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“God Does the Impossible” + Mark 10:23-31 

21st Sunday after Pentecost + October 17, 2021 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 What is the greatest miracle that God ever did?  In six days God created 

the heavens and earth and everything in them; He simply spoke and things 

came into existence.  He opened the Red Sea and allowed the whole nation of 

Israel to pass through on dry ground.  The Lord Jesus fed more than five 

thousand people with five loaves and two fish.  Jesus, having suffered and died 

for the sins of the world, rose again on the third day under His own power!  

Surely God is able to do the impossible!  Personally, I would like to add one 

more astounding miracle, an impossibility that God has brought to reality:  He 

has brought Timothy Mueller into the Kingdom of His grace!  “With man it is 

impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God” (v.27).  Yes, 

God does the impossible!  Let’s take a closer look. 

---  I  --- 

 With man, salvation is impossible.  There is no possibility for us to make a 

way for ourselves into His kingdom.  At first, it might seem as though Jesus is 

talking about someone else.  Who among us would consider ourselves to be 

wealthy or rich?  But Jesus does not use the term simply for “wealthy” or 

“rich” here.  He literally says, “those having wealth/property.”  That’s a little 

different.  We all have wealth.  We all own something.  And, frankly, many 

people the world over would consider us wealthy.  God has richly and daily 

provided for our wants and needs and we do have some wealth.  And Jesus 

says, “How difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of 

God!” (v.23).  That includes you and me, and if there were any doubt, He goes a 

step further, making it universal:  “Children, how difficult it is [for anyone!] to 

enter the kingdom of God!” (v.24).  

 To make His point, Jesus refers to the largest animal that was commonly 

seen on the streets of Jerusalem and the smallest opening:  “It is easier for a 

camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the 

kingdom of God” 24-25.  How could the camel, with his big hump, possibly get 

through the eye of needle?  It is impossible!  And so it is impossible for those 

having wealth to enter the kingdom of heaven.   
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 The disciples were “exceedingly astonished, and said to him, ‘Then who 

can be saved?’” (v.26).  Forget about rich or poor, who is the human being who 

is able to be saved?  “Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With man it is impossible, 

but not with God. For all things are possible with God’” (v.27).  That nails it 

down:  for you and for me it is impossible to enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 Remember, God is so good (absolutely good, in fact) that not one of us can 

measure up to His entrance requirements.  Recall the event that brought about 

this discussion.  A man ran up to Jesus, knelt before Him, and asked, “Good 

teacher . . . what must I do to inherit eternal life?” (v.17).  Jesus answers, “Why 

do you call me good?  No one is good except God alone” (v.18).  Jesus was not 

denying that He was God, but He was emphasizing the absolute goodness and 

holiness of God that He demands of each of us.  Jesus went on:  “You know the 

commandments [and here Jesus lists practically all of the commandments that 

have to do with loving our neighbor]: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, 

Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and 

mother’” (vv. 19-20).  If we give these commandments any thought at all we 

cannot answer with this young man:  “Teacher, all these I have kept from my 

youth” (v. 20).  We have failed in words if not in deeds, and in thoughts if not in 

words.  “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us” (1 John 1:8).   

 St. Paul echoes these words in 1 Corinthians 6:10-11, “Or do you not 

know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 

deceived:  neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men 

who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor 

revilers [slanderers], nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.”  That is 

just a partial list of ten different brands of sinners; not one of them will be 

eligible to enter the kingdom of God.  If none of those show you your lost 

condition, consider this one:  “For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one 

point has become accountable for all of it” (James 2:10).  Our conclusion must 

be that of the Apostle:  “For there is no distinction:  for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:22).   

 The disciples thought that if anyone would be entering the kingdom of 

heaven, surely it would be people who are wealthy.  To them, and to many 
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people today, material blessing is a sure sign of the favor of God.  The Bible 

does speak about prosperity coming to the righteous and troubles to the wicked, 

but a closer reading tells us that often it is more complicated.  Job, a great man 

of faith, was reduced to poverty for a time in a test of his faith.  In times of 

persecution, faithful people may suffer the loss of many or all of their earthly 

goods.  And, we know that God may use kindness to lead people to repentance 

(Romans 2:4).  Paul told some idol worshipers at Lystra that it was the true 

God who gave a witness to His kind heart by sending them “rains from heaven 

and fruitful seasons” (Acts 14:17).  Possession of wealth or lack thereof is not a 

sign of God’s favor.   

  Consider the good works that we do.  The prophet told the people of 

Israel:  “We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous 

deeds are like a polluted garment.”  The things we do according to our sinful 

nature are fully our works.  But the good things we do as Christians are really 

God’s work in us.  He prepared them in advance that we should simply walk in 

them (Ephesians 2:10).  Because of our sin we have no currency that God 

accepts, no checkbook He recognizes, nothing with which to barter.  We are in 

utter poverty.  We can try to spend our good works to get salvation from God 

and the forgiveness of sins, but we will find that it has failed.  It would be like 

trying to go to the bank and make your mortgage payment with “Monopoly” 

money.  If we are going to deal with God on the basis of what we deserve, of 

what we have coming, of what we have earned, our total bankruptcy will land 

us straight in the torments of hell.  No wonder we confess that we are poor, 

miserable sinners.  Take this play money down to the car dealer and see what 

kind of deal you can get! 

---  II  --- 

 But so far we have told only half the story.  Jesus said, “With man it is 

impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God” (v.27).  Where 

human beings have put up an impossible roadblock, God has come and cleared 

a way for us!  The Good News is that God does the impossible!  All things are 

possible with God—even our entrance into the kingdom of God.  God supplied 

what we don’t have.  God Himself supplied the only kind of payment acceptable 

to bring anyone into the kingdom.  The only life that did measure up was the 



 

Page 4 
 

life of the Godman, Jesus Christ, and that life was lived in our place. This rich 

young man was in fact speaking to the only One who was perfectly Good, the 

only One who truly had kept all the commandments since he was a boy.  As 

true man He could be our substitute.  As true God he could--and did--keep the 

law perfectly.  He did not murder, nor did he entertain murderous or hateful 

thoughts.  He did not commit adultery, keeping himself 100% pure in thoughts, 

words, and deeds, even as a single man.  He did not steal, did not give false 

testimony, did not defraud, honored His father and mother.  God, in Christ, did 

the impossible—He kept the law.   

 When Jesus died on the cross, He made payment to God for the sins of the 

world in currency that was totally acceptable to the Father—the Father 

demonstrated that when He raised Christ from the dead.  Christ has redeemed 

us, “not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious, blood and with His 

innocent suffering and death” (Explanation to Second Article).  The precious 

blood of God’s own Son was needed to open heaven for us, and God freely spent 

it on us.  God does the impossible!  Full payment for our guilt was made 

without us spending eternity in hell. 

 Let’s go back to some of those passages that damn us.  In 1 John 1 it does 

say, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us” 

(v.8), but then it continues with this promise:  “If we confess our sins, he is 

faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness” (v.9).  In Romans 3 it explains how all this takes place:  “For 

all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace 

as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put 

forward as a propitiation by his blood [the death that turns the Father’s anger 

into favor], to be received by faith” (Romans 3:23-25).  If you doubt that this 

gift is for you, consider the word “all”!   No exceptions!  Forgiveness is for 

everyone:  receive it in faith, and it is yours!  And in 1 Corinthians, after that 

long list of sinners, Paul adds:  “And such were some of you. But you were 

washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 

Christ and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 6:11).  In Holy Baptism we 

were washed of our guilt, counted “not guilty” before God, and set apart to live 

a new life for Him.   



 

Page 5 
 

 God the Holy Spirit has used the power of the Gospel to take our hearts, 

formerly so closely attached to things, and attached them to God.  The Good 

News of Jesus is such good news, so sweet, so refreshing, that it creates in us the 

love of God and trust in Him which Christ commands.  What was impossible 

for us to do by keeping the Law is the very thing God has done for us by 

sending His own Son.  Perhaps even this rich young man was convicted of his 

sin and later brought to put His trust in Christ.  (Some have even speculated 

that perhaps this was Mark, the author, himself.)  Christ had available for 

him--and for you and me--the free gift of an inheritance in heaven.  God does 

the impossible!  Imagine, sinners in the eternal home of the holy God!  God 

does the impossible! 

 What an inheritance that is!  Our sinful nature would lead us to believe 

that to give up our attachment to an earthly inheritance for a heavenly one 

would be foolish; it would mean taking a loss.  Actually, when the joys and 

riches of heaven are ours, there can be no talk of loss.  In eternal life there will 

be no regrets about having put aside love of possessions here on earth.  You and 

I are going to see Jesus face to face!  We are going to a place where there will be 

no more tears, no more pain, no more sin, no more death!  Best of all it really is 

a gift.  It is not a matter of “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” but rather, 

“What has God done that I may inherit eternal life?”  Answer:  He has done 

everything; “All things are possible with God.”  God does the impossible! 

 I once read about three college students trapped in a snowstorm on a 

mountain after a plane crash.  In order to keep warm they burned scraps of 

paper, dollar bills, even their credit cards.  Up on that mountain, not knowing 

whether they would survive, that money and the purchasing power of those 

credit cards were absolutely worthless to them.  So also our possessions and all 

our good works before the judgment seat of Christ:  worthless.  But at that time 

His life and death will totally cover over our sins.  By His merits that camel will 

go right through the eye of the needle, lickety-split!  You see, as far as our 

salvation is concerned--entering the Kingdom of God—“with man this is 

impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.”  God does the 

impossible!   
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