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“A Truly Christian Family” Luke 2:40-52 

Second Sunday after Christmas + January 2,  2022 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 It’s still Christmas!  The kids haven’t gone back to school yet.  The 

decorations are still up.  The songs are still in the air.  A few years ago we were 

given a wonderful CD with Christmas songs on it, and one of them was the 

“Wexford Carol,” which begins this way:  “Good people o’er this 

Christmastime / Consider well and bear in mind / What our good God for us 

has done / In sending us His beloved Son.”  That is what we are doing still, 

more than a week after Christmas:  Considering well and bearing in mind what 

our God has done for us in sending us His beloved Son.  Like Mary, we are 

gathering up all the things that were said and done at that time and pondering 

them in our hearts.  This Gospel before us is a wonderful text!   It is an account 

that meets each of us where we are:  in the family.  Each of us grew up as 

children with parents over us, and many of us have been blessed to be parents 

as well.  Isn’t it amazing that God’s Son did not spend just a short time during 

His state of humiliation on earth?  He didn’t come just for a week to suffer and 

die, or just for three years to conduct a public ministry, but He came for a 

whole life-time, beginning as an embryo and then a fetus in the womb of His 

mother.  Then He was a newborn, a toddler, and here we see Him as a pre-teen.  

Consider that God so honored the institution of the family that He caused His 

Son to begin His time on earth living as part of a real family.  This morning we 

would like to consider a truly Christian family.  First, we will consider the 

members of a truly Christian family in their relationship to God and each 

other.  Secondly, we will consider Christ and His relationship to His heavenly 

Father. 

- I – 

 Mary and Joseph are fine examples for Christian parents today.  They 

were well instructed in the laws of the Old Testament and gladly performed the 

duties that are laid out there.  They had Jesus circumcised on the eighth day as 

the Law required—that’s when He was given the name “Jesus.”  When He was 

forty days old they brought Him to the temple to do what the Law required.  

They also were mindful of the requirement that every male was supposed to 
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appear in Jerusalem three times each year for the major festivals 

(Deuteronomy 16:16), one of which was the Passover.  Mary went along, even 

though she was not required to go.  It is plain from the text that this was their 

custom:  “Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the 

Passover” (v.41).   

 This was no easy undertaking!  As the crow flies, Nazareth is more than 

60 miles from Jerusalem.  Transportation on foot up and down the hills must 

have taken several days.  Consider that Joseph would have had to lay his tools 

aside and forego any income for a period of time while they made the trip.  And 

the Law required that no one should appear empty-handed, but each one was to 

bring an offering as he was able (Deuteronomy 16:17).  Surely there were all 

kinds of excuses that Joseph and Mary could have offered as to why they should 

not have to come.  After all, the Son of God lived in their home; they could have 

said to themselves:  we better not let risk such a long trip, lest something 

happen to Him on the way.  But they simply obey.  (You have to love Joseph.  In 

the entire Bible we don’t have recorded a single word that he spoke.  But time 

and again we simply read that he did what the Lord commanded.)  But notice 

also that what Mary and Joseph did, they did together:  they went up to the 

feast together, they searched for Jesus together, they returned to Jerusalem 

together and they are together when they find Jesus.  Jesus is subject to them 

together at Nazareth. 

 What a great example for parents today!  Truly Christian parents are 

concerned, first of all, for their own spiritual welfare, and then along with that, 

for the spiritual welfare of their children.  No excuses!  They first of all 

diligently search the word of God for themselves.  How blessed we are at  

St. John’s that one family among us has given a gift to every other family in our 

church:  that each quarter each family receives Portals of Prayer in the mail.  It 

contains a daily scripture reading and psalm, devotional thoughts and prayers.  

Godly parents remember the blessings of God promised upon the preaching of 

His word, that “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of 

Christ” (Romans 10:17).  Like Mary and Joseph, they are diligent and make 

the sacrifices necessary to see to it that they are in God’s house regularly.  They 

bring their children to Christ through Holy Baptism as soon as possible after 
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the children are born.  As much as possible, they make sacrifices to do the most 

for their children they can in the upbringing of their children in the faith, 

taking advantage of as many of our agencies of Christian education as is 

feasible for them:  Sunday School, Christian Day School, weekday religion 

class, the Lutheran High School, Vacation Bible School.  Our congregation has 

from the very beginning made sacrifices so that all the children of St. John’s 

would have available a Christian Day School education.  In fact, verse 52 of the 

text has often served as a pattern for what we are seeking at TSJ, that under the 

blessing of God, our children will grow “in wisdom and stature and in favor 

with God and man”—intellectually, physically, spiritually, and socially.   

Even the best public schools cannot officially address the spiritual needs of a 

child, but we are blessed in that we have a school where this is done daily.   

 Boys and girls, note the attitude of Jesus!  Mary and Joseph did not have 

to make Him go to Jerusalem.  It is clear that He enjoyed the experience there.  

He wanted to be in the temple “sitting among the teachers, listening to them 

and asking them questions” (v.46).  He was astounded that anyone, even Mary 

and Joseph, would wonder where He would be found:  “Why were you looking 

for Me?  Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” (v.49).  Boys 

and girls, God is calling you to be willing learners of God’s word.  It is the will 

of God that you not complain when mom or dad try to get you up to go to 

Sunday School.  It is God’s will that you work hard studying your memory 

work and doing your worship reports.   

 Notice also how Jesus obeyed His parents:  “And He went down with 

them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them” (v.51).  That means 

that even though He was God and they were just sinful human beings, He 

placed Himself under their authority.  He did what they said.  In a truly 

Christian family, children seek to do this also! 

- II – 

 In all of these discussions, we no doubt have uncovered many sins.  Who 

among us has been the perfect parent?  Who among us has truly loved God 

with all of our heart, soul, and mind?  Who among us has truly done everything 

for our children that we were called to do?  Which of us as children have truly 

obeyed our parents and other authorities in all that we have done?  When we 
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come to that silent part in the beginning of the service, where each of us has the 

opportunity to reflect on our sins, there is surely much here for us to consider.  

 That’s why it is so good, when we think about families, to consider also 

the relationship between Jesus and His heavenly Father.  After all, one of the 

things made plain in this Gospel is that Jesus’ real father is not Joseph, the 

carpenter of Nazareth, but God the Father Almighty.  Mary was thinking of 

Joseph when she said:  “Behold, your father and I have been searching for you 

in great distress” (v.48).  In answer, Jesus refers to God as His Father:  “Did 

you not know that I must be in Father’s house?” (v.49)   His real Father’s house 

was not a home in Nazareth, but the temple in Jerusalem, where God Himself 

had promised to dwell.  Already at this age of twelve, Jesus knew that He was 

the Only-begotten Son of the Father, sent to earth to save humankind. 

 In order to save the human race, Jesus had to take our place in being the 

kind of people God demands that we be.  For that reason He placed Himself 

under the Law of God.  In all of this we see how Jesus kept both “tables” of the 

Law:  both the commandments that tell us to love God with all our heart and to 

love our neighbor as ourselves.  He is our perfect substitute in keeping all God’s 

commands.  He is holding the word of God sacred and gladly hearing and 

learning it, just as the Third Commandment says.  He is honoring His parents 

as the Fourth Commandment says.  And this was just the beginning.  His whole 

life was a life of perfect obedience with regard to every requirement of God—all 

the commandments we have not kept.   

 That obedience of Christ took Him all the way to the cross for us.  In 

Luke’s Gospel, the next time we read of Jesus in Jerusalem at the Passover 

Feast is the time when Christ Himself became the Passover Lamb.  He, the 

Lamb without blemish or defect, completely placed Himself under the will of 

His Father and suffered all things to take away our guilt and punishment.  He 

suffered hellish torment so that we would not have to suffer it.  When the 

Father raised Him from the dead, It was His testimony that this was indeed His 

beloved Son, the One in whom the Father was well-pleased.   

 It is that relationship between Jesus and His heavenly Father that gives 

life and hope for us in our earthly families. Amen. 
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