the lawyers; the people who already have a problem 

with him. And instead of playing it safe, he challenges them by breaking their 

laws and healing on the Sabbath! He teaches them that their way of doing 

things is wrong, and that they should humble themselves instead of seeking 

their own glory. He even teaches the man who invited Him, a ruler of the 
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Pharisees, to do things differently! This “advice” that He seems to give could 

very well be part of the reason that the Pharisees seek to kill Him, and end up 

doing so! 

 But Jesus isn’t trying to give advice, He’s speaking the truth. He doesn’t 

care for Earthly glory or wealth. No, it’s the Pharisees who want that. This is 

how the Pharisees live and think; they are looking for what will get them ahead, 

whatever will get them fame and fortune. It's why they seek the highest places 

at feasts. It's why they wrongly interpret God's law like not healing or helping 

on the Sabbath, and then tell people that they have to follow their rules. But 

what's actually happening with the Pharisees in this situation? In reality, it's 

just a bunch of sinners that are trying to gain glory and honor from a bunch of 

other sinners, for their own sinful gain. 

And if we're honest, this is often how we are too. We want to look good, to 

increase our own stature. And often times, we project that onto our reading of 

the Bible, and that becomes our focus when we read God's Word. We confess 

that God does everything for us, so we try to find how what we read in the Bible 

will benefit us. The end result is, instead of actually reading it, we treat the 

Bible like advice. We find the parts that sound good, that will make us seem 

great, that will help us, and then we ignore the rest. 

But here's the problem: Advice is take it or leave it. Hopefully it's good, 

but you don't have to follow it. What works for one person may not work for 

someone else. And often times, you don't think a piece of advice is good until 

you try it out and it actually helps you. But before then, who knows if its true? 

And if you have a problem, and you ask two people for their advice, they could 

tell you two completely different things, and you'd have to choose between one 

or the other. 

Do you see the problems this can cause? The problems that it does cause? 

When we read the Bible focused on ourselves, like a book of advice that is 

meant to help our Earthly status and gain us glory among men, not only do we 

misunderstand what the Scriptures actually say, but we deny the work of the 

Holy Spirit. We grow more focused on ourselves, and less focused on God and 

our neighbor. And when the part of the Bible that we read as advice ends up 
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not helping our life on Earth or doesn't gain us honor among men, we risk 

stumbling into unbelief. 

And that’s if we even read the Bible! So often, you and I are completely 

apathetic about God’s Word, and we ignore the Bible for other Earthly things. 

Maybe we think that advice we get from TV shows, from actors and actresses, 

from football and baseball players; that their advice is better than the Bible. 

Maybe we think that the words of our Facebook friends is more important than 

God’s words. All because we read the Bible like it is just a book of advice. 

So God be praised that Jesus' words here aren't meant to be advice. God be 

praised that the Holy Spirit did not inspire men to write words of advice for our 

own glory. Instead, as John writes, "but these are written so that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 

have life in his name." 

Everything in the Scriptures is true. There is no take it or leave it with the 

Bible, because everything in it actually happened. When Solomon writes in our 

reading from Proverbs, that, "it is better to be told, 'Come up here,' than to be 

put lower in the presence of a noble", you can trust that it is actually better, 

because it is actually true.  

It is true, because God actually does this. Think back to Mary's song, the 

Magnificat. When Mary visits Elizabeth, and Elizabeth is filled with the Holy 

Spirit and rejoices that the mother of her Lord would visit her, Mary sings a 

song of praise, singing, "He has shown strength with His arm, He has scattered 

the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He has cast down the mighty from 

their thrones, and has exalted the lowly." 

By faith, Mary knows and trusts that, throughout the Old Testament, God 

has cast the mighty down from their thrones, and exalted the lowly, His people. 

And by faith, Mary knows that this is what God is doing in the incarnation of 

His Son, Jesus Christ. So when Jesus tells us to humble ourselves, we can trust 

and believe that His words are true, because He did them Himself. 

In the incarnation of Jesus Christ, God Almighty humbled Himself to be 

born of a virgin, taking on our human flesh. And instead of living out His life in 

Earthly glory and fame, He lived in humility, showing mercy and preaching the 

Gospel. And in His chief act, our Lord humbled Himself in His suffering and 
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death upon the cross. And on the third day, Our Lord was exalted, raised to life 

by the glory of the Father. 

And it is Christ's death and resurrection that you are joined to in your 

Baptism. It is His honor, His glory that are given to you. So you can trust that, 

when Jesus tells you to invite the ones who cannot repay you, it is true, because 

it is what He has done for you. Though you were a poor, miserable sinner who 

could never do anything for Him, Jesus has made you His own by faith granted 

to you by the Holy Spirit. This He does through your Baptism, through His 

Word, and through the eating and drinking of His very body and blood in the 

Supper. 

Just as the dross is taken away from the silver, as the wicked are removed 

from the king's presence, in His death and resurrection Jesus takes away your 

sin. And in the forgiveness given to you in Baptism and in the Lord's Supper, 

what is left when that sin is removed is righteousness. In Christ Jesus, you, the 

weak and humble, are made a friend of God, and brought next to Christ at the 

highest point of the table. 

So with this, let us read the Word of God. Let us read it humbly, not as a 

book of advice, or to find our own glory, but that we may learn and believe His 

truth. And believing in His truth, let us do as He commands: When you are 

invited to a feast, go and sit in the lowest place. When you give a feast, invite the 

poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind. Let brotherly love continue. Keep your 

life free from love of money, and be content with what you have. Do not neglect 

to do good and to share what you have. For these words from our God are not 

simple advice: They are words of life, that we may believe in Jesus Christ, who 

Himself has done all of these things for our sake. 
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