
 
 

“The Last Chapter” 

Revelation 22 

Seventh Sunday of Easter + May 29, 2022 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 Do you know how many chapters in the Bible there are?  There are 1,189 

chapters.  Revelation 22 is the last chapter.  When speaking of our lives we are 

accustomed to talking about different chapters.  When something changes, we 

say that we have turned the page and have begun a new chapter.  When we are 

worried about someone who has chosen a dangerous path, we take hope for the 

future, saying, “The last chapter of his life has not yet been written.”  

Revelation 22, the Last Chapter of the Bible, also tells of the last chapter in our 

lives.  The two meet here, because it is telling our story.  What does the last 

chapter of our lives include?   

---  I  --- 

 It includes the coming of Christ.  Twice in the chapter Jesus says, 

“Behold, I am coming soon!”  “Behold” means “sit up and take notice!  This is 

important.”  Jesus is coming soon.  He says, "I am the Alpha and the Omega, 

the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End" (v.13).  Alpha and Omega 

are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, the language John used to 

write this book.  We might say Jesus is the "A" and the "Z."  The Lord is the 

first and the Last.  He is, was, and ever shall be.  He alone is without beginning 

and without end.  He alone was present when the universe was first called into 

existence.  He is the beginning and the end, the source and the goal.  The Lord 

God is unique and there is none like Him.  He made it happen by the breath of 

His mouth.  All creatures owe their very existence to Him and are accountable 

to Him.  He will bring His creation to its goal, to its final completion.  These 

words "first and last" are taken right out of the book of Isaiah where they are 

recorded as those of the LORD Himself.  In Isaiah 48:12-13 the Lord says, “I 

am he; I am the first, and I am the last.  My hand laid the foundation of the 

earth, and my right hand spread out the heavens.”  Jesus, who at the beginning 

was the Father’s agent for bringing creation into existence, will, at the end of 

time complete His redemption of all creation.  He is coming back to bring His 

work to its final goal.   
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 What, specifically, will Jesus do when He returns?  He will raise the dead 

and act as judge over all the people of all time and of all the nations.  Here He 

says, “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay 

each one for what he has done” (v.12).  As Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “For 

we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may 

receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.” 

 The Lord will judge with perfect justice.  Those who are lost will know 

beyond a shadow of a doubt that it was their own fault.  In judgment the Lord 

says, “Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy” (v.11).  These 

words of judgment are spoken in view of the nearness of Christ’s return.  The 

Lord is patient, longsuffering, abundant in His mercy.  But even His patience 

finally wears out.   

 Let us take the example of a person who repeatedly, persistently, 

stubbornly throughout His life says, “I don’t want to have anything to do with 

Jesus.  This business of Jesus being the Son of God who died to save me from 

my sins—it’s not for me.”  God tries again and again to convert Him with His 

word.  Each time he stubbornly refuses.  We know that when he meets his 

Maker he will be condemned, but God may allow that judgment to befall him 

even before he leaves this life. In essence, what God is saying is, “Okay, I will 

give you exactly what you wanted.  You don’t want to have anything to do with 

Jesus, that is exactly how you will spend eternity.  My son’s death for the sins of 

the world--you say it is not for you, then fine, have it that way.”  All throughout 

eternity that man will know that his condemnation is perfectly just; he is 

merely getting that for which he asked. 

 God in his mercy will preserve those whom He has called to Himself.  He 

has made them righteous in view of the holiness of Christ, and they have been 

given power to live as children of God.  “Let … the righteous still do right, and 

the holy still be holy” (v.11).  And when Jesus says His “recompense” is with 

Him, He means that He is bringing with Him the goods that He earned.  He 

brings His own righteousness.  Already through faith He has imputed that 

righteousness to us.  When He comes again, He will publicly impute that 

righteousness to us.  All will see and know that Christ’s own righteousness has 

completely covered our sin and guilt.   
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 When He comes again, He will publicly declare us “not guilty.”  It will 

then be known to the whole human race that Jesus gave His life to pay for your 

sins and mine when He died on the tree of the cross.  Then the full benefits of 

His sacrifice will be seen, and all who put their trust in Him will be free.  When 

He comes again, He will bring with Him life--full life, life free from sorrow, 

pain, mourning, death, misery, and shame.  Jesus is coming soon:   He will 

repay each according to what He has done. 

---  II  --- 

In the Last Chapter of our lives, in eternity, we will eat from the tree of 

life!  There were two special trees in the Garden of Eden:  the tree of life and 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Our first parents ate from that tree 

and death came upon them as a result.  God drove them out of the Garden and 

placed cherubim at the entrance with a fiery sword to guard the way lest man 

be able to get back and eat of the tree of life and live forever.  “Sin came into 

the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all 

men because all sinned” (Romans 5:12).  When they were driven from the 

Garden all the generations that followed were also forbidden to enter. 

 But on the first Christmas God opened the door to paradise and sent us 

His own Son as a gift.  “The angel guards the gate no more--to God our thanks 

we pay” (TLH #105).  The original intent of the Creator would not be 

permanently thwarted.  He created man for eternal life.   “He who has 

prepared us for this very thing” (2 Cor. 5:5).  God has a purpose for you, for 

creation.   

 John sees that the tree of life bears twelve different kind of fruits, one for 

each month of the year.  “There is no such thing!”  we may say.  That is to say, 

there is no such thing on earth.  God has prepared a place for us with blessings 

that are unimaginable for us.  “I consider that the sufferings of this present 

time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us” 

(Romans 8:18).  God has prepared for us what no ear has heard, what no eye 

has seen and no mind has conceived of it.   

 Then we read about the source of the life:  “Then the angel showed me the 

river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and 

of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city” (vv.1-2a).   The tree of 
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life finds its source via the water of life in the throne of God and the Lamb.  

(Note that there is one throne for the Father and the Son--more evidence that 

Jesus is considered--and really is--of one substance with the Father, co-eternal 

with Him and the Holy Spirit.)   

 What does all this mean?  Where does life come from?  Trace out the gift 

of eternal life.  What is its source?  From where did it come?  It comes from the 

saving acts of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world, who was sent here by His Father and ours.  There simply is no other 

way.  “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 

heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).  The Father 

and the Son convey or share that gift of eternal salvation with the world by 

means of the Gospel.  It comes through the means of grace that He has 

established for our blessings:  the word of God and the sacraments (Baptism 

and the Lord's Supper).   

 It all goes back to Jesus, doesn’t it!  There never was nor will there be any 

true life without faith or trust in Jesus Christ.  Remember what Jesus told that 

woman whom He met at the well at a village.  She had had five husbands and 

the man she was currently living with was not her husband.  Jesus wanted her 

to have the right of eating from the tree of living water.  So, he gently showed 

her her sin and also said, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is 

saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have 

given you living water.”… “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty 

again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty 

again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water 

welling up to eternal life” (John 4:10, 13-14).   

---  III  --- 

Wonderful news!  Jesus will return and, through faith in Him, we will be 

found not guilty in the judgment and will enter the New Creation, where we 

will eat from the tree of life and drink from the river of the water of life.  How 

do we get ready?  A more accurate question would be, “How can God Himself 

prepare us?”  We hang on to His word.  Jesus says, “And behold, I am coming 

soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book”  

(v.7).  A little later the angel tells John that he is a fellow servant “with those 
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who keep the words of this book” (v.9).  The way to be ready is to keep on in the 

word of Christ.  Over the course of hundreds of chapters and thousands of 

verses, the Bible presents to us the words of the living Christ.  His living words 

are the God-certified tool of the Holy Spirit for both bringing us to faith and 

preserving us in that faith, and faith alone prepares us for the Second Coming 

of Jesus.  “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of 

Christ” (Romans 10:17).  This book is what we have until Christ returns.  Does 

our lack of desire to hear and read, to study and learn this word show that we 

don’t really care about the Lord Jesus Himself?  Do we really believe that Jesus 

is the promised Savior from God, and that this book is from Him to us?  Then 

why don’t we spend more time with it?   

 There are many things in life that are not dependable.  Many promises 

that are made and not kept.  Christ’s words are faithful and they are true.  We 

can depend on them absolutely.   “These words are trustworthy and true” (v.6).  

Our words may fail.  Our promises may be forgotten.  People may lie and 

deceive.  These words can be trusted.  They are worthy of our trust.  These 

words are genuine, they are the real McCoy.  Don’t be fooled by imitations.  

This phrase is the final amen on all of Scripture.  “Yes, it shall be so!”  All of 

Scripture is united--God is speaking throughout all these books.  There will not 

be one book contradicting another; although there were some forty human 

authors used to pen the various books, behind them there is only one author, 

and He is the Lord of the universe.   

 This is not the only time that God tells us of His faithfulness as He tells us 

of our future.  We read in 1 Corinthians: “You are not lacking in any gift, as 

you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the 

end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom you 

were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord” (1 

Corinthians 1:7-9).  Also 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24:  “Now may the God of peace 

himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body 

be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He who calls you is 

faithful; he will surely do it.”  Hebrews 10:23 says, “Let us hold fast the 

confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful”   
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