
 
 

 “The Son of Man in Glory” 

Revelation 1:4-18 

The Second Sunday of Easter + April 24, 2022 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 In your life, how different is Sunday from the rest of the days of the week?  

We are blessed if we were raised to treat Sundays as different, to be a day for 

putting on our best and coming to the house of the Lord for Church and 

Sunday School.  One of the things that people who are stuck at home or in the 

nursing homes will tell you is that they miss that weekly routine.  One day is the  

same as the other and they don’t like it!  To be sure, we are not bound by God’s 

Law, such as the Israelites of old were bound to cease work and to gather on the 

seventh day of the week.  We are under the freedom of the Gospel and it is 

acceptable to gather on some other day of the week, especially if your calling 

puts you on the job serving others on Sunday.  What God does require is that 

we hold His word sacred and gladly hear and learn it (Small Catechism, Third 

Commandment).  He calls us to gather not only for our own benefit, but also for 

the benefit of our brothers and sisters in the faith, to encourage each other, and 

all the more as we wait for the day of Jesus’ appearing (Hebrews 10:25).  When 

you are in grade school you probably didn’t have a choice about getting up and 

going and to church and Sunday School.  Our prayer for you 8th graders, about 

to graduate from Lutheran School, is that God’s Holy Spirit would work in you 

so that when it is up to you, you would gladly get up on Sunday and come to 

church and Bible Class.   

 Since the very first years after Jesus rose from the dead, it has been the 

custom of the Christian church to gather on the first day of the week, since that 

is the day on which Christ rose again from the dead.  Each Sunday is a weekly 

celebration of that victory that happened on that first day of the week.  There 

have been many thousands of Sunday celebrations since that Sunday evening 

when ten of the apostles saw the Lord.  Jesus gave convincing proofs that He 

was alive.  He breathed on them; He ate with them.  He said, “See my hands 

and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have 

flesh and bones as you see that I have” (Luke 24:39).  Thomas wasn’t there and 

didn’t believe the other ten disciples when they told him, “We have seen the 



Page 2 
 

Lord” (John 20:25).  Today we mark the occasion, again on a Sunday, when 

Thomas had the opportunity to put his finger into Jesus’ nail marks and to put 

his hand into Jesus side.  All the while another of Jesus’ disciples, John, is 

noting carefully all that is happening.  He hears and remembers the words of 

Jesus, “Blessed are those who have not seen, and yet have believed” (John 

20:29).  Years later John, guided by the Holy Spirit, writes it all down for us 

that we all might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing we might have life in His name. 

 Sunday was important to this John even in his old age.  This John was 

banished to the Island of Patmos for a time, exiled there “on account of the 

word of God and the testimony of Jesus” (v.9).  Jesus had warned His disciples 

about the persecution that would come, and John had seen a lot of it in his long 

lifetime.  As far as we can tell, by this time all the rest of the apostles have left 

this world, each one killed for their testimony that Jesus was the Son of God 

who was crucified for the sins of the world and rose again bodily from the 

grave.  As the persecutions grew more severe, the Lord Jesus had compassion 

on His church and appeared to John on that island—on “the Lord’s day,” that 

is Sunday—and shows him many things in a series of visions, and commissions 

him to write it all down and send it to the seven churches of Asia Minor 

(modern-day Turkey) to strengthen them in their faith during the persecution.  

In this section we are introduced to the Son of Man in Glory.  First (1), let us 

look at His appearance.  Second (2), notice His titles.  Third (3), let us look at 

His words. 

—  I  — 

 As to His appearance, John records the following:  “Then I turned to see 

the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden 

lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed 

with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest.  The hairs of his head 

were white like wool, as white as snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, his feet 

were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, … and his face was like the 

sun shining in full strength” (vv. 12-16).  The kind of long robe that is described 

here is like the robe of the High Priest in the Old Testament.  By appearing this 

way Jesus reminds us that in His glory He is still our Great High Priest, 
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standing in the presence of His Father on our behalf to make intercession for 

us.  His white hair reminds us of the vision Daniel saw of God the Father, the 

Ancient of Days, and speaks of His purity and holiness.  His eyes of fire tell us 

that He is the all-seeing Judge; nothing escapes His notice.  Jesus’ face is “like 

the sun shining in full strength” (v. 16).  This must have reminded John of 

Jesus’ appearance on the Mount of Transfiguration. 

 All in all, the appearance of Jesus was overwhelming to John.  “When I 

saw Him, I fell at His feet as though dead” (v.17).  Take careful note, dear 

brothers and sisters!  John was probably the human being to which Jesus was 

the closest when He walked visibly on this earth; John was one of the three in 

the inner-circle of the disciples.  This is the one who took Jesus’ mother into his 

home and treated her as his own mother.  This is the one who was closest to 

Jesus at the Last Supper (John 13:23).  Yet, when Jesus appears to Him in 

glory, John is scared as though dead.  Jesus is not described here as our buddy; 

He is not our tag-along so we can go and do what we want and simply turn to 

Him when we get ourselves into trouble.  As someone has pointed out, when did 

the disciples ever call Him “Jesus”?  They called Him, “Master” or “Lord” or 

“Teacher” or “Rabbi”—and that was before He was glorified.  How much more 

shouldn’t we come before Him with fear and trembling?  If we think we can be 

our own boss and simply have Jesus do what we want, we are on the wrong 

track.  We are not worshiping the Son of Man as described here in His glory.  

 And yet, note where Jesus is positioned:  He is among the seven 

lampstands.  In the verses right after the text it explains that the seven 

lampstands are the seven churches.  Christ has not deserted His church.  He is 

not absent from them.  He is right there with them, and the seven stars in His 

hand are the seven angels of the seven churches.  He is here for us! 

—  II  — 

 Now let us hear the titles by which Jesus is described:  He is, first of all, 

“the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth” 

(v.5).  Christ is the faithful witness because He revealed the Father to us.  He 

has made known to sinful man the true God whom no one has seen (John 1:18).  

When He was put under oath during His trial, He did not fail, but gave the 

good testimony as to who He is.  “ ‘Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?’ 
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And Jesus said, ‘I am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand 

of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven’” (Mark 14:61-62).  Jesus calls 

us to be faithful witnesses as well, to speak freely of who He is and what He has 

done for us even if it means persecution in one form another.   

 Jesus is called “the firstborn from the dead.”  He came alive from the 

grave, never to die again, but He is just the first.  When He returns, all who 

have called upon His name will be raised imperishable and incorruptible.   

 Jesus is called “the ruler of kings on earth” (v.5).  We may get 

discouraged at the leaders or possible leaders in earthly government.  The Lord 

Jesus is the ruler over them all.  Scripture promises that he fills all things and 

that He rules over all things for the benefit of His church (Ephesians 1). 

 In His greeting to the seven churches John also refers to Christ this way:   

“To Him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us 

a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever 

and ever. Amen” (vv.5-6).  Jesus has loved us, loved us even to the point of His 

horrible death on the cross.  That was His love for you at work.  Jesus has freed 

us from our sins by His blood.  His precious blood was the redemption price 

that has set us free from the punishment our sins deserved.  We are free to 

serve Him now without fear, forgiven and cleansed before Him, part of His 

bride the Church, presented to Him without any spot or wrinkle or any such 

thing.  We are a kingdom, His kingdom, a kingdom made up of priests, each of 

whom has the authority to speak directly to God the Father in His name, each 

of whom may offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and praise to Him who loved us.   

—  III  — 

 Finally, we come to the words that the Son of Man speaks.  His words are 

not to be taken lightly.  His voice, after all, is like a trumpet (v.10), and like the 

roar of many rushing waters (v.15).  Also, there is pictured a sharp two-edged 

sword coming from His mouth (v.16).  This points to the power of His word.  

His word accomplishes things.  It kills and brings to life, just like when Jesus 

was visible on earth and brought sinners to repentance and raised the dead.   

 The first thing He tells John is to write down what he sees and send it to 

the churches.  This Lord and Savior communicates with His church.  He makes 

Himself known.  This is what you do when you love someone.  You make 
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yourself known, you speak to them.  The Gospel words recorded in the 

Scriptures that Jesus has communicated to His church are His love letters to 

His dear people.  Like a partner who is not able to be present, Jesus, the 

Bridegroom of the church, keeps speaking to us through His word so that we 

will not doubt His love toward us.  That is what we are all about every Sunday:  

reading and talking about His love letters to His bride, His bride who is waiting 

for that day when He returns and we will see Him coming on the clouds (v.7). 

 Toward the end of the text John says, “When I saw Him, I fell at His feet 

as though dead.  But He laid His right hand on me, saying, ‘Fear not, I am the 

first and the last, and the living one’” (vv.17-18).  Yes, the appearance of Jesus 

is scary.  Do not think you can come to Him on your own terms.  Do not think 

that He will accept you without repenting of your sins and turning away from 

the rebellion in your heart.  But to those with genuinely repentant hearts, He 

puts His right hand gently on you and says, “Fear not.” 

 He goes on to explain that He is the first and the last, literally the alpha 

and omega, (the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet).  Before time began 

He was the Son of God, begotten from the Father from all eternity.  He is the 

same yesterday and today and forever.  He can keep His promises because 

though times and conditions and earthly rulers and customs change, He never 

changes.  Jesus is the living one:  “I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, 

and I have the keys of Death and Hades [that is, the grave]” (v.18).  Death has 

no more dominion over Him.  He has the power of an indestructible life.  

Forevermore He lives to intercede for us.  What do you do to make a door lock 

securely?  You have a good lock installed with one of those pistons that goes 

securely into the doorframe.  You may add other multiple locks and finally may 

even put a bar across the door.  Jesus has the keys of death and the grave, yes, 

hell itself.  All who call on His name in faith will find that door locked tightly 

and securely.  The way to eternal life with Christ in heaven, however, is open 

wide!  He who believes enters in and is safe. 

 Dear friends, may we, when Sunday comes around, come into His house 

and let the Savior in glory speak to us!  He is not be trifled with, but He is here 

for us, speaking to us in love.  Amen. 
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