
 
 

“Rooted and Growing in Christ” 

Colossians 2:6-7 

A Sermon for the 175th Anniversary of St. John’s Lutheran Church, New Minden 

“Renewal Sunday” October 3, 2021 

Text:  “Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted 

and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 

abounding in thanksgiving.” 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 Anniversaries happen because people are counting the years.  They look 

back, take stock, and do the math.  We know that next month, November 8 to 

be exact, will mark 175 years since this congregation was organized.  Not only 

was a congregation formally organized, but that day 23-year-old C.F.W. Scholz 

was ordained and installed as pastor and Fritz Hoffman donated 55½ acres.  In 

the coming months our attention will be drawn to many good things that have 

happened over the course of these many years.  As the text says, we are to be 

“abounding in thanksgiving.”  We don’t want the good gifts of the Lord to be 

“forgotten in unthankfulness.”  That, right there, is reason enough to celebrate 

a church anniversary.   

But there is another reason for marking church anniversaries, one that 

may not be so popular, but is also important:  it brings us to repentance over 

our sins—our sins, both as a congregation, and as individuals.  Living a life of 

repentance is part of what Paul means when he says, “as you received Christ 

Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him” (v.6).  A life of faith is not just a moment of 

receiving Christ Jesus the Lord, such as when a person is baptized, but rather a 

way of life, a way of daily turning away from our sins—loathing them, 

regretting them, wishing we hadn’t done them, not wanting to do them in the 

future—and trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Savior from sin, the Savior 

described in our Epistle reading:  “If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 

we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us 

from all sin.  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness…. if anyone does sin, we have an advocate 

with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  He is the propitiation for our sins, 
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and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 1:7-10, 

2:1-2).  Walking in Christ is nothing more than living out our Baptism, walking 

in the newness of life first given in that sacrament, receiving forgiveness anew 

each day.   

Our Old Testament reading tells us about someone else who was counting 

the years and doing the math.  That man was Daniel.  Recall that, as a youth, 

Daniel was taken far away from his home in Jerusalem to Babylon.  That was at 

the beginning of the seventy-year exile.  As far as we know, he never returned.  

But he kept the faith!  He remembered the prophecy of the faithful prophet 

Jeremiah who said that after 70 years God’s people would return.  He knew 

that the time was at hand.  And so he prays.  As he does so, he introduces us to 

the concept of “corporate guilt.”   

Daniel was a very good man, a faithful man—that’s what got him thrown 

in to the lions’ den, remember?  Even when it was against the law, he still got 

down on his knees three times a day as he had always done, opened the 

windows toward Jerusalem where God had promised to be present to hear the 

prayers of His people, and prayed.  And yet Daniel confesses the sins of the 

nation, not just his own individual sins.  He says “we have sinned and done 

wrong and acted wickedly and rebelled…. We have not listened to your 

servants the prophets” (vv.5-6).  He confesses to God with fasting and sackcloth 

and ashes that the calamity that has befallen Israel, the exile that has scattered 

the people of Israel from the land, is justified.  God has done just exactly what 

He said He would do.   The sin of the nation, above all, was that they did not 

listen to the word of the Lord.    

As we seek to walk in the Lord Jesus this year, even as we count the years 

of God’s blessings, must not we also admit and confess that we have sins to 

confess as well—sins both personal and corporate?  Indeed, if we are confessing 

the sins of the congregation, the Pastor should be first in line to confess.  If the 

church is not what it should be, who could be more responsible?  I certainly 

cannot blame my predecessors for the shape the church is in! 

 What sins am I talking about?  Here are a dozen that come to mind, in no 

particular order: 
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1. All too often, we have been products of our time and culture, adopting the 

prevailing views of people in society.  Far too easily we form our opinions 

based on what we hear and see in the media, instead of conforming our 

opinions based on what we read in the Scriptures or have learned from the 

Catechism.  We want to take from the Bible the message of God’s love in 

Jesus Christ, but we turn away from the message that shows us our sins and 

our need for the Savior. 

 

2. Many of our sins are not new.  Remember that picture of the congregation 

out front of the church in the 1800’s?  There are about 250 people in the 

picture, but the Congregation numbered nine hundred or more.  Today, 

more than ever, people are staying away in droves from the very place where 

God is giving His most precious gifts:  forgiveness of sins, the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ that produces faith in the human heart, the comfort of the Holy 

Spirit.  How long will the Lord put up with us?  Will the time come when the 

word of God and the sacraments are no longer so readily available?   

 

3. Why are so few of us involved in some kind of formal Bible study?  I fear it is 

not only because we are lazy, but also because we don’t want to know what 

God has to say.  We have a childish attitude; we would rather keep our own 

ideas than have our opinions shaped by the inspired word of God.  But in the 

previous Chapter Paul says of Christ, “Him we proclaim, warning everyone 

and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone 

mature in Christ” (Colossians 1:28).  God wants to take us from being baby 

Christians to being mature men and women in Christ. 

 

4. The ancient Israelites fell into sin because they wanted to be like the nations 

around them.  They didn’t want to be different, even though that is what 

God called them to be.  We, too, want to be just like everybody else.  Take 

the issue of the sanctity of marriage, for example.  Our society has ripped to 

shreds the ideal that marriage ought to last a lifetime and that it ought to be 

between one man and one woman.  And too many in the church have gone 

along with this.   
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5. So often our greatest strengths easily slip into being great weaknesses.  For 

example, one of the blessings of a small community, our dear rural, small-

town setting, is that people really look out for each other.  We know what 

our neighbors are facing and we want to be there for them in their time of 

need.  The flip side, however, is that it can be very difficult for an outsider to 

break into the community and really come to feel a part of things.  How have 

we done in welcoming others into our church family whose own families 

have not been around for umpteen generations?  And, when the gossip 

grapevine turns vicious, one of our own can even be pushed out.   

 

6. This Congregation has been blessed with many generous people who have 

shown very faithful stewardship of God’s gifts.  If you look at our financial 

reports you can see that in our history we have probably never had more.  

But, this amazing generosity from God can easily slip into idolatry if we 

begin to think that we are going to make this Congregation’s future secure 

by financial means.  It is not money that builds and preserves the church.  It 

is the Holy Spirit of God working through God’s word and sacraments. 

 

7. Similarly, we have been blessed with many faithful people who have served 

in so many offices year after year after year.  We thank God for their 

service!  But we fall into idolatry if we trust that we are indispensable, that 

no one can do it like we can, that the job cannot be done right without us.  

That is true for your pastor, as well.  I am sixty years old, and God only 

knows how much longer I will be serving at St. John’s.  But we can be 

certain of this:  God is able to raise up somebody to take my place, somebody 

who will do a far better job.   

 

8. In the early decades of this congregation there were quite a number of young 

people who prepared themselves for full-time church work.  But who is there 

now among our young boys and girls who should be encouraged to consider 

going into church work?  Are we praying to the Lord of the harvest to send 

workers into His harvest field?  Who will serve in the future?  
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9. Think of the spiritual journey of the people in your own family.  From 

generation to generation, has the commitment to the Lord and His word 

increased, or decreased?  My Mom and Dad were extremely devoted to the 

Lord.  Their heartfelt commitment to God and His kingdom was real, it was 

deep, and it was from the heart.  With joy they served the Lord through 

thick and thin.  I don’t find the same depth of commitment in my heart.   

What is it like in your family?  What will it be two or three generations from 

now?  Where are things headed? 

 

10. I have seen many wonderful examples over the years of true forgiveness 

offered by people to those who have hurt them deeply.  But I have also seen 

some sad examples of people nursing grudges against brothers and sisters in 

the faith.  Is it true that there are some people in this congregation who are 

not on speaking terms with others in the congregation?  Is there something 

from which we should turn away?  

 

11. Are we doing all we can to demonstrate the love of Christ to those outside 

of our fellowship?  If St. John’s church suddenly disappeared, would anyone 

outside of the church notice?  What would this community be lacking?   

 

12. We have been blessed with fine buildings.  Much has been done to keep 

them in good repair, especially the church.  But they can become an idol, as 

well.  That’s one thing we learned from the tornado, didn’t we—we could be 

the church even when we are not in this beautiful building.  The church is 

not a building, the church is a people.   

 

What do we do with all these sins?  We confess them to the Lord.  We 

turn away from them and let God take them away and plant something new in 

us.  There is a place east of the church building and garage that used to be a 

pretty junky place.  Part of it was my fault.  For over twenty years I used to 

have a burn barrel out there, just over the edge of the pasture fence.  Junk that 

wouldn’t burn got into the trash and tended to accumulate.  Sometimes debris 

got dumped there after a construction project was completed.  Then the 
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tornado came and we relocated the garden.  We began working to clean up that 

spot.  Just this summer we finally finished.  We tilled it up and planted grass 

there after Labor Day.  With the rains that we have had, the grass has taken off 

nicely.  There is some lush green grass there.  Over the winter it should have the 

chance to establish those roots and be better than ever next spring.  It is rooted 

and growing.   

That’s what God wants to do where spiritual junk is left over from our 

past:  he wants to clear it away and plant something new.  He wants to remove 

it all by bringing us to repentance over our sins.  He wants new life to spring up 

in us as we believe His word of forgiveness.  So please pray with me:   

“Lord God, heavenly Father, we confess our sins to You today, both our 

sins as individuals and our sins as a congregation—sins of thoughts and words 

and deeds.   There are many bad things we have done and many good things we 

have not done.  In so many ways we have looked to ourselves instead of to You.  

We have not feared You and loved You and trusted in You above all things.  

We have trusted in the things that You have given us rather than on You.  We 

have let the world influence us.  We have valued the opinions and views of 

popular culture more than the truths You reveal to us.   We have not treasured 

Your word and sacraments.  We have resisted growing up in the faith.  We 

have trusted in our own achievements instead of building on the solid rock of 

Your holy word.  We have neglected the hurting and the lost and the stranger.  

We have not been what You called us to be.  Yes, Lord, by nature we are sinful 

and unclean. 

“Forgive us, O Lord, not because we deserve it, but because You are 

merciful.  You are faithful even when we have been faith-less.  Blot out our sins 

because Jesus, Your Son, became our brother, flesh and blood like we, and His 

blood cleanses us from all sins.  Turn away Your fierce anger toward us, O 

Lord, and show us Your favor because of the sweet-smelling sacrifice of Jesus 

in our place, which You accepted for us by raising Him from the dead.   

“Now, Lord, keep on renewing us daily.  Keep on renewing this church, O 

Lord, that in your mercy a faithful congregation would remain here in the 

village of New Minden.  Cause us to grow in the grace and knowledge of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Keep sending Your Spirit to us, we pray.  
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Enable us to ‘know thee more clearly, love thee more dearly and follow thee 

more nearly, day by day.’  May the fruits of the faith You have planted in us 

increase.  May we love and serve our neighbor.  May we become all that You 

have called us to be as individuals and as a congregation.  We pray in Jesus’ 

name.  Amen.” 

Dear Friends, God has forgiven you!  Christ has given this authority to 

His church on earth:  In the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit.  Yes, our sins have been taken away as far as the east is from 

the west.  Come to the table of our Lord and taste and see that He is good; take 

to heart Christ’s own word that You receive His body and His blood for the 

forgiveness of your sins.  Trusting in this forgiveness will bring genuine renewal 

day by day, year by year.  By the grace of God, we will indeed be “rooted and 

growing in Christ.” 
 
 

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 


