
 
 

“Do Not Be Afraid” 

Luke 5:1-11 

5th Sunday after the Epiphany +  February 6, 2022 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 In 1986, an important discovery was made on the shores of the Sea of 

Galilee, called Gennesaret in our text:  “A severe drought had lowered the level 

of the lake that year, exposing sections of sea bottom that were usually covered 

with water.  The oval outline of a buried boat appeared, and extremely careful 

marine archaeology liberated the craft from its muddy tomb.”  Tests performed 

on the wood dated its construction to the First Century, B.C.  “The boat is 26.5 

feet long, 7.5 feet wide, and 4.5 feet high, with a rounded stern.  Originally, the 

craft had a mast block and a mast, so it could be sailed or rowed, probably with 

two rowers on each side.  The boat was probably used for fishing but could also 

have provided transportation for passengers and freight.  The capacity of the 

boat was about fifteen men.”  (In the Fullness of Time, by Paul L. Maier; San 

Fransico:  HarperCollins, 1991, p. 105.)  We don’t know who the owner of this 

boat was, but in just such a boat that Peter experienced many fearful moments.  

In such a boat he and the other disciples were caught in a dangerous storm.  

While in such a boat Jesus came walking to them on the water in the middle of 

the night.  Out of just such a boat Jesus told Peter to get out and come to Him 

on the water.  But no doubt no moment was more terrifying to Peter than this 

moment described in the text, when Peter and his companions, astonished at the 

miraculous catch of fish enough to sink two such boats, realized he was 

standing before the Son of God Himself.  In terror he said, “Depart from me, 

for I am a sinful man, O Lord” (v.8).  To this Jesus responded kindly, “Do not 

be afraid; from now on you will be catching men” (v.10).  This morning we 

would like to concentrate on those beautiful words:  “Do not be afraid.”  May 

God’s Spirit help us as we think on these three points:  (1) Do not be afraid to 

stand before God.  (2) Do not be afraid to speak for God.  (3) Do not be afraid 

to leave everything and follow Him.  Do not be afraid! 

---  I  --- 

 Do not be afraid to stand before the Lord.  What was it that put such fear 

into the heart of Peter?  Put yourself in his place.  He was a fisherman.  He 
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knew the sea, he knew when and where to go fishing.  He knew what a good 

catch was.  If they hadn’t caught anything in the prime locations all night long, 

why should they expect to find something where this Jesus directed them?  

Jesus told Peter:  “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch” 

(v.4).  What did this carpenter know about fishing?  Peter’s attitude changed 

when he saw the catch.  This man was not just a carpenter, not just a preacher 

about God--He was the Son of the Living God Himself, totally set apart in 

pureness and holiness.  He was so totally unlike Peter, that Peter said, “Depart 

from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord” (v.8).   

 How can you and I stand before the Lord?  Sometimes we like to think of 

God as our “buddy.”  We think that He is just like us and we can count on Him 

to be here for us no matter what we think or do or believe.  But consider the 

words of the psalm:  “If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand?” (Psalm 130:3 NIV).  How can we dare to draw near Him in prayer?  

How can we hope to stand before His judgment when we leave this life?  This is 

the God who rained down fire and brimstone upon Sodom and Gomorrah.  He 

sent the Flood that destroyed the world because of man’s evil heart.  “Our God 

is a consuming fire” (Hebrews 12:29).    

 What does the Lord say in response to that?  Just four words:  “Do not be 

afraid.”  This is the word of forgiveness from the mouth of Jesus through the 

Gospel.  It is the word that means “Your sins are forgiven.  By My holy life I 

have provided the righteousness that you need before My Father.  I have taken 

your sin and guilt unto Myself.  I have suffered the hellish anger of God that is 

directed against your sin.  I not count your sins against you; I have also decided 

that I can and will use you for my purposes.  I am alive and will be with you 

forevermore.  Do not be afraid.”  If you have faith in this Jesus, this Savior, you 

have no reason to be afraid to stand before God. 

---  II  --- 

 Do not be afraid to speak for the Lord.  Jesus has given us a word to say.  

We, like Peter with the nets, may wonder what good it may do--but we have 

God’s promise that He will bless it where and when He pleases.  Jesus tells us to 

“Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch” (v.4).  That is to say, 

“Share my word.  Speak it to people as I give you opportunity.”  It is clear from 
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Holy Scripture that this is the responsibility of all Christians, not just called 

workers such as the apostles.  It was the Apostle Peter himself, in his First 

Epistle, who made this clear when the Spirit directed Him to write:  “In your 

hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense 

to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with 

gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are 

slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame”  

(1 Peter 3:15-16).  He also wrote:  “But you are a chosen race, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 

proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 

marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9).  Yes, God has called all Christians to declare His 

praises.  We do it here in worship; we also have opportunity to do it day to day.  

The same Lord who brought all those fish into the nets of Peter will bless His 

word that we speak where and when He pleases.   

 Do not be afraid when you open your mouth to share the Good News of 

Jesus.  If we are following His instructions, it will bring in the catch that He has 

prepared for us—not necessarily a catch large enough to sink the boat, but a 

“catch” of his own choosing.  It is no secret that we have many of our members 

who have become inactive.  God is calling us to pray for them, to love them, to 

befriend them, and, when the time is right, to speak to them a word of God’s 

love.  We cannot bring them back; only God can do that.  Peter on his own 

caught nothing, but following the instructions of the Lord two boats were filled 

with fish.  If each of us here would “adopt” one or two of these dear brothers 

and sisters in the faith and pray for them and love them in word and deed,  we 

may be surprised how the Spirit of God works in their lives.   

 Notice what Peter says to Jesus:  “Master, we toiled all night and took 

nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets” (v.5).  Who is the Master in 

all of this?  Not us!  We don’t say:  “Lord, Your word is too old-fashioned.  It 

doesn’t work anymore.  I think we ought to come up with some kind of 

gimmick that will bring people into the church.”  That’s like Peter saying, 

“Lord, if I’m going to catch fish, give me some dynamite!  I’ve tried this net 

business all night long and it hasn’t done anything.”  Jesus says, “Let down the 

nets again.”  For us that means:  keep using the word of the Gospel.  Put it out 
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there in front of people.  Share it often.  Go back and forth with it.  Give it time 

to do its work.  The simple word of God and the sacraments are all that we 

need.  The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the power of God for the salvation of 

everyone who believes.   

 Portals of Prayer can be a great tool to help us with this.  We might not be 

good at stringing together a bunch of words to say to someone, but perhaps we 

could tear out a page and give it to someone and say, “This really helped me.  

Maybe it will be a help to you.”  Many Christian people have used one of those 

devotions with their loved ones in the hospital or nursing home.  What a 

wonderful thing when Christian people share God’s word in this way.  In this 

case the Lord’s net is let down to keep believers secure in God’s grace.  God is 

gracious.  He will bless this, just as He blessed the catch of fish.  His own word 

solemnly declares that He will not allow His word to return to Him empty.  Do 

not be afraid to speak for God! 

 The same is true for us as a Congregation.  We support many missions 

and ministries where the nets of the Lord are being let down for a catch.  We 

have Trinity-St. John Lutheran School and Christ Our Rock Lutheran High 

School, for example.  In both schools a number of students come from families 

that do not have a church home.  The Gospel of Jesus is brought to them by 

professionals in an age-appropriate way on a daily basis.  But we become 

afraid, wondering if our Congregation is going to be able to keep it up.  To us 

the Lord Jesus says, “Do not be afraid.”  And we remember the scene when 

Jesus first spoke those words:  two boats filled so full of fish that they are about 

to sink.  That was a miracle that must have spoken deeply to Peter the 

fisherman, assuring him that as he went about the work of sharing the Gospel, 

the Lord was certainly able to provide all that he needed.  Dear friends, in the 

name of this gracious and generous God, do not be afraid! 

---  III  --- 

 Do not be afraid—do not be afraid to leave everything and follow Him.  

The Church today, more than ever, needs men and women who are willing to 

leave home and pursue life as a church worker.  There are a whole bunch 

pastors and teachers from the “baby boomer” generation who are retiring 

every year.  The Church needs both men and women willing to give themselves 
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over to a career as a Christian pastor or teacher or deaconess or director of 

Christian outreach or a minister of music—there are other church careers 

available, as well.  You may say, “I’m afraid!  I’m afraid to get up in front of 

people.  I’m afraid to leave home to go to one of our universities.  I’m afraid I’ll 

get sent somewhere far away from my family.”  Parents may say:  “I’m afraid 

there’s no way we can afford to send you away to school for a church career.  

I’m afraid my son or daughter might not be cut out for that kind of work.”  In 

answer to those fears Jesus says, “Do not be afraid.”  And if you find it hard to 

be comforted by these words, just picture those two boats, full of fish, beginning 

to sink.  This same Jesus who filled the boats with fish is certainly able to 

provide all that we need.  He equips those He calls.  He brings people alongside 

to support and help and partner in a thousand ways.  Sometime later when 

Jesus was teaching the disciples about the dangers of coveting, Peter was 

thinking about this time when he made this career change.  He said, “See, we 

have left everything and followed you.”  Jesus replied, “Truly, I say to you, 

there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or 

children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not receive a 

hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and 

children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life” 

(Mark 10:28-30).   

 Jesus even has an answer to perhaps the greatest fear:  “How can I 

possibly serve the Lord of the universe, the One who is perfect and demands 

perfection?  Who could possibly work for such a boss?”  To that the Lord says, 

“Do not be afraid.  I used Peter the cussing fisherman; I used Paul the violent 

murderer and persecutor of the church; I used Jonah who first ran away from 

Me.  These all and many others I forgave and used.  Yes, I can and will use you, 

too.  Do not be afraid.” 

 Do not be afraid!  (1) Do not be afraid to stand before God.  He has made 

you entirely acceptable to God through His Son Jesus Christ.  (2) Do not be 

afraid to speak for God.  Yes, He will prosper the words you speak in His time 

and in His way.  (3) Do not be afraid to leave everything and follow Him.  He 

will protect you and provide for you and equip you.  Do not be afraid!  Amen. 
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