
 
 

“Jesus and His Heart for Us” 

Luke 13:31-33 

Second Sunday in Lent + March 13, 2022 

Dear Fellow Redeemed, 

Why did these Pharisees warn Jesus about Herod?  Are they really 

concerned for Jesus’ wellbeing?  We are not told their motives, but it may be 

simply that they want Jesus out of their territory.  Jesus does not chide them for 

their hypocrisy here; it may very well be that Herod wanted to kill Jesus.  In 

Chapter 9 we read that Herod wanted to see Jesus.  Perhaps he was being 

sneaky and wanted to trap Jesus and put Him to death, since He was preaching 

repentance over sin just as John the Baptist.  In the Passion account, Chapter 

23, when Pilate sends Jesus over to Herod for a hearing, it says “When Herod 

saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to see him, because he had 

heard about him, and he was hoping to see some sign done by Him” (v.8).  Of 

course, Jesus does nothing of the sort to put on a show for Herod.  Herod 

responds by mocking Jesus and sending Him back to Pilate, who did condemn 

him. 

So why does Jesus call Herod a fox?  Some say it is because Herod was 

crafty and sneaky like a fox.  Others say it is simply because he is bloodthirsty, 

like a fox.  Foxes are known to prey on pets and small livestock.  Herod 

certainly preyed on the innocent when he arrested John the Baptist and 

eventually had him beheaded.  He was both sneaky and bloodthirsty. 

Here we come to a pattern first seen in Chapter 4.  Remember, Jesus is 

the “Christ” the “Messiah” which means “the anointed One.”  He was anointed 

to be Prophet, Priest, and King.  He is the greatest prophet of Israel ever.  

Remember when Jesus went to His own home town of Nazareth and preached 

in the synagogue there?  He proclaimed how He was anointed by the Holy 

Spirit, sent by God to heal the sick, cast out demons, etc., but then He was 

rejected.  They wanted to throw Him off a cliff!  But it was not the time for 

Jesus to die.  But the pattern for Jesus has been set, a pattern that happened 

with many faithful spokesmen for God in Old Testament times.  This is the 

pattern of the faithful prophet of God.  It has two phases.  First, He teaches the 

word of God, and authenticates it with all sorts of miracles.  Based on the Old 
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Testament prophecy in Isaiah 61, Jesus outlined what He would preach 

throughout His ministry:  Good News to the poor, release to the captives, 

recovery of sight to the blind, freedom to the oppressed, and the acceptable year 

of the Lord.  Jesus tells His audience in Nazareth:  “This Scripture has been 

fulfilled in your ears” (Luke 4:20).  The essence of Jesus’ message is release:  

release from the bondage of sin, sickness, and Satan.  He demonstrates this 

release in the miracles He performs; they testify to that Jesus is, in fact, God in 

the flesh.  Jesus’ words and deeds show that God’s salvation is present and 

active in His ministry to release the creation from its bondage (Just, v. 1, p.185).   

In the second phase, Jesus, like every true prophet is rejected.  It is a 

rejection that leads to death—a death that must take place in Jerusalem.  Up in 

Nazareth they wanted to throw Jesus off a cliff, but Jesus would not let them.  

He simply “walked through their midst”—sounds like He made Himself 

invisible—and went on His way (Luke 4:30).  It was not the place for Him to die 

and it was not the time.  And He was not to die by stoning but by crucifixion, in 

Jerusalem, at the fullness of time.  

Jesus summarizes these two phases here when He says:  “‘Behold, I cast 

out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish 

my course.  Nevertheless, I must go on my way today and tomorrow and the 

day following, for it cannot be that a prophet should perish away from 

Jerusalem’” (vv.32-33).   

Jesus speaks of His mission in terms of days:  “today and tomorrow, and 

the third day…. Today and tomorrow and the day following.”  This tells us that 

the time is drawing near, that there is a plan, and it has a goal:  His crucifixion 

and resurrection just outside Jerusalem on the third day.  This reminds us that 

what happened to Jesus at the end did not catch Jesus by surprise.  His plan did 

not go off the rails when they arrested Him, condemned Him, and put Him to 

death.  No, this was His definite plan and purpose from before the foundation of 

the world.  The wickedness of man could not derail Him.  Just the opposite, 

God used the wickedness of men to bring it all about, though God Himself was 

not responsible for the wickedness.   

We can be sure that God Himself has a plan for our lives, as well, and He 

will not let the wickedness of others or the brokenness of this sinful world derail 
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His plans for you.  In fact, God will use all things to work for your eternal good.  

That is His promise, and we will stick with that, no matter what! 

When Jesus speaks of what must happen, when He says, “It is 

necessary….,” He is often talking about His suffering and death and 

resurrection, about exactly that which He came to accomplish to save the world.  

It is not the necessity of fate, as though events in history have been locked in 

and Jesus has no choice but to have it happen to Him.  No, this is the necessity 

of love, the necessity that, because He loves the world and wants to save sinners, 

these are the things that must happen.  Later, on the road to Emmaus, after He 

rises from the dead, Jesus will explain this necessity to Cleopas and his 

companion:  “ ‘O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 

have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and 

enter into his glory?’ ” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 

interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself” (Luke 

24:25-27, emphasis added).  Man does not want to accept this second phase of 

Jesus’ work.  We just like the first part, the part of freedom and release.  We 

don’t like to see Jesus be rejected and suffer, because we know Jesus also 

warned us that if we are faithful to Him we should expect to be rejected and 

suffer persecution.   

It will not do for Jesus to be put to death anywhere else but Jerusalem.  

Jerusalem is the holy city, the place where God has promised to dwell, the place 

where atonement must take place.  And Jerusalem is the place where Jeremiah 

suffered so much, probably where Isaiah, the great evangelist of the Old 

Testament, was murdered—we believe he is the one in Hebrews 11 who was 

sawn in two (v.37), probably by King Manasseh in his wickedness.  In 2 Kings 

21 we read that he “shed very much innocent blood, till he had filled Jerusalem 

from one end to another” (v.21).  In Luke 11 (v.51) we heard Jesus refer to a 

prophet named Zechariah, who was stoned to death between the altar and the 

sanctuary at the temple, just for bringing the word of the Lord.  You can read 

about that in 2 Chronicles 24 (verse 20-21).  Stephen, the first New Testament 

martyr after Jesus’ ascension, made reference to this when he was on trial.  He 

said:  “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always 

resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you.  Which of the prophets did 
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your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand 

the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and 

murdered, you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 

(Acts 7:51-53).   

Jesus had already tasted this rejection many times, but it would only get 

worse.  And He knows where it will lead.  But Jesus then launches into a 

statement of His great love for Jerusalem, verse 34:  “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 

the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often 

would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under 

her wings, and you were not willing.”   

Jesus dearly loves this wicked city!  He loves everybody in it, including the 

most hateful of His enemies.  When He finally gets to Jerusalem He will weep 

over the city.  In Chapter 19, right after the triumphal entry on Palm Sunday, it 

says:  “And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, saying, 

“Would that you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for 

peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes.  For the days will come upon 

you, when your enemies will set up a barricade around you and surround you 

and hem you in on every side and tear you down to the ground, you and your 

children within you. And they will not leave one stone upon another in you, 

because you did not know the time of your visitation” (vv.41-44).   

Jerusalem!  Jerusalem!  God Himself, in the person of His Son, had 

visited you!  He was right there to save and rescue you, to take you under His 

wing, just as the Psalms promise:   “For he will deliver you from the snare of 

the fowler and from the deadly pestilence.  He will cover you with his 

pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and 

buckler.  You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by 

day, nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes 

at noonday” (Psalm 91:3-6).  Jesus was willing!  He wanted nothing more than 

to provide this kind of protection for all the people of Jerusalem, great and 

small alike.  He has His face set toward Jerusalem to provide just exactly the 

salvation that the people of Jerusalem need.  But the people of Jerusalem were 

unwilling.  They would not; they refused what God offered them.  They were 

stiff-necked and stubborn. 
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This is the way that God deals with people.  He wants them all to come to 

know Him and be saved.  He wants no one excluded.  Jesus came as a Substitute 

for all people of all time.  There is enough pardon, righteousness, and 

forgiveness to cover every sin of every sinner.  But His gifts are to be received 

by faith.  God does not use His mighty power to force people into His family.  If 

they don’t want Him, He will finally let them have what they want.  Damnation 

results from human stubbornness.  It is a mystery clearly taught by Scripture:  

If a person is saved, God gets all the credit; He has done it all.  If a person is 

lost, man must take the blame; it is his stubbornness that has caused it. 

In judgment, Jesus says, “Your house is forsaken.”  God will pull away 

and remove His blessing and protection from them.  Is this Jerusalem or is this 

the temple?  In the end, it will be both.  The rejection of Jesus by the Jewish 

leaders in Jerusalem will lead to the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple by 

the Romans in 70 A.D., about 40 years later.  By the time the temple is 

destroyed, Israel has ceased to be the people of God gathered around His means 

of grace.  The new temple is Christ Himself and all those, both Jews and 

Gentiles, who gather around Jesus and receive grace and mercy through Him, 

they will constitute the new Israel, as we read in the Book of Acts (Just, p.565).   

Jesus makes reference to the famous verse from Psalm 118, the verse the 

crowds will sing as Jesus comes into Jerusalem:  “Blessed is he who comes in 

the name of the Lord!” (v.26).  Yet it was not the Pharisees who would welcome 

Him with that praise, but rather His disciples.  This is Jesus saying that one day 

there would be some Pharisees who would welcome Him as the coming 

Messiah.  Not all would be lost!  Indeed, in Acts 15 it does refer to “some 

believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees”—they believed in Jesus 

the Savior, though they needed correction (Acts 15:5).  And, who could forget 

Saul of Tarsus, the Pharisee who was brought to faith in Christ.  How boldly He 

proclaimed blessed and praised the name of Jesus, the Messiah who came in the 

name of the Lord! 

 

 

 
Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 

division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  


