
 “We Wish to See Jesus” 

 John 12:12-24 

A Sermon for Palm Sunday + April 10, 2022 

Dear Christian Friends, 

 Have you ever wished that you could set up a meeting with Jesus--that 

you could go talk to someone with connections and make an appointment and 

get in to see Him?  What would you ask Him?  What would you tell Him?  

Would you want to bring someone with you or would you prefer to talk to Him 

in private?  Are there some questions you would like to ask Jesus, some 

requests to make known to Him?  Maybe some explanations?  What would it 

take to get in to see Jesus?  Compared to getting an appointment to get in to 

the doctor's office or to see the dentist, can you imagine how difficult it would 

be to get in to see Jesus--what with many millions of people also wanting to get 

in? 

 Here in the text we read of some Greeks who came to the disciple Philip 

(who had a Greek name) and said, "Sir, we would like to see Jesus."  In other 

words, "Can you get us an appointment to get in to see the Savior?"  They 

were not born into the people of Israel, but were foreigners who had begun to 

adopt the religion of the true God.  Thus they were coming up to Jerusalem to 

celebrate the festivals of Unleavened Bread and the Passover.  They wanted 

some time to talk with Jesus.  Philip finds Andrew, brother of Simon Peter, 

and together they bring the request to Jesus. 

 Today we pray that each of us would always have the same desire as did 

this Greeks, that we would each say, “I would like to see Jesus.” This morning 

may God bless us as we talk about what it means to see Jesus. 

 The Bible does not tell us whether Jesus met with these folks or not, but 

undoubtedly He did, for Jesus was known to be the friend of sinners.  He 

would eat with and talk to people of all kinds.  He was also known to have 

said, “whoever comes to Me I will never cast out” (John 6:37).  Therefore we 

read of appointments that people made to see Jesus.  A man named 

Nicodemus, a prominent Jewish leader and Pharisee, arranged to see Jesus at 

night, because he didn’t want anyone to know that he went to see Him (John 

3).  Jesus often dined at home with people or even stayed overnight—all kinds 

of people, including Pharisees and tax collectors. Various people came after 
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Jesus to ask for healing for their loved ones or to have Him put His hands 

upon their little ones for a blessing.  Remember how the disciples tried to 

prevent parents from bringing little children to Him?  “When Jesus saw it, he 

was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder 

them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14). 

 We are not told the details of this visit, but we are told how Jesus replied 

to their request to see Him.  He replies with a description of what He came to 

do:  “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly, truly, I say 

to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; 

but if it dies, it bears much fruit” (John 12:23-24).  What does that all mean?   

 “The hour has come,” Jesus said.  The time has come for Him to suffer.  

The time has come for Him to give that great sacrifice, the very purpose for 

which He came to this earth.  He knew what would happen to Him in the next 

few days.  He knew that the shouts of “Hosanna!  Blessed is He who comes in 

the name of the Lord!” would be replaced by cries of “Away with him, away 

with him, crucify him!” (John 19:15).  He knew that instead of palm branches 

for Him there would be a crown of thorns.  The weight of His most holy body, 

instead of resting upon a young donkey, would hang by nails on a cross.  He 

knew the tears of joy on the faces of His disciples would be replaced by 

horrific terror, fear, and anguish.  A little bit later He says, “Now is my soul 

troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this 

purpose I have come to this hour” (John 12:27).     

 Really, Jesus has brought it all about at this time.   He has come to do 

the Father’s will, and no one will stop Him from doing it at just the right time.  

His crucifixion is only five days away. Recall that not long before this, Jesus 

had performed one of His most outstanding miracles:  He had raised Lazarus 

from the dead.  And He did it at the time and place of His own choosing.  He 

did it at the village of Bethany, which was less than two miles from Jerusalem-

-not in some obscure village or way up north like so many of His other 

miracles, but right under the nose of the chief priests and Pharisees who hated 

Him.  It was this miracle that caused them to put their plan to kill Jesus into 

high gear.  He did this miracle just as the Passover Feast was approaching, 
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because this year, and for all times, He Himself was to be the Passover Lamb, 

whose blood would free all believers from death.  This is the Jesus these 

Greeks wanted to see!  Would they still want to see Him on Friday of that 

week--as ugly and horrible as that sight would be? 

 “We wish to see Jesus,” they said.  And we are here today because we, 

too, would like to see Jesus.  But Jesus is telling us that this suffering One is 

who He is.  This is what He came to do.  He is the seed that has to die so that 

others might live.  Indeed, a few days later that kernel of wheat was planted 

in the earth; the Son of God was laid in a tomb.  He had suffered completely 

for all your sins and mine.  But on the third day He arose from that grave in 

triumph.  It is true!  He is risen!  He lives!  There is forgiveness for the 

whole world.  And now, having been raised from the dead, and having 

ascended into heaven, He fills all things and has mandated that the Good News 

of Jesus, crucified and risen again, should be made known to all nations.  

Speaking of His death by crucifixion, Jesus said, “And I, when I am lifted up 

from the earth, will draw all people to myself” (v.32).  When we say, “We 

wish to see Jesus,” may we have the desire to see the crucified Jesus, because 

this is the Jesus that we need.  When we see Jesus this way, then we will enter 

with Him through suffering into glory.   

 So what about our appointment with Jesus?  Wouldn’t it be great if we 

could arrange a field trip, if we could go somewhere, find one of the disciples 

and say, “We wish to see Jesus” and they would say, “Okay, we can get you in 

next Wednesday at 3:00 o’clock.”  It can't be done!  But Jesus has a better 

idea.  We don’t have to take a trip to find Him.  We don’t have to get in line 

or crowd around.  We don’t have to find someone who knows Him and can 

pull a few strings in order to get in.  You see, Jesus keeps coming to us.  

When He ascended into heaven, it was not so that He would be away from His 

people but so that He would fill all things and be present everywhere with His 

saving word and sacraments. 

 Jesus, during the days of the state of humiliation of Christ--when He, 

true man that He was, did not always or fully use His divine powers--during 

those days Christ went about this earth as if He were bound by time and 
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space, just like we are.  Only a few people could talk to Him at a time, and 

only those could see Him who were able to be a part of the audience to which 

He preached.  But now He is in His state of exaltation.  He always and fully 

uses the power that He has as true God.  He fills all things.  In fact, every 

Thursday morning at 8:30 a.m. He has an appointment with us here at the 

Correctional Center, a time when and a place where we can come and see 

Jesus.  Why would we say, “I wish to see Jesus” and then not come to His 

house when He is present to help and save us?  Jesus is present right here as 

we speak His word.  We can’t see His face, but we can hear His words—oh, to 

be sure, His words are spoken by one of your fellow sinners, but they are His 

words nonetheless.  When we receive the Lord’s Supper, we welcome Jesus 

with the same words that the crowds welcomed Him on that Palm Sunday so 

long ago:  “Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He, 

Blessed is He, Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna, 

Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest” (Lutheran Service Book, p. 195).  Just as 

they welcomed Jesus with the palm branches and by putting their garments on 

the ground, so in communion we welcome Jesus in faith.  We say, “We 

welcome You, Lord Jesus, because we need You.  We have sins and death in 

us.  You bring life and forgiveness.”  Christ also comes and is continually 

present among us with His word.  He said, “It is they [the Scriptures] that 

bear witness about me,” John 5:39.   

 

 So may God be with you, not just today, but all the days of your life.  

May God always put this prayer in your heart:  “We wish to see Jesus.”  

Look for Him where He is to be found, in word and sacrament, so that He will 

keep you with Him and at the last day you will see Jesus face to face.  “We 

wish to see Jesus.”  Amen. 
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