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“Why Do You Seek the Living among the Dead?” 

Luke 24:1-12 

The Resurrection of Our Lord +April 17, 2022 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 Some things just don’t fit.  We know enough where to look for certain 

things and where we will not be able to find them.  You will not find fresh 

produce at a bowling alley.  New toothbrushes are not sold at a movie theater.  

You can’t buy a dress or suit at an auto parts store.  And you surely won’t find 

someone who is alive in a grave!   

That is the message the women heard when they came early that Sunday 

morning to the tomb where Jesus of Nazareth had been buried on Friday.  Two 

human-shaped figures were waiting for the women at the tomb, but they were 

not ordinary humans.  Their clothing was shining like lightning.  They told 

them:  “Why do you seek the living among the dead?  He is not here, but has 

risen.  Remember how He told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the son of 

Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the 

third day rise” (vv.5-7).   

The angels seemed to be saying:  “This is no place to look for Jesus.  Don’t 

you remember what He said?  He said before He ever got here to Jerusalem 

that He would be killed but that He would rise again on the third day.  You 

won’t find Him here.”  Well, we can certainly understand the women.  They 

had seen the dead body of the Lord Jesus.  They had carefully watched when 

they placed His body in the tomb.  They knew He was dead and their common 

experience told them that once you die, that was it!  And yet, Jesus was not to 

be found there!  The grave was empty! 

There’s another reason for not being too hard on the women:  we often 

act the same way on a daily basis!  The way we live our lives, no doubt if the 

angels watching us would talk, they would say:  “Why do you seek the living 

among the dead?”  What do we mean by that?  I mean that all too often we live 

our lives as though the Lord Jesus were dead in a tomb somewhere, instead of 

our living and triumphant Savior who is with us always, living and reigning to 

all eternity.  This morning the question of the angels comes to each of us:  “Why 

do you seek the living among the dead?” 
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-- I – 

 First of all, why do we live our lives full of confusion and doubt?  We 

read:  “But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, 

taking the spices they had prepared.  And they found the stone rolled away 

from the tomb, but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord 

Jesus.  While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in 

dazzling apparel” (vv.1-4).  Later on, we read that Peter runs to the tomb, 

bends down, and sees the linen cloths by themselves and went home marveling 

at what had happened (v.12).  Later, Jesus appeared especially to Peter (1 

Corinthians 15:5), to the women (Matthew 28:9-10), to Cleopas and his 

companion on the way to the village of Emmaus, to the ten disciples locked 

away in the upper room.  Time and again, over the period of forty days, He 

appeared to them, gave many convincing proofs that He was alive, and taught 

them of the kingdom of God (Acts 1:3).  He dispelled all their doubts and soon 

they began boldly to proclaim the Good News of Jesus’ death and resurrection 

to the very people who had put Jesus to death, the very people of whom they 

had previously been afraid.  There was no confusion whatsoever.  They staked 

their lives on the fact that “there is salvation in no one else [besides Jesus], for 

there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be 

saved” (Acts 4:12).  

 Consider how wonderfully the Good News of the bodily resurrection of 

Jesus Christ has been confirmed to us.  For one thing, we have four separate 

accounts of the resurrection.  Some people are bothered by the fact that each of 

the four Gospels differ in some of the details.   For example, in Matthew and 

Mark it just mentions one angel speaking to the women, but in Luke it 

mentions two.  (Matthew and Mark were just referring to the one that spoke—

perhaps the other stood in the background.)  Three of the Gospels speak of the 

women going to the tomb very early, while it was still dark; but Mark says it 

was “at the rising of the sun.”  (No doubt they left their homes while it was still 

dark and arrived at the tomb as the sun was coming up.)  Rather than 

bothering us, those little details give us cause for rejoicing:  they tell us that—to 

use a word in the news this week—there was no collusion between the Gospel 

writers.  They did not go off into a corner somewhere to get their stories 
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straight; they each relate what was memorable.  I experienced this personally 

after the tornado.  A couple of days after it hit, while everyone else was busy 

cleaning up, I went looking to find all the people who had suffered loss, starting 

where the storm first touched down and working my way along the path of the 

storm.  In the process I heard many tornado stories.  It amazed me how 

differently people described the storm.  Sometimes I scratched my head; were 

they each describing the same storm?  But I am sure nobody was lying to me; 

they each simply heard and saw different things, and different details stuck in 

their minds even as the storm changed and morphed along the way.  They all 

agreed on the central facts:  a destructive tornado killed two people and 

destroyed a lot of property in its path.  So also, the evangelists all agree most 

emphatically:  on the third day after His death Jesus Christ came alive again. 

 Rejoice in the ways of the Lord in that the women were the first witnesses 

of the empty tomb and the first ones to whom Christ appeared.  In the ancient 

world, women were very much second-rate citizens.  In a court of law their 

testimony was not considered admissible.  They were considered too hysterical 

and their word untrustworthy.  Therefore, if the disciples were going to steal 

the body of Jesus and fabricate a story about Him rising from the dead, they 

most certainly would have told the story with themselves as the first witnesses.  

But here we find that the women keep telling the disciples what the angel said, 

and still they do not believe.  And then there is the fact that Jesus’ body was in 

the custody of his enemies, the very people who would have produced that 

body, if they could have, just to keep people from spreading the word that Jesus 

rose from the dead.  Friends, if you doubt me, make a historical study of the 

evidence, and see if you don’t agree that we can be sure that Jesus did rise 

bodily from the grave!   

 So why do we so often wallow in uncertainty, confusion, and doubt?  Do 

we still seek the living among the dead?  Why do we act as though we do not 

know which religion is the right one?  Has any other leader of any other 

religion come back from the dead?  Why do we act as though Jesus of Nazareth 

is just one of any number of religious leaders from which we can choose?  It is 

sad to hear parents say:  “I can’t be certain what sort of religion to follow so 

I’m not going to raise my children in any particular religion.  I want them to 
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grow up first and then be able to choose for themselves what religion they want 

to be.”  That may sound like a thoughtful and enlightened approach that 

protects the rights of children.  However, it really doesn’t make sense.  To raise 

the children that way is already to raise your children in a Christ-less religion, 

a religion where you yourself choose the teachings and the practices which are 

to be followed.  Why do we live as though Christ had not been raised?  Why is 

there confusion and uncertainty?  Don’t you see?  The resurrection of Jesus 

from the dead validates all His teachings!  He said He would die and rise again; 

it happened just as He said.  “Remember how He told you…..”  The 

resurrection of Jesus is “according to the Scriptures”—that is, it fulfills all the 

promises of the Old Testament.  God’s Son “was declared to be the Son of God 

in power according to the Spirit of holiness by His resurrection from the dead” 

(Romans 1:4).  There is no other religion on the face of the earth that would 

dare to make such claims about its leader.  There is no other religion that truly 

teaches the way to God besides Christianity, the religion of Jesus Christ. 

-- II – 

Why do you seek the living among the dead?  Why do we return to the 

ways of death and darkness, when we have been raised with Christ?  Jesus said 

that He came to bring us life, abundant life (John 10:10), so why do we seek to 

fulfill our lives with the things that reek of death?  One time the Apostle Paul 

talked about those who rejected the life of a faithful Christian and instead gave 

themselves over to pleasures.  He said that they are dead even while they live (1 

Timothy 5:6).  There are things that are commonly done around us in society, 

things that are against the Ten Commandments of God, that are widely 

accepted by many of the people around us, but in God’s eyes these things reek 

of death.  We live as though Christ has not been raised, as though we are still in 

our sins.  Consider these powerful words:  “Do you not know that all of us who 

have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?  We were 

buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 

newness of life” (Romans 6:3-4).  Each day, living as resurrection people, the 

Old Man in us is to be drowned and die and the new man is to come forth and 

emerge to live before God in righteousness and holiness.  When we were 
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baptized in the Christ, we were connected to His death and resurrection so that 

each day we are to live in newness of life.  

In the Book of Revelation we find the Lord Jesus scolding one of the 

churches with these words:  “I know your works.  You have the reputation of 

being alive, but you are dead.  Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is 

about to die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of my God.  

Remember, then, what you receive and heard.  Keep it, and repent” (Revelation 

3:1b-3a).  The real life of a Church comes in the life that the Holy Spirit (the 

Lord and Giver of Life) bestows through the word of the crucified and risen 

Christ.  Through daily repentance He enables us to put behind the dead works 

of the old nature and to live like people who have been raised with Christ.  Why 

do you seek the living among the dead? 

-- III – 

 A lot more could be said about this.  But here is just one more point.  

“Why do you seek the living among the dead?”  Why do we act as though 

Christ had not been raised—by living in sadness?  Have we forgotten that all 

our sins have truly been forgiven by Christ’s death and resurrection?  If He 

had not been raised, then we are still in our sins.  But Christ has been raised 

from the dead.  God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not 

counting men’s trespasses against them.   

 Why do we live as though this life is all there is?  Consider this good news 

of the resurrection:  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  

According to His great mercy, He has caused us to be born again to a living 

hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance 

that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by 

God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be 

revealed in the last time” (1 Peter 1:3-5).   

 The resurrection of Christ from the dead shows that we, too, will rise:  

“But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are 

asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have not hope.  For since we 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 

with Him those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by a word 

from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, 
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will not precede those who have fallen asleep.  For the Lord Himself will 

descend from heaven and with a cry of command, with the voice of an 

archangel and with the sound of the trumpet of God.  And the dead in Christ 

will rise first.  Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together 

with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be 

with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words” (1 

Thessalonians 4:13-18).   

 Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
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