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“Follow Me” 

Luke 9:51-62 

Third Sunday after Pentecost + June 26, 2022 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 What does it mean to “follow” Jesus Christ?  Does it mean that we 

happen to be going down the same road as He, only sometime later?  Does it 

mean that we go over to Palestine and retrace the journeys that Jesus made?  

Does it mean that we follow at a distance behind Him, watching to see where He 

goes and what He does, in hopes that we can catch Him doing something that 

we do not approve of—sort of like the FBI on a stakeout, following someone in 

order to gather evidence against him?   

 No, to follow Jesus means to be His disciple.  It means to be like one of the 

twelve who listened to His teachings, believed in Him as their Savior from sin, 

and learned from Jesus how to live.  When Jesus said, “Follow Me” it also 

applies to the reader, whoever and wherever we may be.  As usual, we will trace 

this through three ideas:  (1) To follow Jesus means to take up our cross after 

Him.  (2) To follow Jesus means to have a compassionate and patient heart as 

He did.  (3) To follow Jesus means to live wholeheartedly for Him.  Jesus says to 

us today, “Follow Me!” 

---  I  --- 

 To follow Jesus means, first of all, to take up our cross after Him.  Luke 

9:51 marks a great turning point in the visible ministry of Jesus on earth.  

“When the days drew near for Him to be taken up, He set his face to go to 

Jerusalem” (v.51).  With bold and obvious determination Jesus demonstrated 

His willingness to go to Jerusalem at just the right time and place that was 

according to the Father’s will.  It will take about ten chapters in Luke’s Gospel 

before Jesus gets there, but He will be there to offer Himself as the great 

Passover Lamb at the Passover feast.  Jesus did not go to Jerusalem to receive 

gold and silver from the peoples of the earth.  He did not go in order to have 

Caesar and all his governors transfer their crowns over to Him.  He came to be 

betrayed, denied, whipped, beaten, unjustly condemned, and finally crucified.  

Jesus was in tune with the times that were upon Him.  He did not try to 

postpone what the Father had called Him to do.  He did not try to go 



 

Page 2 
 

somewhere else.  He was not like Jonah who got into a boat and sailed in the 

opposite direction from the way the He was called.  He went where the Father 

called Him to be, where we needed Him to be.  He was firmly resolved that He 

was going to be at the right place in the right time in order to give Himself as a 

payment for the sins of the world.  At the Passover Feast in Jerusalem the next 

spring He would show Himself as the great Passover Lamb, laying down His life 

so that death would “pass over” all who call on His name.  Following His death 

He would rise from the dead on the third day, and forty days later He would be 

“taken up” from them into heaven. 

 Jesus calls us to follow Him in that way of the cross.  Earlier in this 

chapter we read Jesus’ very words:  “If anyone would come after me, let him 

deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me” (Luke 9:23).  Is that 

what happened with the disciples?  Certainly not right away.  When Jesus was 

arrested, they all forsook Him and fled (Matthew 26:56).  They had promised to 

go with Him to prison or even to die with Him, but when the hour of crisis 

came, they turned away from following Him.  But Jesus forgave them, accepted 

them back as disciples after His resurrection, and re-commissioned them as His 

apostles.  Even as He did so, He warned Peter that the day would come when 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself 

and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your 

hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 

(This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God),”John 21:18-

19.  Ancient Christian testimony tells us that Peter indeed was crucified.  It was 

similar for the rest of the disciples.  Therefore, when Jesus says that each of us 

who follow Him are to take our cross daily and follow Him, we should picture 

each of us carrying a wooden cross to a hill like Calvary where we each are to 

be nailed to our own cross.   

 May God in His mercy spare us from having to suffer like that, but He 

calls us to be ready to suffer that way rather than desert the way that our Lord 

Jesus calls us to walk.  Indeed, some Christians are called in that way, even 

today.  Persecution of Christians is rampant in certain countries around th 

world.  The persecution in Sudan in recent years was so severe that many of the 

Lutheran Churches were burned to the ground and the pastors of the church 
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were indeed crucified.  (The result?  The church there is growing by leaps and 

bounds.)  Jesus calls us to be ready to suffer the same if called upon.  He calls us 

to follow Him on the way of the cross. 

---  II  --- 

 Secondly, to follow Jesus means to have a compassionate and patient 

heart as He did.  Notice how Jesus deals with those who refuse Him.  “And He 

sent messengers ahead of Him, who went and entered a village of the 

Samaritans, to make preparations for him.  But the people did not receive him, 

because his face was set toward Jerusalem” (vv.52-53).  The bad will between 

the Samaritans, on the one hand, and Jews in Jerusalem, on the other, is well-

known.  It was so severe that the people of this village refused to provide any 

housing or provision for Jesus and His disciples.  They did not want to have any 

part in sending Jesus on to Jerusalem to fulfill His work as the promised 

Savior.   

 What should Jesus and His followers do about this rejection?  James and 

John, the “sons of thunder” (Mark 3:17) had an idea.  “Lord, do you want us to 

tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” (v. 54).  Apparently 

they would like to see a Sodom and Gomorrah type of destruction, when God 

rained down fire and brimstone on people who rejected God and His ways.  But 

how did Jesus respond?  “But He turned and rebuked them.  And they went on 

to another village” (vv. 55-56).  Jesus had to scold them sharply for thinking 

such a thing.  Another time Jesus said, “For God did not send his Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 

through him” (John 3:17).   

 We would like to lash out against and bash those who do not believe in the 

Lord Jesus or His word.  There can be no thoughts of revenge among those who 

follow Jesus.  Those who are persecuted are called in the name of Jesus to 

forgive those who act against them, even as Jesus forgave and prayed for those 

who nailed Him to the cross.  There is no place for us to trash or mock those 

who choose lifestyles contrary to a Christian lifestyle.  As believers in the Lord 

Jesus Christ, we seek to follow the teachings of the New Testament, including 

His teachings about marriage.  That teaching is summarized in our reading 

from the Book of Galatians today.  “Now the works of the flesh are evident: 
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sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, 

jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, 

orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who 

do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God” (Galatians 5:19-21).  What 

is “moral” for the use of sexuality is that sexual desires and actions should be 

confined to the life-long union between one man and one woman—a union 

called “marriage.”  Sexual “immorality” includes desires and actions that are 

not in that kind of union, whether before marriage or outside of that kind of 

marriage.  We are called as Christ’s people on earth to proclaim with 

compassion yet firmness this word that calls sinners to repentance.  And notice 

that this sin is just one of fifteen in the list of which the Scriptures say, “those 

who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God” (Gal 5:21).  We are to 

proclaim this word of warning to each other and to all sinners so that all might 

be turned from these sins and to trust in the forgiveness of sins through Jesus.  

As we read in 1 Corinthians after such a list:  “And such were some of you. But 

you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the 

Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God” (1 cor. 6:11).  But how will we 

respond?  Instead of calling down fire from heaven, what should we do?  What 

is to be our reaction to those who feel same-sex attractions and those who 

support same-sex marriage?  We deal with them, not with violence or derision, 

not by harming them or making fun of them, but with compassion and by 

sharing the truth.  In that love and compassion we speak to them the same word 

of Law and Gospel that every sinner needs to hear.  We seek to bring them to 

repentance and life even as we seek to bring to repentance those who are in any 

way living against God’s will for marriage, or breaking any of the other 

commandments, for that matter.  We follow Jesus in that way of patience. 

---  III  --- 

 Finally, Jesus calls us to follow Him wholeheartedly.  “As they were going 

along the road, someone said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ And 

Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son 

of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’ To another he said, ‘Follow me.’ But he 

said, ‘Lord, let me first go and bury my father.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘Leave 

the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom 
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of God.’ Yet another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell 

to those at my home.’  Jesus said to him, ‘No one who puts his hand to the plow 

and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God’ ” (vv.57-62).   

 You cannot be looking backwards when walking behind a plow.  You 

must be focused on the work ahead.  So a disciple of Jesus must follow single-

mindedly.  Notice that when Jesus got His disciples, He called them; He didn’t 

take volunteers.  He does the initiating and the work and the life are His.  May 

we follow Him, and Him alone!  Amen. 
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Adapted from the sermon originally preached June 30, 2013. 

Also preached 2019, and in 2022, on Saturday evening at Covington. 


