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“Jesus Blesses Marriage” 

John 2:1-11 

Second Sunday after Epiphany + January 16, 2022 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 Isn’t it amazing all the details the go into planning a wedding!  Even if 

you plan and plan and plan it seems that there is always at least one little thing 

that goes wrong.  Something unexpected happens.  It does make for a good 

story as the years go by!  What a story this bride and groom in Cana of Galilee 

had to tell!  They ran out of wine—something quite embarrassing in that 

culture where hospitality was so important.  What to do?  Mary, the mother of 

our Lord, does what God would have us all do in our time of need:  she told 

Jesus about it.  The miracle that followed is called a “sign” in the text:  “This, 

the first of His signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested His glory. 

And his disciples believed in Him” (v. 11).  These miracles are not done simply 

to amaze people, not simply to help people in need, but especially to carry a 

message:  “This is the Son of God and the Savior of the world!  Put your trust 

in Him!”  This is the Savior who blessed that wedding so long ago; this is the 

Savior who blesses marriage today.  (1) Jesus blesses Marriage by being 

present.  (2) Jesus blesses marriage with abundant gifts.  (3) Jesus blesses 

marriage by giving the best.   

---  I  --- 

 First of all, we see that Jesus blessed marriage by being present with the 

bridal pair.  Some may think it a coincidence or trivial that Jesus first displayed 

His glory at a wedding feast.  No, Jesus undoubtedly did it this way by design.  

He wanted to honor the estate of holy matrimony that He gave to the human 

race.  The introduction to the Rite of Holy Matrimony, which is found in the 

Lutheran Service Book, puts it this way:  “Our Lord blessed and honored 

marriage with His presence and first miracle at Cana in Galilee” (p.275).  Do 

you think this young couple at Cana is the only couple who can say, “Jesus 

attended our wedding; Jesus was there to bless our marriage celebration”?  Of 

course not!  Wherever two or three gather together in Jesus’ name, there He is 

with them.  That is why standing before God’s altar is a wonderful place to get 

married:  it is here that we hear the word of Christ; it is here that we receive 
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His body and blood for the strengthening of our faith; it is here that we have 

been baptized into His name.  And it is not just a one-and-done presence of 

Christ.  When husband and wife are at home get out their Portals of Prayer and 

read the word of God together and pray together for their marriage and for 

their children, Christ is present there with His blessing and strength.  Jesus will 

honor your marriage with His presence if you call on Him in prayer and listen 

to His word.   

 Many young people have a negative view of marriage.  The chief cause of 

this is undoubtedly the poor example set by many in my generation.  They see 

how much misery has been brought into people’s lives—especially the 

children—when married men and women have done things that tore apart the 

marriage covenant.  Therefore more and more have decided that they will not 

get married.  Many would like the benefits and pleasures of a partner, but they 

don’t want the commitment of marriage.  Sad to say, many have found that this 

path also does not lead to a lifetime of happiness and stability—especially when 

children are involved. 

 How much better for bride and groom to enter into marriage with Christ 

Himself blessing their union, and for them daily to seek Christ’s help and 

presence in their home.  You see, marriage problems do not happen because 

marriage is faulty; no, marriage is a perfect and holy gift from the Creator 

given before man and woman ever sinned.  Marriage problems happen because 

the people who enter into marriage are sinners.  The solution to marriage 

problems, therefore, is the Savior from sin, Jesus Christ.  Over the years many 

of the marriages that began at this altar have broken up.  But it is hard to think 

of marriages that have gone bad when both husband and wife were regularly 

hearing the word of God.  Where is the married couple that reads the word of 

God and prays together at home and comes to church together every Sunday 

and then gets a divorce?  I suppose it may happen, but even secular sociologists 

who study marriage will tell you that joint religious involvement is a strong 

indicator of marital stability.    

 Notice the location of the miracle:  Cana in Galilee.  Remember this 

prophecy about the Savior:  “In the former time he brought into contempt the 
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land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made 

glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in 

a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone” (Isaiah 9:1-2).  Now, the 

Light of salvation shines brightly in this dark zone as Jesus displays His glory 

there.  The Savior would like to come into Your home on a daily basis and shine 

His bright light there.  You may have experienced many dark days in your 

home; Jesus is the Light of the world and wants to be present there to forgive 

your sins and help you each day. 

---  II  --- 

 That brings us to the second point:  Jesus blesses marriage by abundantly 

providing for us in our time of need.  Look how He took care of this couple!  

“Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, 

each holding twenty or thirty gallons.  Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars 

with water.’ And they filled them up to the brim.  And he said to them, ‘Now 

draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.’ So they took it” (vv.6-8).  

Something like 150 gallons of wine were provided by the Creator!  That’s about 

800 bottles of wine according to the way wine is sold today.  This is like the 

Feeding of the Five Thousand, only in liquid form.  (Remember, these wedding 

celebrations often lasted for days and involved the whole village.  Often the 

wine was mixed with water so that you could be sure the drinking water was 

safer to drink.)   

 God saw exactly what this couple needed, and He provided.  God knows 

what you need, and He richly and daily provides all that you need for this body 

and life.  And if God provides what we need for our bodily welfare, how much 

more has He provided for our souls!  God is not stingy with His gifts!  God has 

the free gift of forgiveness of sins for you and me and all who have gone against 

His will.  Jesus told His mother “My hour has not yet come” (v. 4).  It reminds 

us of what Jesus said later, when He had come to Jerusalem for His suffering 

and death.  He said, “Now is my soul troubled.  And what shall I say? ‘Father, 

save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour” (John 

12:27).  Jesus did not take the way out of suffering.  He did not turn aside from 

the cross.  When the hour for the suffering came, there was Jesus nailed to the 
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cross just as predicted of Him!  Elsewhere this great sacrifice is described in 

terms of marriage:  “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and 

gave Himself up for her” (Ephesians 5:25).  Such was the abundant love of the 

Savior, the very Creator in human flesh, that He was willing to give it all up so 

that we could be His bride, the church, and be together with Him forever.   

 At the beginning of Jesus’ public earthly ministry we find His mother 

Mary present.  We will not hear of her again in this Book of John until the end 

of Jesus’ public ministry, when He is hanging on the cross.  Then He fulfills all 

the Commandments of God by honoring and caring for His mother in those last 

moments before He died.  He abundantly provides the righteousness that we 

need for standing before God and that also enables us to forgive one another 

when we sin at home.  Listen to these amazing promises for all brands of 

sinners:  “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 

God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor 

adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, 

nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God” 

(1Corinthians 6:9-10).  There are a lot of sins in there that wreck marriage. But 

it goes on:  “And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were 

sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the 

Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-11).  However much our sins have 

overflowed, whatever commandments we have broken, the grace of God is 

abundant to cover them all!   

---  III  --- 

 Finally, note that Jesus blesses marriage by providing the very best.  The 

manager of the wedding feast noticed it right away and commented to the 

bridegroom, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk 

freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until now” (vv.9-

10).   Jesus is here demonstrating that He is the Christ, the Anointed One, the 

Messiah, who was predicted by the prophets:  “On this mountain the Lord of 

hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of 

rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. And he will swallow up on 

this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread 

over all nations. He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe 
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away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from 

all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, ‘Behold, this is 

our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the Lord; we 

have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.’”  (Isaiah 25:6-9)  

Jesus is showing, giving a sign, that He is that long-awaited One who would 

come to roll back the curse of death.  This is the best of gifts that He brings into 

your home—the gift that will last for eternity, even after our earthly unions 

have come to an end. 

 In a few days our nation will mark 49 years since the infamous Supreme 

Court decision legalizing abortion in all 50 states.  More than 50 million pre-

born children in the United States have been killed legally since then.  How 

many of these tragedies could have been avoided if men and women would 

simply have honored marriage as Christ intended!  How much healing can still 

come to our nation when people look to God as the abundant and rich Provider 

of every good thing.  To all who have dishonored marriage in one way or 

another, to all who have been responsible for aborting a baby, we say:  “Look 

at the abundant love of Christ to help us in our time of need!  Receive His full 

and free forgiveness.  Understand by the power of the Holy Spirit that God has 

taken away your guilt through the death and resurrection of His Son.  Know 

that He is eager to assure you of that forgiveness and accept you into His 

family.  He is ready to give you strength to go down a different path in the 

future.  He has a place for you in His eternal banquet feast.”  In Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 
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