
 
 

“Jesus, Other People, and Us” 

Luke 6:27-38 

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany + February 20, 2022 

Dear Brothers in Christ, 

 It seems that we have become a society filled with murder and revenge.  

Nowadays it is not enough that murderers kill just one person; it has become 

more and more widespread to shoot multiple people.  Statistics show that in one 

recent year in our country there were 322 incidents in which four or more 

people were shot (Wikipedia, “List of mass shootings in the United States in 

2018” accessed 2-21-19).  That is almost one mass shooting per day!  Authorities 

debate the Second Amendment of the Constitution and the best policies for gun 

control, but what no one seems to be talking about is what is in the heart of the 

people who do these crimes?  How would the Lord have us deal with other 

people who become our personal enemies?  That is the topic of the words of 

Jesus in the text today.  And His words are not just for the criminal types, but 

for every sinner who must deal with other people.  In other words, Jesus is 

speaking to us all.     

---  I  --- 

 Jesus begins by explaining the Golden Rule:  “But I say to you who hear, 

Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, 

pray for those who abuse you. To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the 

other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic 

either.  Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away 

your goods do not demand them back.  And as you wish that others would do to 

you, do so to them” (vv.27-31, emphasis added).   

 Jesus is speaking about people who have become our enemy.  They oppose 

us or hate us or curse us or even abuse us.  They steal from us and may even 

physically assault us.  And what does Jesus tell us to do?  He says to love them, 

bless them, pray for them, turn the other cheek, and be generous to them.  This 

is hard to take!  Who wants to be treated this way?  Who wants to be a doormat 

for others?  Who wants simply to be used by other people?  Is Jesus being 

realistic here?  Who can live this way? 
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 To be sure, Jesus’ ideas here are stated to the extreme.  When He says to 

turn the other cheek He certainly is not legislating for our law enforcement 

system nor is He establishing foreign policy for our nation.  The Church has 

always recognized the right of self-defense, implied when Scripture says, “Love 

your neighbor as yourself.”  He is not advocating that the wife who is being 

assaulted by her husband should just let him continue to beat her.  Nor should 

we stand by and do nothing to help her.  Jesus is not advising the loan officer at 

the bank to give away other people’s money without expecting repayment.  It is 

not the will of the Lord that we stand empty, broke, naked, and totally in need 

ourselves.   Other Scriptures must be taken into account, such as the Book of 

Proverbs and its warnings against co-signing for a stranger.  

 But we can see what Jesus is doing.  He is jolting us out of our 

conventional ways of thinking.  “His words are to reform our instincts, our 

quick reactions, our unwillingness to sacrifice” (Jeffrey A. Gibbs in the 

Concordia Commentary Series, Matthew 1:1 – 11:1, pp. 302-303).  His words are 

spoken in such a striking manner that we will not carry out our first instincts 

when someone wrongs us, we will not immediately respond in kind when 

someone does us dirty, but we will step back and think, ‘How can I demonstrate 

the love of  God to this person who has hurt me?  How can I help bear their 

burdens?  How can I respond in a Christ-like way in order to win them over?  

How can I demonstrate that I am a child of the heavenly Father?’”   

 Jesus sums up these relationship issues with what has been called the 

“Golden Rule”:  “And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them” 

(v.31).  Notice, Jesus does not say, “Do to others as they have done to you.”  No, 

He says, “Do to others as you wish that others would do to you.”  What is your 

desire for your own treatment from others?  When wondering how to deal with 

other people or how to respond to them, these words from Jesus clear up a lot 

of fog and will instruct you what course to take.  Just ask yourself, “If I were in 

that situation, how would I want to be treated?” 

---  II  --- 

 Jesus goes on to give us the basis for this loving treatment of people who 

oppose us:  “If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For 

even sinners love those who love them.  And if you do good to those who do 
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good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.  And if 

you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? 

Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount.  But love your 

enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward 

will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the 

ungrateful and the evil.  Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful” (vv.32-

36).   

 Remember, even as we deal with other people, our heavenly Father is 

dealing with us.  And how does He deal with us?  He deals with us in mercy.  

Elsewhere Jesus reminds us of our heavenly Father’s kindness to all people, 

even the people who may be viciously opposing Him.  He said, “He makes His 

sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the 

unjust” (Matthew 5:45).  I’m not sure I have ever met a farmer who is an 

atheist, but if there are any, you can be sure that God is causing the rain and 

sunshine to benefit him just as much as it benefits his Christian neighbor.  The 

Small Catechism reminds us that He gives daily bread to all people, even evil 

people (4th Petition of the Lord’s Prayer).   

 Above all, when you think of how to treat other people, remember what 

God has done for you in Jesus Christ.  “God shows his love for us in that while 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Since, therefore, we have now been 

justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of 

God.  For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of 

his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life” 

(Romans 5:8-10).  God did not wait until the human race became friendly 

toward Him and then send His Son; no, if God had done that the Savior would 

never have come.  God’s heart went out to the whole world full of His enemies.  

He felt compassion in His heart and went to work and gave up everything to 

save that world.  Christ fulfilled the Law for us, suffered hell for our sins, and 

rose again in triumph.  

 In view of the life and death and resurrection of His Son Jesus Christ, 

God has adopted us as His children.  “But when the fullness of time had come, 

God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those 

who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.  And 
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because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 

‘Abba! Father!’  So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an 

heir through God” (Galatians 4:4-7).  As God’s children, we have an eternal 

inheritance!  We will never be at a loss with Him.  We are His kids!  Even if we 

suffer loss here, He will certainly make it up to us, if not in this life, then in the 

next.  “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be 

called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know 

us is that it did not know him.  Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what 

we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be 

like him, because we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:1-2).   

 When you are considering to whom you should be kind, don’t consider 

what they have done to you.  Rather, consider what your Father in heaven does 

for everybody.  He is good and gracious to all.  We have heard the expression, 

“The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree.”  In other words, children grow up to 

be like their parents.  Or when a boy resembles his dad we would say, “He is a 

chip off the old block.”  When we love unconditionally, when we pay back evil 

with good, then we are “chips off the old block.” 

 God the Holy Spirit is going to work on us each day, renewing us in the 

image of our Creator, re-making us into what God intends human beings to be.  

He is re-creating our hearts and minds so that we can begin to think about 

people and relationships with the mind of Christ.  When someone does us dirty 

or begs for money, we are filled with mercy and compassion rather than a 

desire for revenge.  We begin to remember the instructions elsewhere:  “Repay 

no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.  

If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.  Beloved, never 

avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance 

is mine, I will repay, says the Lord” (Romans 12:17-19).   

 That brings us to the concluding words of Jesus about dealing with other 

people:  “Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not 

be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to 

you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put 

into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you” 

(vv. 37-38).  When Jesus says, “Judge not” He is not cancelling out other 
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Scriptures that urge us warn our brothers and sisters in the faith when they are 

caught up in sin.  He is not cancelling out the preaching of His Law and 

judgment.  He is telling us to deal with people in that generous and thoughtful 

mindset that we have from our heavenly Father.   

 Let us close with this wonderful verse:  “Give, and it will be given to you. 

Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into 

your lap” (v. 38).  By being generous to other people in need, by giving 

generously to the mission of the Lord and His church, you might think that you 

will make yourself broke.  You might believe that you will bring yourself into 

hardship.  Hardly!  Has that ever happened?  God is watching over you!  God is 

caring for you!  “Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, 

will be put into your lap.”  Just imagine we are sitting with a bushel basket on 

our lap and God is pouring gifts into it.  We have to say, “Just a minute!  I have 

got to shake this down some more.”  We shake it down and make room for 

more and the blessings keep coming.  It overflows and the blessings still keep 

coming.  That is how our Father in heaven deals with us, His dear children, who 

give generously.  We can afford to be generous to others, after all, our Father is 

rich!  He has unlimited resources! He has lots of money in the bank—no, He 

owns the bank! 

 May God bless us with a heart like His as we deal with other people, even 

those who oppose us.  Amen. 
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