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“Fear Not, Little Flock”  

Luke 12:22-34 

9th Sunday after Pentecost + August 7, 2022 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

 What brings you fear today?  What strikes fear into your heart?  Is it an 

upcoming medical test?  Are you awaiting the results of a medical test that has 

already been performed?  Is it the word from the doctor that one of your loved 

ones has received?  One of the things that happens as Sunday gets closer is that 

the prayer requests start coming in.  They come in the form of phone messages, 

texts, emails—it seems there is always someone new among our loved ones who 

needs our prayers:  a new diagnosis, a tragic accident, a serious operation.  We 

are glad to take these requests and bring them to our gracious Father in 

heaven, but it shows that there is much going on that strikes fear in our hearts.  

Then there is the state of affairs in our country, various ongoing family 

situations that seem to intensify rather than get better, and, closer to the 

concerns of the text, there is that pile of bills that need to be paid.  Have you 

ever had a bill collector make you afraid?  Regarding the earthly things that we 

so often worry about, Jesus said, “Seek His kingdom, and these things will be 

added to you.  Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 

you the kingdom” (vv.31-32).  From these words Jesus speaks to the issue of all 

our fears and tells you today, “Don’t be afraid.”  Here are three reasons not to 

be afraid:  (1) You are God’s little flock.  (2) God Himself provides for you.  (3) 

God has been pleased to give you His kingdom. 

---  I  --- 

 First of all, don’t be afraid; you are God’s little flock!  Earlier in the 

chapter Jesus said, “I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the 

body and after that can do no more.  But I will show you whom you should 

fear:  Fear Him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into 

hell.  Yes, I tell you, fear Him” (Luke 12:4-5).  When it comes to our finances, as 

every other part of our life, our greatest fear should be the fear of displeasing 

the Father in heaven to whom we are accountable.  Because we fear and love 

God we should seek to help our neighbor improve and protect his possessions 

and income and to help and be of service to our neighbor in keeping his 



 

Page 2 
 

inheritance or house (7th and 9th Commandments, Small Catechism).  But who 

among us has always done this?  Who is there who has not fallen into sin 

regarding possessions?  Should we not fear this One who sees and knows all 

that we have done--even what we have thought? 

 Jesus, in a soothing voice, says, “Fear not, little flock”--stop being afraid.  

You see, He is the Good Shepherd who laid down His life for us sheep.  We all 

like sheep have gone astray, but the Lord has laid on Him the guilt of us all.  

Often when something is expensive we say it costs “an arm and a leg.”  One 

time when fuel prices had just gone up, a gas station somewhere had posted on 

its sign the following prices for three grades of gasoline:  “an arm, a leg, and 

your first born son.”  Stop to think about it.  That--and more--is what was paid 

to redeem us back to God.  Jesus gave, not one, but two arms when they nailed 

Him to the cross.  Those spikes went through, not one, but two legs.  The Father 

gave up His Son who was not just the “first born,” but the one and only eternal 

Son of the living God.  When that kind of price has been paid for us--when God 

has been that lavish and generous with what He is willing to shell out for us--

does it really make sense that we, the sheep of His flock and the children of His 

hand--should have to fear a rise in prices, or any other financial setbacks?  

“Fear not, little flock.”  Look to your Good Shepherd, who said, “I am the good 

shepherd. … I lay down my life for the sheep.  For this reason the Father loves 

me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from 

me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I 

have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father” 

(John 10:14-18).  That is the charge that Jesus came into Jerusalem to fulfill.  

He willingly gave His life, and He took it up again; that is, He rose again under 

His own power.  He is now your Good Shepherd for all eternity. 

 Psalm 23:6 says, “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 

of my life and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”  Literally, God’s 

goodness and mercy (His covenant love that He has promised you) will pursue 

you, they will chase you, all the days of your life.  It is as though God will be 

chasing after you, not to capture you or to punish you, but because He wants to 

give you more good things.  “Here, I have more for you!  You have not yet 
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taken all the good things that My Son earned for you!  Let me pour more into 

your lap.”   

---  II  --- 

 Secondly:  don’t be afraid, God Himself provides for you!  To help you 

understand this, Jesus urges us to become something of a scientist—to look at 

the living things in the world around you, and to contemplate what it all means.  

Specifically, He urges you to become something of an ornithologist and a 

botanist.  Ornithology is the branch of zoology that deals with the study of 

birds.  “Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither 

storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you 

than the birds!” (v.24).  Take a careful look at the ways of the raven.  They tell 

us that ravens “feed on insects, worms, young birds, frogs, and other small 

animals. They also eat fruits, grains, and carrion (the flesh of dead animals)” 

(World Book Encyclopedia, 1995 edition, s.v. “raven”). There is always plenty 

for them to eat.  God feeds them daily with all that they need.  You are much 

more valuable than they.  You are the crown of God’s creation; what is more, 

God has sent His only beloved Son to die for you.  How valuable you are to 

Him!  He will certainly provide you with all the good food that you need—not 

insects or worms or young birds, but richly and daily providing you with all 

that you need to support your body and life.   

 Botany deals with the study of plants, and the Lord urges you to take a 

thoughtful look at the lilies of the field.  He said the same thing when He 

preached up in Galilee that He says now in Judea:  look at the lilies around you!  

They are awesomely beautiful.   What great variety they have!  Solomon was 

king of Israel at its peak of glory and power and prosperity.  He was so wealthy 

that all the utensils in his palace was made out of gold; silver was considered as 

nothing and was as common as stone in Jerusalem (1 Kings 10:21, 27).  Yet, not 

even Solomon was dressed as beautifully as the grass, which grows today, but 

tomorrow is thrown into the fire.  And this is true even though no one has ever 

seen a lily get up and work a spinning wheel or a loom or a sewing machine.  

The grass of the fields is always beautifully adorned with these wonderful 

flowers!  Your Creator is rich and generous and eager for you to put your trust 
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in Him rather than to soak yourselves in worry and anxiety over the things that 

He is going to give you, anyway! 

---  III  --- 

 Third:  Don’t be afraid because God has been pleased to give you His 

kingdom.  How does God’s kingdom come?   It came when God sent His Son.  

In fact, it was our Father’s “good pleasure” to give us His Son.  If you study in 

the Bible what gives God the Father pleasure, you will quickly read about His 

Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  At the Baptism of our Lord, when He was 

beginning His public ministry, as Jesus had already successfully completed 

some thirty years of perfection under the law of God, the voice of the Father 

from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” 

(Matthew 3:17).  Again on the Mount of Transfiguration, as Jesus was on His 

way to die at Jerusalem, carrying the sin of the world on His back, the Father 

again spoke:  “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to 

him” (Matthew 17:5).  Scripture calls the sacrifice of Jesus “a fragrant offering 

and sacrifice to God” (Ephesians 5:2).  The completion of this sacrifice so 

pleased the Father that He raised the Son to life on the Third Day.  The Father 

is so pleased with the work of His Son Jesus Christ that we are now pleasing 

and acceptable to God when we come to Him through faith in Jesus Christ and 

what He has done for us.   

 And now the Father “gives” us the kingdom.  The good we receive from 

God comes in the manner of gift.  God is not generous to us because we have 

negotiated Him into a corner.  He did not adopt us as His children because He 

looked at us and saw that we would be such valuable additions to His family.  

He does not reward us according to what we have done.  No, He has been 

pleased to give us the kingdom--not just a few morsels, not just a few pieces of 

gold, but THE KINGDOM.  On the last day He will say to the true believers:  

“Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 

you from the foundation of the world” (Matthew 25:34).   

 This glorious kingdom is pictured as a city surrounded by walls built of 

precious gems, walls that will never crumble.  Each of its gates is made of one 

shining pearl.  The streets are paved with gold.  There we will sit down to a 

banquet feast where the food will never run out.  We will wear white robes that 
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will never be damaged by any moth.  No thief will break in to steal anything.  

Even as Abraham and the other heroes of faith welcomed this from afar, so we 

also trust these words of promise. 

 We belong to this kingdom even now.  Our life in this kingdom is the life 

of trust in the promises of God, a life with God that is hidden now and will be 

seen in its fullness when Christ returns.  Remember, a kingdom is wherever a 

king is ruling.  You don’t need geographic boundaries for a kingdom, you just 

need a king who has subjects following Him.  “The kingdom of God comes 

when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit so that by His grace we 

believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity” 

(Small Catechism).  By God’s grace, through that word, we can be confident 

and fearless even now, because His kingdom is real, though the world does not 

see it.  We are confident enough even to let go of some of our possessions for the 

benefit of the poor. 

 May God bring each of us to that heavenly Kingdom!  Amen.  
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