
 
 

“What Kind of Love!” 

1 John 3:1-3 

All Saints’ Day (Observed) + November 6, 2021 

“To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a 

kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and 

ever. Amen.”  Rev. 1:5-6. 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 There are lots of different ways of talking about love.  You could be eating 

your favorite dish and, full of delight, you say, “I love this!”  There is the love 

between husband and wife, the love that is patterned after Christ’s love for the 

church.  There is the love that we Christians are to have one for the other, and 

the love that we are to show our neighbor.  The word has been twisted into all 

kinds of things, good and bad.  Many talk about the simple physical attraction 

between a man and a woman and call that “love.”   

 So, what kind of love does God have toward us?  When we say “God loves 

us” what do we mean?  God’s love for us is rich and amazing; it cannot be fully 

described in the amount of time we have this morning.  But let us begin to 

unpack God’s love in these three wonderful verses.  As you will see, it leads us 

to replace the question mark with an exclamation point:  “What kind of love?”  

becomes “What kind of love!”     

---  I  --- 

 What kind of love!  God’s love toward us the love of a father toward His 

dear children.  “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should 

be called children of God; and so we are” (v.1).  God’s love is not some sappy 

love, like empty words contrived to sound syrupy sweet.  No, for God, love is an 

action word, a word that was demonstrated with specific acts of kindness and 

mercy toward the fallen children of man.  “God shows his love for us in that 

while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).  “In this the love 

of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, 

so that we might live through him.  In this is love, not that we have loved God 

but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 

4:9-10)  In view of this work of Christ, God caused us to be born again as His 

children.  John wrote about it in the first chapter of his Gospel:  “But to all who 
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did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children 

of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 

man, but of God” (John 1:12-13).  This new birth is the re-birth of Holy 

Baptism, as we read in Galatians 3:  “In Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, 

through faith.  For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 

Christ” (Galatians 3:26-27).   

 Now we are children of God!  Don’t you like to watch parents with their 

children?  Whether you are looking at them in person or seeing pictures, it is 

just great to watch how mom and dad treat those little ones.  You can just see 

the love for the child pouring forth as a mom holds her little one.  Or, I like to 

see a little child in the arms of her dad, maybe a little girl a year or two old.  

She grabs his nose and twists it and turns it.  She would rip it off his face if she 

could.  And what does dad do?  He loves it!  He puts up with it!  Why?  Because 

she is his little princess and he loves her.  He would give up a whole lot more for 

her if he had to.  Friends, this is just a little shadow of the amazing love our 

heavenly Father has for us.  See what kind of love the Father has for us! 

---  II  --- 

 What kind of love!  It is the love that is known in the very core of our 

being.   There is nothing obviously different about us children of God.  We look 

like everybody else.  We have the same struggles as everybody else in this fallen 

human race:  we get sick, we have to get root canals because our teeth die.  We 

have to take new medicine or have the doctor monitor some new condition.  

Our hair falls out.   

 If you doubt that you are a sinner and that you will die, just keep an eye 

on your toes as the years go by.  I look at the toes of my little grandchildren and 

I want to tell you that their toes are perfect:  ten little piggies all lined up in a 

perfect row.   But when you look at your toes, what do you see?  If you are like 

me, it is a good thing we all wear shoes and socks.  If you visit an elderly person 

in the nursing home or the hospital and you happen to see their toes, you will 

probably see some crookedness, some discoloration, maybe even a toe missing.  

It shows that as the years go by our bodies deteriorate.  The eye doctor can 

probably tell you exactly what kind of issues you are going to have with your 

eyes based on your age.  Friends, this is not the way that God originally created 
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the human body.  This is the way that the curse of sin and death and mortality 

has left our bodies.  God allows us to have these reminders so that we will 

consider our mortality, remember that sin in us has caused it,  and welcome the 

Gospel of forgiveness of sin through Jesus when we hear it.  

 All of these things are happening on the outside, but inwardly we know 

who we are.  We know that we are children of God.  “And so we are. The 

reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him” (v.1).  But 

we do know.  We live among people who do not know the Father in heaven who 

created them and wants to have them in His family for eternity.  They do not 

know Him and so they do not know us, and yet we know who we are.  “The 

Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God” 

(Romans 8:16).  What kind of love! 

---  III  --- 

 What kind of love!  God’s love toward us is love such that the best is yet to 

come!  “What we will be has not yet appeared” (v.2).  We do not know yet what 

it will be like when Christ appears.  What will it be like to look back on things 

you have done and not to be able to find any sins?  What will it be like to have a 

heart and a mind that are totally conformed to the will of God?  What will it be 

like to be able to fully live up to the potential that God has in mind for you?  

What will it be like to live in a body that no longer has any trace of sin or death 

or mortality?  What will it be like to live in a place where everyone around you 

bears the image of Christ?  What will it be like to live in a world that has been 

totally re-made, this time without the frustrating curses under which the earth 

now groans?   We do not yet know.  

 Even now, before Christ appears, our loved ones who have died in the 

faith have begun to taste these blessings.  The Scriptures say that they are 

“home” with Christ (2 Corinthians 5:8) “in paradise” (Luke 23:43) which is 

“far better” (Philippians 1:21) than anything we have here.  Sometimes when 

people think of the saints they get the mistaken idea that the spirits of the 

people who have died are hanging around on earth to watch over us.  This is 

not true.  Listen, if I drop over dead tonight, don’t you go asking the Lord to let 

me come and watch over you.  No way!  I will be finished once and for all with 

this broken, lousy world in its present accursed form.  By the grace of God I 
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will be with Jesus!  I will be free from this suffering and corruption and 

frustration; I will resting be in paradise awaiting the return of Jesus, when my 

body will be re-created and changed to be like His glorious body.  You will have 

your fellow Christians with you.  The Lord will continue to send His holy angels 

to guard you in all your ways.  You will have the Lord Himself with you, even 

as you do now. 

 What will happen when Jesus appears?  “We know that when he appears 

we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is” (v.2).  We will be like 

Jesus when He returns.  The creature will never take the place of the Creator, 

but we will be like Him.  Christ is alive—in fact, He is Life.  We, too, shall live.  

Christ conquered the grave; we, too, will no longer be subject to death.  Christ 

is righteous and holy, we, too, will be free from sin once and for all.  Christ rose 

from the dead in a physical body that the disciples handled and touched; death 

has no more dominion over Him; He cannot die.  We, too, shall live in bodies 

untouched by sin and death.  This verse repeats what Paul wrote to the 

Philippians:  “But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious 

body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself” 

(Philippians 3:20-21).   

 There will be no barrier between us and the Lord; “we shall see Him as 

He is.”  Describing the visions of the new creation that Jesus showed him, John 

also wrote, “They will see His face” (Revelation 22:4).  “For now we see in a 

mirror dimly, but then face to face” (1 Corinthians 13:12).    

 What about us in the meantime?  The text says that we “hope” in Him.  

The hope in which we live is not a flimsy hope, like, “I hope we don’t get any 

stormy weather this evening”—we all know there is always the possibility of 

storms, even in November.  It is a solid hope, based on the facts of what God 

has already accomplished for us in Jesus Christ.  It is based on the “done deal” 

of our salvation.  God’s righteous Son was indeed given into death and suffered 

hell for us on the cross.  Thereby He freed us from the cursedness of this fallen 

world and the curse on our own bodies.  He indeed rose for our justification, 

and because He lives, we also will live.  Believe it and it is yours! 
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 And there is more about our present condition:  “And everyone who thus 

hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure” (v.3).  How do you purify yourself?  

John wrote of it in Chapter One of this letter:  “But if we walk in the light, as he 

is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his 

Son cleanses us from all sin.  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 

the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 

our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:7-9).  By daily 

contrition and repentance the new man created in us at Baptism daily emerges 

and arises to live before God in righteousness and purity.  In other words, every 

day we sorrow over our sins, but we take to heart and believe that our sins are 

forgiven for Jesus’ sake.  The word of absolution frees us from our sin and 

pronounces us purified in the sight of God.  This repeated Good News is the 

launching pad for new life, a life in which we want to leave the dirt and filth 

behind and follow the pure ways of Jesus.   

 What kind of love does God have toward us?  It is the love of a Father for 

His dear children.  It is love that we know in the core of our being.  It is love 

such that the best is yet to come!  What kind of love!  Amen. 
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