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Printed Sermon for Distribution November 14, 2021 

“Enduring to the End” + Mark 13:1-13 

26th Sunday after Pentecost + November 14, 2021 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 “There will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be 

thrown down” (v.2).  Eight years ago on the 17th, at about 10:30 a.m., we heard 

almost identical words from Luke 21 in the regular Gospel reading.  An hour 

and a half later the tornado struck and, with regard to the west gable of the 

church, there was not left one stone upon another that was not thrown down.  

The organ upstairs was buried under three to four tons of rock.  If you think 

that is a demonstration of destructive power, consider the temple in Jerusalem 

as Jesus and four of His disciples observe it from the Mount of Olives.  That 

temple was one of the marvels of the ancient world.  The temple campus 

consisted of magnificent buildings made up of massive stones.  It was one of 

Herod the Great’s finest projects; the Jews told Jesus that it had taken 46 years 

to build (John 2:20).  The stones were huge, one measuring 37 feet long, 18 feet 

wide, and 12 feet high.  How they ever got that into place is hard to 

comprehend!  Decorated with gold, it was one of the most impressive structures 

in the ancient world.   Herod built it in an attempt to gain favor from the Jews.  

It must have given the impression that it would stand forever.  But how did 

Jesus respond?  He said:  “Do you see these great buildings? There will not be 

left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down” (v.2).  Shocking!  

But it came true.  In 70 A.D. the Romans came in and totally leveled the place.   

 Scripture tells us that “the earth and everything in it will be laid bare” (2 

Peter 3:10, NIV).  That doesn’t sound very promising for us who live in this 

world.  But Jesus says:  “But the one who endures to the end will be saved” 

(v.13).  So how is it that we are going to endure when the great structures 

around us--not to mention the mountains and the oceans and the earth itself-- 

will be dissolved?  This morning we would like to look, first, at the dangers of 

the last times that Jesus describes--the things that could take us down.  

Secondly, we will look at how God enables us to endure. 
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 What are the dangers of the last times?  First the Lord mentions false 

Christs.  “See that no one leads you astray.  Many will come in My name, 

saying, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray.” (vv. 5-6).  The devil is the 

father of lies; his native language is “lying” and he supports and will support 

many who come in the name of Jesus but are not really from Jesus.  This is a 

very sobering warning:  It is not enough that a teacher or preacher mention 

Jesus.  It is not enough that they claim to call on His name.  It is not enough 

that they quote the Bible.  It is not enough that they use traditional symbols like 

the cross and speak using the Biblical terms that we often use.  These may all be 

cover-ups to conceal their false and destructive teachings.  Jesus warned:  “Not 

everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 

the one who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.  On that day many 

will say to Me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and cast out 

demons in Your name, and do many might works in Your name?’  And then 

will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you workers of 

lawlessness’” (Matthew 7:21-23).  This is why we are urged to compare the 

many teachings that are out there with the Bible and reject them if they do not 

faithfully teach salvation by grace for Christ’s sake through faith alone.  Is 

Jesus describing our day?  Most certainly.  

 Jesus goes on to explain the turmoil among the nations:  “And when you 

hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed.  This must take place, but 

the end is not yet.  For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom” (vv.7-8).  Is Jesus describing our day?  Most certainly.  Wars and 

rumors of wars are in the news every day.   

 Then there are so-called “natural” disasters.  We say “so-called” because 

they are not really what God intended in His natural order of things.  They only 

came into the world because sin brought ruin to the good creation.  “There will 

be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines” (v.8).  Several years 

ago when that tsunami hit in Southeast Asia, one of the most amazing things 

was that the people in that region did not even know the word “tsunami.”  You 

see, tsunami is a Japanese word that describes what we used to call “tidal 

waves” in the Pacific Ocean.  But this tsunami happened in the Indian Ocean.  

There had been nothing like it in all their recorded history.  It was caused by an 
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earthquake in a new place.  Jesus tells us ahead of time so that we will not think 

that God has deserted us when these things happen. 

 Then Jesus mentions the trouble of persecution:  “They will deliver you 

over to councils, and you will be beaten in synagogues, and you will stand 

before governors and kings” (v.9).  This happened to these disciples in the early 

days after Jesus’ ascension into heaven and in those first 300 years in the 

Roman empire and at various times and places over the course of the last 2000 

years.  But this, too, has intensified.  The twentieth century was a horrible time 

of persecution for millions of Christians in dozens of countries.  Jesus’ words 

are coming true:  “And brother will deliver brother over to death, and the 

father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to 

death.  And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake” (vv.12-13). 

 What about us?  Christ teaches us that persecution in some form or 

another will also follow all His children.  What Jesus told His disciples when He 

warned them of the sinful world also applies to us:  “If you belonged to the 

world it would love you as its own.  As it is, you do not belong to the world, but 

I have chosen you out of the world.  That is why the world hates you” (John 

15:19).  The Apostle Paul wrote to Timothy:  “Everyone who wants to live a 

godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12).  Therefore, if we 

have never felt any persecution or opposition, it may be that we are not living 

the godly life that Christ intends us to live.  The Lord does not tell us what form 

the persecutions will have, but we can be sure that the more we seek to 

overcome our sinful flesh and live for the Lord Jesus, the more the devil and the 

sinful world will oppose us.  By definition it must be this way.  Some examples 

in our society may be the Christian employee who seeks to confront her corrupt 

boss, the young woman who loses her boyfriend because he will not respect her 

Christian values, the young person who is mocked among his friends because he 

goes to church every Sunday, the young man who is called all sorts of names 

because he separates himself from his so-called friends who are breaking the 

Law.  Christ has served notice.  He has practiced full disclosure.  This is what 

will happen to those who follow Him.  He said:  “If anyone would come after 

Me, He must deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me” (Mark  8:34).  

Being a Christian does not mean freedom from suffering, but rather it places us 
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in the cross-hairs of the devil Himself.  When we were baptized it was as though 

the circles of a target were painted on our backs and now the devil and this 

world have targeted us like no one else.  Thus Jesus teaches us to be on our 

guard, to watch ourselves, to make sure we are ready for the opposition that we 

may have to face.  None of us can say that we have not been warned. 

 Perhaps the greatest danger is ourselves.  When Jesus says, “But be on 

your guard” He is literally saying:  “You, watch yourselves” (v.9).  Jesus knows 

that we each have a sinful nature that, if unstopped, would cause us all to reject 

the mercy and salvation of the Lord.  He knows our tendency to get careless 

and neglectful about the most important things, the word of life and salvation. 

- II - 

 Amid all this turmoil and all these dangers, how can we endure?  How can 

we keep from losing our faith?  Only by the grace of God.  How do we see God's 

grace in this text?  Consider the word “birth pains.”  Jesus describes the 

troubles of the end times as “birth pains”:  “These are but the beginning of the 

birth pains” (Mark 13:8).   Birth pains get worse and worse, more and more 

frequent until the child is born and the pains suddenly cease and are replaced 

by joy.  The pains themselves are bittersweet because although they are terrible 

to endure, they tell us that the end is in sight.  This is the sweet truth about 

these rising troubles around the world:  it means that redemption of our bodies, 

the glorious return of Jesus Christ in victory, is near! 

 Secondly, notice the working of God by which the message of this victory 

is to be proclaimed:  “You will stand before governors and kings for My sake , 

to bear witness before them” (v.9).  God will not allow His word to be quieted.  

The very events that cause suffering for God's faithful people will be used to 

expand the kingdom of God.  These witnesses will continue to tell the Good 

News of Jesus and His complete victory.  Christ won a complete victory by 

standing firm in His mission until it was completed.  He never wavered in doing 

good.  He never departed from the Law that the Father had given to us.  He 

became obedient unto death, even death on a cross.  The great love He 

displayed in this awesome sacrifice has been a magnet for two thousand years, 

drawing countless souls into faith in the Redeemer.  His resurrection on the 

third day guarantees a complete victory for His cause.  Jesus promises that 
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before the end comes, “And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations” 

(v. 10).  Persecution is part of God’s plan to bring the Gospel of salvation to all 

nations--including the enemies of Christ.  Christ uses persecutions to put His 

most faithful witnesses right in the face of His bitterest enemies.  No doubt the 

testimony of Stephen, the first Christian martyr, whose death Paul witnessed, 

was working in the heart and mind of Paul until Jesus appeared to him on the 

road to Damascus.  God wants all people to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of the truth! 

 Also, we have the promise that the Lord will stand by us in the midst of 

the worst of the persecutions and enable us to stand firm.  “And when they 

bring you to trial and deliver you over, do not be anxious beforehand what you 

are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not you who 

speak, but the Holy Spirit” (v.11).  The Spirit of God who has been active in our 

hearts, who prays for us in our weakness, who has often borne testimony to our 

hearts that we are children of God, will give us the words to defend ourselves 

when we face the stiffest opposition. 

 Finally, we have absolute certainty that the victory Christ began will be 

completed in us:  “But the one who endures to the end will be saved” (v.13).  

There is no doubt about this, for it depends entirely on the faithfulness of our 

God, and not on us.  The Lord promises through the Apostle Peter that through 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead we have been born again “to an 

inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 

[us], who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready 

to be revealed in the last time” (1 Peter 1:4-5).  Again, we read:  “And I am sure 

of this, that He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the 

day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).  The Lord Jesus, our Good Shepherd, 

Himself promised:  “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they 

follow Me.  I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will 

snatch them out of My hand.  My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater 

than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.  I and the 

Father are one” (John 10:27-30).  Victory is certain!  In Christ we will stand 

until the end!  Amen. 
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