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“How Much God Has Done for Us!” 

Luke 8:26-39 

Second Sunday after Pentecost + June 19, 2022 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 We very routinely say, almost without thinking, that Christ has redeemed 

us from sin, from death, and from the “power of the devil” (Small Catechism, 

Explanation of the Second Article).  We pass over this important truth almost 

as if it were nothing.  But it is huge!  The text before us demonstrates what a 

stupendous thing it is to be redeemed from the power of the devil.   It describes 

for us the sad condition of a man bodily possessed by devils and then his happy 

condition after Jesus dismissed the demons.  It is a powerful “before” and 

“after” picture.  Afterwards Jesus told him:  “Return to your home, and 

declare how much God has done for you” (v.39).  In other words, tell your 

“before” and “after” story.  This morning we intend to do just that, by looking 

at five specific things that Jesus did for him.  Along the way, don’t be surprised 

if we see that Jesus has done great things for us, as well. 

 

1. Jesus clothed the naked man.   

 One of the first details we are told about this man is that he was naked:  

“When Jesus had stepped out on land, there met Him a man from the city who 

had demons.  For a long time he had worn no clothes” (v.27).  Why was this 

man naked?  It was not because there were no clothes for him to wear.  It was 

because in his demonic state he would tear off any clothes that anyone tried to 

get him to wear.  In his body he was a prisoner of the legion of demons that 

lived within him.  His unseen captors would not even allow him the common 

decency of wearing clothes.  He lived naked like an animal.  No wonder no one 

would pass that way (Matthew 8:28).  Who would allow their family members 

to go anywhere near such a place where this guy was hanging out? 

 Here you see what the devil is really all about.  If he had his way with us, 

we and all people would be stripped of common decency and behave like beasts.  

He wants to strip us of the dignity that God gave us when He created us as the 

crown of His creation.  He would love to see the breakdown of everything 
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orderly and decent among people.  He would like to tear down all the good 

things among humans and turn us all into beasts. 

 It is quite a scene to think of Jesus getting out of the boat and being met 

by this man who was not wearing a stitch of clothing.  But after Jesus dismisses 

the legion of demons from him, notice the change:  “They came to Jesus and 

found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, 

clothed and in his right mind” (v.35).  It is not just that he now was given a robe 

to wear, but rather that Jesus changed the man from the inside out so that he 

wanted to clothe his body once again.  Jesus had, so to speak, welcomed him 

back into the human race by allowing him to cover the shame of his nakedness. 

 Since the Garden of Eden God has been in the clothing business.  He 

sacrificed an animal of some sort there in order to clothe our first parents and 

so covered the shame of their sins.  He has richly and daily provided us with 

clothing and shoes.  But it goes far beyond that:  Jesus has clothed us with the 

robe of His own righteousness.  In order to gain righteousness for us, our dear 

Lord Jesus, when He was in the hands of his captors, had to be stripped of His 

clothing and publicly shamed like a despicable criminal (John 19:23).  By that 

sacrifice, our sin and shame have been removed.  Through faith in Jesus we are 

clothed with the holiness and righteousness of Jesus.  We heard it this morning 

from Galatians Chapter 3:  “As many of you as were baptized into Christ have 

put on Christ” (v.27).  When God the Father looks at us, He does not see our 

shameful sin and guilt; He sees the perfection of Jesus His Son. 

 

2. Jesus brought him back into the community. 

 The next detail we read about the demoniac is that “he had not lived in a 

house but among the tombs” (v.27).  The devil drove this man away from all his 

people.  He was isolated from everything good in the community.  Apparently 

he rejected every attempt for people to reach out to him.  There was no positive 

influence from brothers or sisters or any others who might try to help him.  

Indeed, he was alone and abandoned, often “driven by the demon into the 

desert” (v.29).   

 From the devil’s viewpoint, how delightful!  Community and the family 

are gifts from God.  To be surrounded by people who love us and care about us 



Page 3 
 

-- who will speak on our behalf when needed, who will watch over our things 

and our loved ones – this is to be surrounded by blessings from God.  The devil 

must laugh with glee when he sees neighborhoods where no one trusts anybody, 

where no one cares for one anybody else.  He must laugh with glee when he sees 

church people turning on each other.  

 But Jesus ended the man’s isolation.  At the end we read “They came to 

Jesus and found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of 

Jesus, clothed and in his right mind” (Luke 8:35).  He has been brought into the 

community of the disciples, the learners, those who sat at the feet of Jesus and 

listened to His teaching.   

 The Lord Jesus has done much for us like this, as well.  Apart from His 

work, we would be cut off from God and from the family of God.  But, as we 

heard from Galatians today, God in Christ has adopted us into His family.  

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 

woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that 

we might receive adoption as sons” (Galatians 4:4-5).  Whether we are male or 

female, we are “sons” of God—that is, each of us is a full heir of God.  Jesus is 

our Brother and He shares the full inheritance with us.  He is the only-begotten 

Son; we are the adopted sons with all the rights and privileges thereof.  We can 

even address Almighty God with the same dear term as did our Brother Jesus:  

“Abba, Father.”  (Compare Galatians 4:6 and Romans 8:15 with Mark 14:36.)   

 

3. Christ brought him out from the realm of the dead. 

 The demoniac made his home among the tombs.  It was fitting for the 

devil’s subject to make his home among the dead and decaying.  Here was a 

living human being who had left his family and the community and moved in 

with the dead bodies in those caves.   

 The devil loves death.  Scripture says that he “has the power of death” 

(Hebrews 2:14).  Death is his thing.  Through it he taunts people.  Through the 

fear of death he wants to subject us to a lifelong slavery.   

 That is why Jesus had to become flesh and blood like us:  so that He could 

die and thereby set us free from the devil and rescue us from the lifelong 

slavery to the fear of death (Hebrews 2:14-15).  Jesus is no stranger to death.  
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He is no foreigner to the places where they buried people.  He was there at the 

grave of His dead friend Lazarus.  After He died, they laid His mortal remains 

in a cave outside of Jerusalem.  But it was a new grave, recently cut out of the 

rock, a grave in which no one had been buried, one without the smell of death 

and decay (John 19:41).  It was a borrowed grave, not His own (Matthew 

27:60).  This is fitting because He rose triumphant on the third day.  “God 

raised Him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for Him 

to be held by it” (Acts 2:24). 

 In Jesus we have been brought from death to life.  We live now with Him 

spiritually; for eternity we will be with Him in body and soul.   

 

4. Jesus spared him from the pit of hell. 

 The man’s condition was not just for a day or a week but “for a long 

time”—no doubt, years.  This was a life that had been ruined by the devil and 

his helpers from hell. 

 The devil wants the troubles he brings to last for a lifetime, and then to be 

magnified for all eternity.  We humans very easily forget the eternal side of 

things, but in the presence of the very Son of God, these demons know that they 

were judged and that punishment awaited them.  “What have you to do with 

me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?  I beg you, do not torment me” (v.28).  

“They begged Him not to command them to depart into the abyss” (v.31).  The 

devils see that broad picture.  They knew were headed for the pit of hell and 

wanted to take this man with them. 

 Jesus will indeed cast them into the abyss and carry out the sentence that 

has been pronounced against them.  Rev. 20:10 says, “And the devil who had 

deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur… tormented day and 

night forever and ever.” 

 The devil wants our problems never to end, but only to get worse for all 

eternity.  Jesus has rescued us from that pit. 

 

5. Jesus gave him victory over the super-human powers of evil. 

 The man was in a condition beyond typical human trouble.  He showed a 

classic symptom of demon-possession in that he displayed powers beyond any 
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human powers:  “he was kept under guard and bound with chains and 

shackles, but he would break the bonds” (v.29).  When Jesus asks for his name, 

he says, “Legion” for many demons had entered him (v.30).  A “legion” of 

Roman soldiers was six thousand!  A whole army of demons had captured him.  

What chance did this poor man have? 

 The devil wants to scare us with such demonstrations of power.  He wants 

to put terror into us such that we will give up and let him have his way.  It is 

true, his power is more than we can match.  As the hymn says, “On earth is not 

his equal” (LSB 656, st.1).  Scripture says:  “For we do not wrestle against flesh 

and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 

powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12).  But Jesus, with a word, dismisses this army 

of devils from the man. 

 Jesus let the devil carry out his dark plans against Him.  He was betrayed, 

denied, mocked, crucified.  But Jesus won the victory!  We know this, not only 

from His resurrection, but also from His descent into hell. He went there not to 

suffer, but, having been raised in the body, to get in the devil’s face and say, 

“Here I am!  I am alive!  You are condemned.”  “He disarmed the rulers and 

authorities and put them to open shame” (Colossians 2:15).   

 

 Jesus told this man:  “Declare how much God has done for you” (v.29).  

This man had a lot to tell!  Jesus had clothed him, brought him back into the 

community of God’s family, brought him from the realm of the dead to the 

living, rescued him from hell, and delivered him from the super-human powers 

of the devil.  Jesus has done the same for us!  In conclusion, note how the man 

responded to Jesus’ command:  “And he went away, proclaiming throughout 

the whole city how much Jesus had done for him” (v.39).  May the Lord help us 

to do the same!  Amen. 
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