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“The Door to the Kingdom” 

Luke 13:22-30 

11th Sunday after Pentecost + August 21, 2022 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 We all deal with doors every day.  There is the door that takes us out of 

the bedroom in the morning, an interior door that is probably rather light, 

designed simply to give privacy.  There is the outside door which, hopefully, is 

insulated or heavy enough to keep the heat out in the summer and the cold out 

in the winter.  There is the overhead garage door, probably the biggest moving 

part to the house.  In public places we deal with issues about doors:  Are they 

wide enough for a wheelchair?  Are they properly sealed against the elements?  

Will the doors be locked and, if so, who will have the key?  Your car doors have 

important features that provide safety and comfort.  We deal with doors many 

times a day and hardly ever give them a thought until something goes wrong.  

Remember what the tornado did to the doors here at St. John’s?  Practically 

every exterior door had to be repaired or replaced.  What can be more 

frustrating than to be locked out of your car or your house or to find access 

blocked to the place where you need and want to go? 

 In the text, the Lord Jesus speaks of a door that is more important than 

all these other doors combined:  it is the door to the Kingdom of heaven.  It is a 

door that demands our continued attention and thought, because getting 

through this door and into this Kingdom is not just a matter of convenience or 

getting where you need to go for a day; it is a matter of our eternal, unending 

life and destiny.  Let’s tune in, therefore, to the words of Jesus concerning The 

Narrow Door to the Kingdom.  We will see, (1) first of all, that this door is only 

one person wide; (2) this door is open only for a limited time; and (3) yet this 

door is able to bring in an uncountable number from all directions. 

-- I -- 

 First of all, this door is only one person wide.  Jesus’ comment concerning 

the narrow door is brought on by the question of someone in the crowd:  “Lord, 

will those who are saved be few?” (v.23).  Jesus doesn’t really answer this 

question.  The answer to that question is not really something that that person 

in the crowd needed to be concerned with.  That is a God thing.  What we need 
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to know is that God wants all people to be saved and that those who are saved 

are saved only by His Son, Jesus Christ.  Jesus directs the questioner—and us—

right back to that which we need to be thinking about:  “Strive to enter through 

the narrow door.  For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able” 

(v.24).  Similarly, people get all caught up thinking that God is not going to be 

just and fair and wondering about the children in far-flung countries who may 

die at a young age without ever hearing the Gospel of Jesus in their own tongue.  

The Lord would respond, “I will deal with them in my compassionate justice as 

I deal with you.  Now you, get busy with what I have told you to be busy with!  

Take the Gospel to those far-flung nations.  Pray for laborers in the harvest 

fields.  Be generous in your support of missions so that they will hear.”  God 

will do His thing.  He will take care of the Judge part and when it takes place 

we will all be awed by the justice and fairness of His ways.  The question is, will 

we do our thing?  Will we do what God has given us to do?   

 “Many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able” (v.24).  A verse 

like that can send shivers up and down your spine.  That’s the effect the Lord 

wants it to have.  Yes, there are some who think everything is okay between 

them and God, but on the Last Day they will find out that it was not okay.  It is 

possible for a person to fool himself or herself into thinking that everything is 

okay spiritually when in fact there is no true spiritual life.   

 Jesus is warning against mistaking an outward proximity to Christ and 

His church for genuine repentance.  On the Last Day it will not do to say, 

“Lord, I was a member at St. Luke’s/St. John’s Lutheran Church.”  Or: “Lord, 

I grew up in the Church.”  Or:  “Lord, I attended a Lutheran School.”  Or:  

“My parents were sincere Christians.”   Or even:  “I was a pastor in the 

church!”  Jesus says, “Strive to enter through the narrow door.”   

 We have said that the door is so narrow that it is as wide as only one 

person.  And that One Person is Jesus Christ.  He says elsewhere, “I am the 

door.  If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find 

pasture.  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.  I came that they 

may have life and have it abundantly” (John 10:9-10).  Again:  “I am the way, 

and the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except though Me” 

(John 14:6).   
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 Only by the Lord Jesus is there entrance into God’s Kingdom.  God’s 

Kingdom is a perfect place and it takes perfection to get in there.  We are by far 

lacking that perfection and the glory of God fitting for such a place, but the 

Lord Jesus has it in full.  When we are sorry for our sins and believe in Him, 

that perfection counts for us.  We have a burden of guilt.  Only Jesus can take 

away that burden.  He did so when He went to Jerusalem and suffered and died 

for our sins.  Notice that the text begins by saying, “He went on His way 

through towns and villages, teaching and journeying toward Jerusalem” (v.22).  

He was not going to Jerusalem on a business trip or a family vacation.  It was 

not a site-seeing tour.  It was not even simply one of His preaching and teaching 

and healing journeys.  It was a journey to indescribable suffering, horrible 

injustice, betrayal, and death on a cross.  On that cross Jesus opened the door 

so that whoever believes in Him will not perish, but will enter the door to 

eternal life with God and have eternal life.  They will live in “the new heavens 

and the new earth” that shall remain before the Lord forever (Isaiah 66:22).  As 

surely as Christ has been raised from the dead, so surely shall it come to pass.  

-- II – 

 A second truth about the narrow door to God’s kingdom is that the door 

is open only for a limited time.  We all know the frustration of going to do some 

business but finding that the doors to the business are locked because office 

hours are over.  Some safes will only open at certain times.   

The closing and locking of this narrow door to the kingdom is not just a 

matter of inconvenience.  It is a tragedy that will be felt for all eternity.  The 

Lord is clear:  There is a time factor here--the door will at some point be closed.  

Then it will be too late to enter.  The time will come when the master of the 

house will get up and lock the door (v.25).   

 This is what the Scriptures tell us elsewhere:  “Seek the LORD while He 

may be found; call upon Him while He is near; let the wicked forsake his way, 

and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that He 

may have compassion on Him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon” 

(Isaiah 55:6-7).  Now is the time to give up wicked ways; now is the time to 

return to the Lord with faith and trust in His promises for forgiveness.  God is 

long-suffering and patient, but one day His patience will run out and the world 
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will come to an end.  Like a thief in the night the Lord will return, and then it 

will be too late to repent of sin and believe in Him.  “Behold, now is the 

favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2).       

 There is a fearful teaching here about hell for those who postpone coming 

to Christ.  To be sent to hell is to hear the Lord Jesus say, “I don’t know you.”  

“Depart from me, all you workers of evil!”  “Depart from Me!”  The Lord is the 

source of life and everything good.  To depart from Him is to lose anything that 

can be called life and everything that is good.  Elsewhere in the Bible it says 

that when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven on the Last Day He will 

appear “with His mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those 

who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord 

Jesus.  They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the 

presence of the Lord and from the glory of His might” (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9).   

 The weeping and gnashing of teeth shows that the people who are lost on 

the outside realize it was their own stubbornness that did them in.  They clench 

their teeth and grind them with intense loathing and regret because they knew 

better.  They will know that it is their own fault that caused them to be lost and 

they will experience unending self-hatred and regret.  As someone has said, the 

doors to hell are locked from the inside.   

 Jesus says, “And behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first 

who will be last” (v.30).  In the days of Jesus’ earthly ministry, the Pharisees 

and other Jewish leaders were widely believed to be the best people, the ones 

closest to God.  They were extremely religious and carefully followed many 

rules.  But they did not turn from their pride and seek mercy from Jesus.  

There may be some among us who seem to be leaders in the community, who 

were admired and looked up to, whom people think of as pillars of the 

community, but they will be lost on the outside of that door on the last day.  On 

the other hand, there are many despised people, criminals and addicts--the kind 

of people you would not want as neighbors and whom you would warn your 

children never to associate with—many of them will be saved, because they in 

faith cried out, “God have mercy on me, a sinner.”  Strive to enter the narrow 

door with them! 
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-- III – 

 Finally, let it be said very clearly:  The narrow door is able to bring in an 

uncountable number of people from all directions.  The door is wide enough 

and the time period of its opening long enough that innumerable hosts will 

indeed enter:  “And people will come from east and west, and from north and 

south, and recline at table in the kingdom of God” (v. 29).  The Lord wants all 

people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  He is postponing 

His return so as to allow more people to come to repentance and salvation.  The 

vision of Jesus that He showed to John will indeed come true:  “After this I 

looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 

nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne 

and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their 

hands, and crying out with a loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits 

on the throne, and to the Lamb!’ … Then one of the elders addressed me, 

saying, ‘Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they 

come?’ I said to him, ‘Sir, you know.’  And he said to me, ‘These are the ones 

coming out of the great tribulation.  They have washed their robes and made 

them white in the blood of the Lamb’” (Revelation 7: 9-10, 13-14).   In other 

words, they entered through the narrow door, through Jesus, the Lamb of God 

who shed His blood for them. 

 May none of us miss out on the Kingdom of God!  The door is narrow, 

just one person wide.  And it is only open for a time.  But that one person is the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and all who come to Him while the time of grace remains, 

will enter the door and indeed be saved.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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