
 
 

“Words that Will Not Pass Away” 

Mark 13:24-37 

Last Sunday in the Church Year + November 21, 2021 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 Is it possible to believe what anybody says?  Candidates for office make 

many promises about what they will do if elected.  How much of what they 

promised will be accomplished?  How much will be remembered?  Is there 

anyone whose words will never fail?  A company promises to fulfill certain 

obligations as part of a warranty for a certain period of time.  But what 

happens if the company goes bankrupt?  Are there any words that will never 

pass away?  The “full faith and credit” of the United States Government stands 

behind many aspects of our financial system.   But what happens when the 

trillions of dollars worth of debt we are accumulating makes it impossible for 

the government to meet its obligations?  What will become of the promises that 

have been made?  They will pass away.  In 1933 when Adolf Hitler took power 

in Germany he boasted that his “Third Reich” would last a thousand years.  

Thankfully, it ended just twelve years later when he was defeated by the Allies 

at the end of World War II.  Is there anyone whose words will never pass 

away?  The text tells us that there is, and that someone is Jesus.  The text tells 

us that what Jesus has said will not pass away.  Let’s get a simple handle on this 

by speaking, first (1), of His words of warning; and second (2), His words of 

promise.  Not one of them will pass away!   

---  I  --- 

 What are the words of warning in the text?  First there is the warning of 

the coming destruction to creation.  All creation as we know it will go to pieces:  

“But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the 

moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the 

powers in the heavens will be shaken” (vv. 24-25).  What could be more 

permanent than the sun, moon, and stars?  They were put into place on the 

fourth day of Creation to mark signs and seasons, and days and years (Genesis 

1:14).  Well, there won’t be any more signs or seasons or days and years to 

mark; all that will come to an end.  That is how greatly sin has ruined creation!  

God will not even allow it to continue in its present condition.  You can trust 
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this word of Jesus.  He is, after all, the Word of God made flesh, the Word who 

was the Father in the beginning; through Him all things were made (John 1:1-

13).  This word will indeed prove true!  This is what we heard from Isaiah this 

morning:  “The heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a 

garment” (Isaiah 51:6).   

 There is the warning of Christ’s return to judge:  “And then they will see 

the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory” (v. 26).  It is just 

as we confess weekly in the Creed:  “From thence [that is, from the right hand 

of the Father] He will come to judge the living and the dead.”  There will be no 

escaping the judgment; all nations will be gathered before Him (Matthew 

25:32).  “We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ” (2 

Corinthians 5:10).  Even those who were buried at sea – those whose physical 

remains have been lost to us -- will be called forth to stand before Him 

(Revelation 20:13).  This word of warning will not pass away!  What Jesus has 

said here will indeed come true! 

 Consider Jesus’ word of warning that there will always be opposition to 

Him.  “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender 

and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near.  So also, when you see 

these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates.  Truly, I 

say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place” 

(vv. 28-31).     

 Skeptics may protest:  “How can Jesus say, ‘this generation will not pass 

away until all these things take place’ (v. 30) --  many generations have passed 

since Jesus taught these things and here the world continues as it always has.”  

Not true!  Forty years after this teaching the destruction of Jerusalem occurred 

just as Jesus predicted.  Also, when you study the word “generation” as it 

occurs throughout the Bible, you understand that, when it is speaking of an evil 

generation, it often means, not the people who have been born during a certain 

time, but rather a kind of people, the evil kind that reproduces and succeeds 

itself in many physical generations.  For example, Psalm 12 speaks of the 

wicked when it promises “You will guard us from this generation forever” 

(R.C.H. Lenski, Mark, p.363).  We still today have many who, like the Pharisees 

and Sadducees of Jesus’ time, refuse to follow Him as the promised Savior.   
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There are many, many, voices rising up to make fun of claims that Jesus is the 

Christ and that He is the judge and that they will have to stand before Him.  

Don’t let the opposition confuse you; these words of Jesus will not pass away! 

 Consider Jesus’ warning against false teachers:  “But concerning that day 

or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 

the Father” (v.32).  The angels always do the will of their Father in heaven, yet 

the day of Christ’s return is hidden from them.  Christ Himself, during His 

time of humiliation, during which He renounced the use of His divine 

knowledge, was ignorant about the time of His return.  Who are mere men to 

think that they can predict the time of the Lord’s return?  Yet, false teachers 

are continually arising to do that very thing.  Be warned; do not believe them; if 

someone proclaims a date for the end of the world he or she is, by definition, a 

false teacher.  This warning of Jesus will never expire! 

 Jesus also warned us therefore:  “Be on guard, keep awake.  For you do 

not know when the time will come.  It is like a man going on a journey, when he 

leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and 

commands the doorkeeper to stay awake.  Therefore stay awake—for you do 

not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 

midnight, or when the cock crows, or in the morning--lest he come suddenly 

and find you asleep.  And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake” (vv. 32-36).  

To put it in modern terms, it is like a man whose wife traveled to another state 

to care for her sick mother.  When she left she asked her husband to take care 

of the house, to wash the dishes, keep up with the laundry and the cleaning.  

She doesn’t know when she will return but urges him to maintain all these 

things on a daily basis.  When she shows up at the door unexpectedly, may she 

not find the house to be a pigpen!  How is he to conduct himself so that she does 

not come unexpectedly?  He should expect her any time, any day!  Likewise, we 

remember each and every day that it could be the last day:  it could be the Last 

Day for the world or it could be the last day of our own walk on this earth.  

Don’t let Jesus come unexpectedly—keep on expecting Him at any time. 

 Our reading from Jude puts this so well:  “But you, beloved, build 

yourselves up in your most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit; keep yourselves 

in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to 
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eternal life.  And have mercy on those who doubt; save others by snatching 

them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the garment 

stained by the flesh” (Jude 20-23).  How do we “build ourselves up” in our 

“most holy faith”?  How do we “keep [ourselves] in the love of God”?  It is by 

being here where God comes and makes Himself available to us for our blessing 

and salvation.  God’s word will not return to Him empty; it will accomplish the 

purpose for which He sent it (Isaiah 55:10-11).  His word will daily prepare us; 

bringing to light our sin and soothing us with His sweet promises His 

forgiveness and eternal life. 

---  II  --- 

 That brings us to talk Jesus’ words of promise:  they, also, will not pass 

away.  What are the words of promise here?  First, the Son of Man will return 

for us.  When He comes in all His glory, with all His holy angels with Him, then 

He will sit on His glorious throne.  And He will say to us who believe in Him:  

“Come, you who are blessed by My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 

you from the foundation of the world” (Matthew 25:34).  You see, He will judge 

us in view of all the words of God that were spoken by the prophets and 

fulfilled in their time.  Before the world began Christ began to prepare a 

kingdom for us.  In due time all the promises of His first coming came true.  

Not one word of prophecy or promise concerning the Christ and His work was 

forgotten; not one passed away.  He came as the Seed of the woman, the 

offspring of Abraham, of the line of David, in the fullness of time.  He gave sight 

to the blind and opened the ears of the deaf and enabled the lamb man to walk 

and jump and leap for joy.  He placed Himself under His Father’s will and 

command and brought great delight to His Father.  He willingly laid down His 

life on the cross for the sin and guilt of the whole world.  The Father showed 

that He had accepted this offering by raising Christ from the dead.   

 Instead of being afraid of Christ’s return, we can rejoice and look 

forward to His coming, because that is when the rest of the words of Christ will 

come true.  Not one will pass away!  “And then he will send out the angels and 

gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 

heaven” (v. 27).  We will be gathered into His eternal kingdom, into His new 

creation, a real, physical place where we will live with Him in body and soul, 
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without any death or sorrow or pain.  Think of the Garden of Eden before our 

first parents were kicked out of it.  “But according to his promise we are 

waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (2 

Peter 3:13).  This word will not fail! 

 Jesus’ promise to keep us in that faith and life will not fail.  He will keep 

us ready for His return!  Let us close with the word of doxology to our faithful 

God that we heard from Jude today:  “Now to him who is able to keep you from 

stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with 

great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, 

majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever.  Amen” 

(Jude 24-25). 
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