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“When God’s Kingdom Comes” 

Luke 10:1-20 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost + July 3, 2022 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 What should we think of, when we think of the “Kingdom of God”?  If 

you are like me, the first thing that comes to mind when I hear about a 

“kingdom” is something from the middle ages, like you see in the movies.  You 

picture an army riding on horses, a whole bunch of knights mounted on their 

noble steeds with all their armor and weaponry, ready to move in and fight, 

ready to move the boundary lines and expand the territory under the rule of 

their king.  You think of a king in his purple robe far away safely enthroned in 

his palace, a golden crown upon his head, while his underlings go out and fight 

for him.  The kingdom of God is not that kind of Kingdom!  When we think of 

the kingdom of God, do not think of armies, do not think of a certain territory 

with physical boundaries, do not think of a king living in the lap of luxury.  

Think rather of Jesus, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who has won the 

victory for us with His bloody toil and sweat, and now in His glory rules, not by 

force, but by grace (undeserved love).  Whoever belongs to that king is part of 

the kingdom of God.  Revelation 17 reminds us that Jesus is the King of kings 

and Lord of lords (Rev. 17:14); He is the Lamb who has gained the victory by 

sacrificing Himself unto death.     

 This is the kingdom that Jesus sent out 72 to announce:  “Say to them, 

‘The kingdom of God has come near to you’” (v.9).  Is God’s kingdom still 

among us today?  It most certainly is!  It is among us just as God continues to 

answer the petition that Christ taught us to pray:  “Thy Kingdom come!”  

More specifically, let us finish this sentence in three ways today:  “When God’s 

kingdom comes.…”  (1) When God’s kingdom comes, it comes through the 

preaching of His word.  (2) When God’s kingdom comes, those who reject it will 

be judged.  (3) When God’s kingdom comes, it brings great joy. 

---  I  --- 

 When God’s Kingdom comes, it comes through the preaching of His 

word.  Jesus told these seventy-two to announce, “The kingdom of God has 

come near to you” (v.9) He was not saying to them that the kingdom of God was 
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in some nearby village where some unknown event was happening.  No, the 

word of God that they proclaimed was actually inviting and bringing in the 

people who heard and believed it.  It was through this very preaching and 

listening process that God’s kingdom was being established.  Remember when 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is within you.”  Wherever there are people 

listening to the word of the King and putting their trust in Him, there is the 

Kingdom of God!   

 The teaching here about God’s kingdom is very important for both those 

who preach the word and those who hear.  This has a lot to say to both pastors 

and congregations, and the relationship to which God has called us.  Let’s start 

with verse 16, which says, “The one who hears you hears me, and the one who 

rejects you rejects me, and the one who rejects me rejects him who sent me.” 

To come into this kingdom is to listen to the word of His representatives, 

because it is the word of Christ.  This is a word that is very important.  It is 

important for you.  If I am proclaiming to you the word of Christ, you need to 

listen just as you would listen to the Lord Himself standing before you in His 

glory.  It doesn’t matter if I am disorganized and forgetful.  It is still the word 

of the Lord Jesus that comes from my mouth, and you need to listen. When I 

tell you that you need to forgive your neighbor who has sinned against you, you 

need to listen to what I have to say, because it is the word of the Lord.  When I 

tell you that you need to follow what the New Testament says about marriage, 

you need to listen!  Do not say to yourself, “That is for other people, but not for 

me.” 

 When I tell you that your sins are forgiven, you need to listen!  Take it to 

heart.    I speak in the name and by the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ 

Himself.  I am a sinner with many, many, faults, but this I cannot give up.  The 

office of the public ministry to which you have called me obligates me to speak 

publicly in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  When I tell you that God is not 

angry with you because of your sins, believe it!  “Whoever hears you hears 

Me.”  When I say that the door of heaven is open to you, believe it!  It is from 

the Lord Jesus Himself:  “Whoever hears you hears Me.”  When we distribute 

the bread this morning and say “Take, eat, this is the true body of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins” you can return to your pew 
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rejoicing because you know that the body of Christ has indeed been given into 

death to take away your sins.  “Whoever hears you hears Me.” 

 It is important for me to know this, as well.  It keeps me grounded by 

reminding me that if someone hears and believes what I have to say, it is not 

because it is my word, but because it is the word of the Lord.  I dare not let my 

head get puffed up, but need to give all glory to God.   Otherwise I am the 

wicked one and making myself into a sort of idol.   

 It tells me not to be discouraged when people will not listen.  I should not 

take it personally, because they are not rejecting me, but the Lord Himself and 

therefore the Father in heaven who sent His Son.  I need to just keep on saying 

what God has given us in His word to know and speak.  God calls the pastor to 

proclaim His message, whether or not anyone listens.  As He told the prophets 

of old, “And whether they hear or refuse to hear…they will know that a 

prophet has been among them” (Ezekiel 2:2). 

 The Lord reminds us that this preaching of the word is of the utmost 

importance.  Jesus tells them, “Greet no one on the road” (v.4).  In other words, 

this is not a time to stop and lollygag.  The preaching of the kingdom is more 

important than social connections.  These 72 were to go out without 

provisions—doesn’t sound like a very smart idea from an earthly standpoint, 

but they were to go out unhindered, not loaded down, trusting that the Lord 

would provide for them.  They were to trust that the word of the Lord would be 

heard, that people would respond, and that they would provide for them.  It is 

like saying, “Go without your credit cards and leave your suitcase at home.”   

 Verse 7 has something to say to both the Congregation and the Pastor:  

“And remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they provide, for the 

laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from house to house.”  When these teams 

of two would arrive in a village, they were to stay at the house that first 

welcomed them, even if it was a very modest house.  If later on a well-to-do 

family down the street invited them in, they were not to leave the modest home, 

but to be content to stay.  To the pastor this says that we need to be content 

with what God provides, not casting about for a better deal somewhere else.  To 

the Congregation this verse says, “The laborer deserves his wages”—in other 

words, God is calling you to provide a living for your pastor and teachers.  He 
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does not ask you to make them rich, but to give them the same kind of living 

that you have, as though they were eating with you at your table.  The reading 

from Galatians put it this way:  “One who is taught the word must share all 

good things with the one who teaches.  Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, 

for whatever one sows, that will he also reap” (Galatians 6:6-7).  Remember, it 

is in this preaching and hearing that the kingdom of God comes! 

---  II  --- 

 When God’s kingdom comes, those who reject Him will be held 

accountable.  Jesus takes to task the cities where He had done so many of His 

miracles, places where they had the opportunity to hear Him preach.  “To 

whom much is given, from Him much shall be required.”  Friends, if we should 

reject the Lord Jesus, it will not go easy for us at the Last Judgment.  We have 

been blessed to hear the word of God’s Kingdom proclaimed to us again and 

again from an early age.  This demonstrates to us the principle of degrees of 

punishment.  Of those villages where the Lord’s representatives have preached, 

and where they were not received, they will have it worse than the people of 

Sodom at the last day.  Why?  Because they had much more opportunity to 

repent, they are more culpable.  If we reject God and His ways what kind of 

excuse are we going to make to our Lord when He comes as judge?  Are we 

going to say, “We didn’t know?”  “I didn’t have a Bible”?  “There was no 

church in my neighborhood”?  Or, “Nobody warned me about my sins, that 

they separate me from God”?  No!  We will be without excuse.  

---  III  --- 

 When God’s kingdom comes, there follows great joy.  When the 72 

returned, they were rejoicing.  "Lord, even the demons submit to us in Your 

name."  It seems that the disciples were finding the source for their rejoicing in 

the power and authority they were exercising.  Even the evil spirits, the agents 

of Satan himself, were being controlled by the disciples.  Christ described the 

great authority that He had given them:  "I have given you authority to trample 

on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing 

will harm you."  These disciples were invincible.  Christ had given them the 

authority to overcome "all the power of the enemy," and they were thrilled to 

exercise such power.  But the joy was not to be found in that authority, but in 
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their very salvation: “Do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice 

that your names are written in heaven."  The phrase "written in heaven" is a 

way of referring to those whose sins are forgiven by grace, through faith in 

Jesus Christ.  It is synonymous with having your name written in the Book of 

Life.  In Revelation 21:27, God describes those who will enter heaven by saying, 

"Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful 

or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of 

life."  Conversely, one chapter earlier in Revelation, God states that on the last 

day, "If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown 

into the lake of fire" (Rev. 20:15). 

 We repeat Christ's words to us this morning:  "Rejoice that your names 

are written in heaven."  They are written there in the blood of Jesus Christ.  

They are written there because Christ offered His life on the cross as payment 

for your sin and mine and for the sins of the whole world.  In 1 Peter we are 

reminded that, "it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you 

were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your 

forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or 

defect."  It is this blood of Christ, shed on the cross, that cleanses us from sin 

and all unrighteousness.  It is this blood, shed on the cross, that covers over 

every sin we have or will ever commit.  In a very real way, God has written our 

name in heaven with the blood of Jesus Christ.  Rejoice that God loves us with 

an everlasting love and has written our names in His book of life. 

 Real joy is not to be found in power and authority.  Real joy is to be found 

in the Kingdom of God.  Today we join with the angels and archangels, with the 

whole company of heaven--yes, with God Himself--in rejoicing over the names 

that are written in heaven.   

 Lord, Thy kingdom come!  Amen. 
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