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“Jesus Has Overcome” 

John 16:23-33 

A Sermon for the Sixth Sunday of Easter + May 22, 2022 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 Yes, we are still celebrating the victory that Jesus won for us by His 

resurrection from the dead.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  Jesus 

knew that victory was coming and spoke of it in certain terms even before He 

went out to the Garden to be betrayed and arrested by His enemies.  He said, 

“In the world you will have tribulation.  But take heart; I have overcome the 

world” (v.33).  Let’s take a look more specifically at this victory that Christ has 

won for us.  We will see (1) that he has replaced confusion with certainty.  (2) 

He has replaced separation from God the Father with access to Him.  (3) He has 

replaced fear with peace. 

---  I  --- 

 Christ has overcome confusion.  Here Jesus describes His teaching “in 

figures of speech.”  Bible scholars describe it this way:  “John records many 

difficult sayings of Jesus that appear throughout the Gospel….  John often 

notes the trouble the disciples and the crowds have deciphering Jesus’ intent by 

recording their questions. In some cases the disciples only understood Jesus’ 

words much later…. Jesus refers to His sayings as ‘figures of speech’, an 

expression that commonly describes proverbs.  But Jesus’ sayings are more 

than traditional proverbs.  They are often prophetic or have the character of 

riddles, demanding deep reflection” (Lutheran Study Bible, p. 1775).   

 One of the reasons it was hard for the disciples to understand the full 

meaning of Jesus’ teachings is that His main work had not yet been 

accomplished:  He had not yet died on the cross and risen from the dead.  Up 

until then, to describe to them the life that would be theirs in the future was like 

trying to describe to a caterpillar what it would be like to take off and land like 

a butterfly.  So many things that were unclear to the disciples before the 

resurrection of Christ became clear to them afterwards—especially after the 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.  “I have said these things to you in 

figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in 

figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father” (v. 25).  In those 40 
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days after His resurrection, the Scriptures tell us that Jesus gave many 

convincing proofs of His resurrection and spoke to them about the Kingdom of 

God (Acts 1:3).  Remember how He opened the minds of Cleopas and his 

companion on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24).  This teaching, combined with 

the coming of the Holy Spirit, who would bring to their remembrance all the 

teachings of Jesus, gave clarity to the Good News of the Gospel that Christ 

indeed was the Son of God who had come forth from the Father and was about 

to return to the Father.  Today we have the clarity of the New Testament to 

make Jesus known to us.   

 It may seem confusing to us to hear Jesus say, “In that day you will ask 

nothing of Me” (v.23) and then to say, “Ask, and you will receive” (v.24).  It is 

helpful to understand that there are two different words for “ask” in the 

original Greek language here.  In verse 23 Jesus uses the word that means “to 

make an inquiry,” in the manner of students asking their teacher for more 

information.  In other words, He is promising that after He rises from the dead 

and pours out the Holy Spirit on them, they will not need to ask any questions 

of Jesus any longer, because the Holy Spirit will lead them in all truth, as He 

said a few verses earlier in this chapter:  “When the Spirit of truth comes, He 

will guide you into all the truth” (v.13).  For three years they have had Jesus 

visibly with them to answer their questions and to clarify His teaching.  Many 

of these questions are recorded throughout the Gospel According to John.   

 On the other hand, when Jesus says, “Ask, and you will receive” (v. 24), 

He uses the word that means “to make a request for something, to demand.”  

Here Jesus is throwing wide open the doors to the treasure house of the riches 

of God’s grace.  He is telling us to ask for help and for all that we need.  It is 

like the command in Psalm 50:15, “Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will 

deliver you, and you shall glorify me.” 

 Our requests are to be made “in Jesus’ name” (v.24).  What does it mean 

to pray “in Jesus’ name”?  It means that we pray as children of God through 

faith in Jesus as our Savior.  It means that we believe in Jesus as He is, true God 

and true man, and that we trust in Him alone for salvation and life.  To pray in 

the name of Jesus also means that we submit to the will of God.  This privilege 

of prayer does not put us in charge, as though God makes Himself our magic 
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genie and He has to grant whatever we request of Him.  He is still God and we 

are not.  And His ways are not our ways, and His thoughts are not our 

thoughts.  This brings us to point two: 

---  II  --- 

 Christ has overcome separation from the Father.  That is to say, He has 

reconciled us to the Father.  Sin created a separation from God.  Remember 

how Adam and Eve ran and tried to hide from God when they sinned?  This 

separation from God is the very thing that the disciples themselves would 

experience that very night.  They had all promised to stay with Jesus, even to 

die with Him, but when He was arrested, they all forsook Him and fled.  But 

God, through the work of Jesus, His Son, has bridged the gap.  He came to this 

fallen world because He knew this fallen world could not come to Him.  From 

now on, God’s people would pray directly to the Father in the name of Jesus:  

“In that day you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the 

Father on your behalf; for the Father Himself loves You, because you have 

loved me and have believed that I came from God” (v. 27).  The curtain 

blocking the way for us to the Father has been torn down through the sacrifice 

of Jesus.  If we approach the Almighty Father through faith in the work of 

Jesus, we will find the door open.  The Father loves us.  He has affection toward 

us, in view of the work of Jesus.  

---  III  --- 

 Christ has overcome tribulation with peace.  “I have said these things to 

you, that in me you may have peace.  In the world you will have tribulation. But 

take heart; I have overcome the world” (v.33).  Other names for tribulation 

would be simply “trouble” or “suffering” or, more literally, “a pressing 

together” or “pressure.”  It is like we say, “between a rock and a hard place.”  

It is a word often coupled with words like “persecution” or “distress” / 

“difficulty” or “necessity.”  Some troubles mentioned in the New Testament 

include those hard-pressed by the calamities of war when a city is under siege 

(Matthew 24:21, 29) or the pressure of being in want or need (2 Cor. 8:13), a 

woman going through the tribulation of childbirth (John 16:21).  It is also used 

of the sufferings of persecution, such as when believers were put in prison or 

had their property confiscated or were publicly insulted (Hebrews 10:32ff.).   
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 Jesus warns the disciples that trouble is coming for them:  “Do you now 

believe?  Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be 

scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone” (vv.31-32).  They got 

up from that meal where Jesus was teaching them and went out to the Garden 

and Gethsemane, and, sure enough, when Jesus was arrested and they saw that 

He was not going to fight, they all forsook Him and fled.   

 Jesus is telling us that this is what it will be like in the world.  We will 

have trouble.  When troubles come, let no Christian moan and groan:  “We 

never expected this!  How could Jesus let this happen to one of His children?”  

No, the Lord Jesus has practiced full disclosure.  There is no bait-and-switch 

here.  He told us straight out:  “You will have tribulation.”  If anyone would 

come after Jesus, so said the Savior, let him take up his cross daily and follow 

Jesus.   

 What are the things that press in on you these days?  What are the things 

in your life that test your faith in God?  Perhaps what is pressing in on you is a 

heavy load of responsibilities.  You feel as though the whole world rests on your 

shoulders and that one of these days the weight is going to crush you.  Maybe it 

is the pain of someone who has disappointed you.  You feel they have stabbed 

you in the back or somehow been unfaithful to the commitments they had with 

you.  Maybe you thought they would be there for you when you were in trouble, 

and you found you had to go it alone.  Is it temptation to a certain sin?  Perhaps 

you thought that you had left that sin behind and had somehow gotten past it, 

and now the temptation rears its ugly head once more, perhaps more fierce 

than ever.  Maybe it is the pressure of a conflict in which you are involved.   

 Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father but 

by Him.  That means that true peace comes from believing that Jesus of 

Nazareth is the Son of God, that He came from heaven to fulfill all 

righteousness:  to do everything before God that we have been unable to do.  It 

means that we believe that Jesus has the full approval of the Father for the life 

that He lived and the death that He died.  It means that we believe that the 

Lord Jesus stood in for us when He suffered the anger of the Just and Holy God 

and was abandoned for us on the cross.  It means that we believe that Jesus was 

raised from the dead on the third day to show that His work was finished and 
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acceptable to God in heaven.  It means that we believe that the Lord Jesus is 

alive now, at the right hand of the Father, pouring out His Holy Spirit on the 

Church, working through the words of Jesus proclaimed throughout the world 

to give peace to those who hear.   

 Notice that peace comes from the words of Jesus:  “I have said these 

things to you, that in Me you may have peace” (v.33).  Jesus speaks, the 

disciples believe His words, and the result is that they have peace.  The word of 

God is living and active.  It is able to deliver the very gifts that it describes:  

forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation with God, which have the effect of 

producing peace in our very soul.  

 Earlier Jesus spoke of this peace when He said, “Peace I leave with you; 

my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you” (John 14:27).  

This peace is both a legacy and a treasure.  His legacy is not a pile of silver or 

gold, not some fishing boat on the sea of Galilee or a vineyard somewhere.  This 

legacy of peace is more than just the calmness that He feels in His own hour of 

impending suffering and death.  No, His legacy is the accomplishment of an 

actual peace between God and the world.  Elsewhere this is described as 

“reconciliation”:  “In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 

counting their trespasses against them” (2 Corinthians 5:19).  When warring 

parties are brought to peace, that is reconciliation.  In the perfect life of Jesus 

Christ, our true human Brother and Substitute, God the Father counts each of 

us who believe in Jesus as also having lived a perfect life.  In the death of Jesus 

Christ, the Very Son of God, God the Father has received payment in full for 

the debt of all our sins.  In other words, it is God who has been reconciled.  He 

is no longer angry at the sinful world—through Jesus, His Son.  That is why He 

raised Christ from the dead.  And this peace replaces the fear in times of 

tribulation.  Amen. 
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