
 
 

“Woe and Blessing” 

Luke 6:17-26 

Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany + February 13, 2022 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 Isn’t it amazing in life when the tables are turned?  Everybody likes to 

root for the underdog.  We pull for the team that everybody sees as “losers,” a 

team that has been mocked and despised--what a joyful victory it is when they 

beat the favorites.  The papers call it “an upset.”  The tables are turned.  We 

pull for the guy who is just starting his own business in his garage and he gets 

the big contract instead of the large established company.  We cheer on the 

single Mom who takes on the establishment.  We root for the scrawny little kid 

who has been picked on by his classmates and cheer when he somehow comes 

out on top of the class bully.  The first becomes last and the last first and people 

look on in wonder and say:  “Who would have thought it could turn out this 

way!” 

 In the text today the “turning of the tables” is expressed in a pair of 

opposite words:  “Blessed” and “Woe.”  Another way of saying it would be, “O, 

the happiness of…!”  and the opposite, “How terrible it will be for….”  Jesus 

came to turn the tables.  He promises that the first will be last and the last first.  

In Him the lost are found, the dead are raised, the servant becomes master.  In 

these beatitudes we see how Jesus turns the tables.  What a change He makes 

from the way things are now to things as they will be; things hidden now which 

later will be made plain.  We see this turning of the tables in four areas of our 

lives:  (1) wealth, (2) nourishment, (3) emotional well-being (4), social standing.   

---  I  --- 

 The first is the matter of wealth.  The appearance is that the wealthy are 

the people who are happy and blessed.  How comfortable they seem to be 

wherever they go and whatever they do.  The poor, however, seem to be the 

ones who have woe.  Think of people who must work and stress and break their 

backs just to scrape together something to eat for their loved ones.  There is no 

comfort for them.  They have no luxuries, no medical care, no pension plan, no 

social security, no one to speak up for them in the courts.  The appearance of 

things is this:  Blessed are you who are rich, and woe to you who are poor. 
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 But that is exactly the opposite of what Jesus says--Jesus, the Author of 

truth, the One and Only Teacher who never misled anyone.  He says:  “Blessed 

are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God” (v.20) and “But woe to 

you who are rich, for you have received your consolation” (v.24).  Another way 

of saying it is:  “What happiness there is for you who are poor, for the kingdom 

of God is yours!”   “But, oh, the sorrows that await the rich” (Living Bible).  To 

help us learn this, understand that “poor” and “rich” speak about much more 

than just monetary worth.  A parallel passage explains:  “Blessed are the poor 

in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3, emphasis added).  

To be “poor” in spirit means that we admit our sins and our lack of 

righteousness; it means that we come before God as beggars, knowing that we 

are broke and lack anything good to bring before Him, but with our hands 

open, ready to receive His free gifts.  It means that when we come before God 

we confess that we are indeed “poor, miserable sinners” who indeed deserve 

“nothing but punishment.”  If God were to repay us the wages we deserved, we 

would receive only eternal death in hell. 

 But if we confess our utter spiritual bankruptcy, our complete lack of 

anything that could buy God’s favor, and instead put our trust in the works of 

Jesus Christ on our behalf, then we have the kingdom  of heaven.  This reality is 

expressed in the present tense; it is true here and now, even if it cannot be seen 

by others:  “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.”   

To us poor miserable sinners belong all the treasures of the kingdom of God.  

The righteousness of Christ counts as ours.  Before God in heaven it is just as 

though the good deeds of Christ were done by us.  We will be rewarded for His 

works.  The value of His holy, precious blood, poured out on the cross, has 

accrued to us.  “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 

he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might 

become rich” (2 Cor. 8:9).  The kingdom of heaven is ours.  We are described in 

Holy Scripture as kings and priests, a royal precious people, purchased for God 

Himself by the infinite price of the life of His one and only Son.  That is the 

reality for everyone in Christ:  “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the 

kingdom of God.” 

 



Page 3 
 

---  II  --- 

 The second matter for our consideration is the matter of nourishment.  

Here, too, Jesus turns the tables!  For now, it seems that those who are well-fed 

are satisfied and happy now, while those who hunger have misery and woe.  But 

listen to Jesus:  “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be 

satisfied” (v.21) and “Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry” (v. 

25).  But the time is coming when the hungry will be satisfied and those who are 

now well fed will go hungry.  Here again, there is more than meets the eye.  To 

be hungry is not just to be in need of food, but to have a yearning, a desire.  

Consider these words from psalm 84:  “How lovely is your dwelling place, O 

Lord of hosts!  My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart 

and flesh sing for joy to the living God” (Psalm 84:1-2).  Then consider these 

words from John Chapter Six, the great chapter about Jesus the Bread of Life:  

“I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever 

believes in me shall never thirst” (John 6:35).  And again:  “I am the bread of 

life.  Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died.  This is the 

bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die.  I am 

the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he 

will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my 

flesh” (John 6:48-51).  Those who believe in Jesus have their deepest hunger 

and yearning satisfied; even if they lack proper bodily nourishment, they will 

be satisfied in the courts of God’s eternal house.  We don’t see it now, but we 

will see it later.  And it all happens because Jesus allowed the tables to be 

turned on Him.  He gave up everything, humbled Himself even to the point of 

the cross, where He hungered and thirsted and suffered damnation for us, so 

that we might be raised up and eat at the banquet feast of the risen Lord 

forever.   

---  III  --- 

 The third area of our life where Jesus turns the tables is in the area of our 

emotional well-being.  Now it seems to be:   Happy are those who laugh, and 

woe to those who weep.  What could be more obvious!  And yet, this will not 

last.  Jesus says, “Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh” (v.21) 

and “Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep” (v.25).  Those 
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who laugh off the warnings of Christ and His urging to repent--if they continue 

in that attitude--will be eternally cast out of the kingdom into that outer 

darkness where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth.  This is much as James, 

the brother of our Lord writes:  “But [God] gives more grace. Therefore it says, 

‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.’  Submit yourselves 

therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  Draw near to God, 

and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your 

hearts, you double- minded.  Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your 

laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.  Humble yourselves 

before the Lord, and he will exalt you” (James 4:6-10, emphasis added). 

 On the other hand, the people who now mourn will have the last laugh—

they are the ones who will have eternal, heart-felt, genuine laughter--true joy--

that will never end.  When we come before God weeping over our sinful 

condition, mourning over the way the world has rejected the Lord Jesus, 

saddened by unfaithfulness in the Church, then we are ready for a beautiful 

surprise:  The Gospel of Jesus Christ says, “Be of good cheer.  Your sins are 

forgiven!  Rejoice!  You have a place in heaven with your name on it.  You are 

mine forever.”  And that laughter begins even now when the repentant sinner 

rejoices in God’s salvation.  Remember Sarah and Abraham who laughed in 

disbelief at the Lord when He told them Sarah would have a son at the age of 90 

(Genesis 17:17, 18:12).  When the promise came true they laughed with joy and 

faith and named the boy “Isaac” which means “he laughs” (Genesis 21:3).  The 

Children of Israel laughed with joy when they came back from the exile.  

“When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. 

Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy” 

(Psalm 126:1-2).  On the last day that joy will reach its fullness.  That is the 

reality. 

---  IV  --- 

 The fourth matter for our consideration is the matter of our social 

standing.  Now it goes this way:  Blessed, or happy, are you when people speak 

well of you, and woe to you when people hate you, exclude you, insult you, and 

even reject you.  But in Jesus the tables are already turned.  Jesus explains that 

it is the false prophets whom everybody spoke well of.  It was the true prophets 
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of the Lord who were hated, excluded, insulted, and rejected.  That is a great 

truth for all of us, especially those who share the word of God.  We dare not 

measure our God-pleasingness according to how well we are pleasing people.  

The measure of our message is not how many people think we are great stuff, 

but rather how many people speak against us.  That is the reality of the 

situation! 

 

 May God continue to open our eyes to understand how Jesus came to turn 

the tables.  May we look beyond the appearance of things now to see what they 

really are and what they will be for eternity.  May He grant that we would 

always be the poor who possess the kingdom, the hungry who will be satisfied, 

the weeping who will rejoice with laughter, the excluded and despised who 

prove faithful like the true prophets of old.  Amen. 
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