
 
 

“Jesus’ Loving Challenge” 

Mark 10:17-22 

20th Sunday after Pentecost + October 10, 2021 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 One of the marks of a good doctor is that he or she knows what you need 

to take at any particular time.  At times the doctor may prescribe something 

that will relieve your pain and make your comfortable.  At other times the good 

doctor may prescribe something that is difficult and painful at first, but will 

bring you relief in the long run.  Maybe there’s a surgery that you need, or 

something nasty that you need to take, or some painful treatment you need to 

undergo in order to get rid of what is harming your system or even poisoning 

you.  A good doctor will, for your benefit, as a faithful physician, go ahead and 

begin the harsh or difficult treatment you need. 

 That is something like what Jesus is doing here in the prescription that he 

gives to this man.  By the way, from Matthew we know that he was a young 

man (Matthew 19:20) and Luke adds the detail that he was a ruler of some sort 

(Luke 18:18), so he is often known as the “Rich Young Ruler.”  What was 

Jesus’ prescription?  “And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, 

‘You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will 

have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me’” (v. 21).  First we will take a 

look at the ailment, and second, we will see the cure that Jesus prescribes.   

---  I  --- 

 Part of what ails this man is that he loves his possessions too much.  The 

first thing Jesus says is for him to let go of all that he owns:  “Go, sell all that 

you have and give to the poor” (v.21).  That would be very much like Jesus 

coming to you today and saying, “Sell the farm!  Sell all your equipment, sell all 

your buildings, all your vehicles, everything that has your name on it – get rid 

of it!  Turn it all into cash and give the cash away to Christian ministries that 

are set up to help the poor.”  That would be a shocking command, would it not?  

In fact, that was the reaction of the young man:  “Disheartened by the saying, 

he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions” (v.22).    

 Why would Jesus tell him such a shocking thing?  What is the man’s 

problem?  Jesus knows that this man loves his possessions more than he loves 
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God.  God requires that we love Him with all our heart, all our soul, and all our 

mind.  But this man’s heart was still stuck on his stuff, on his land, his holdings, 

and even his household goods.  That is where his affection was.  That is what he 

depended upon when troubles came to him. 

 How about us?  On what is our heart set?   In what do we trust?  Jesus 

did not give this command here to every Christian—to sell all our possessions 

and give the money to the poor.  But what if He did give that command to you?  

What if Jesus said, “Go, sell the farm, give the money to the poor, and go to the 

Seminary and become a pastor or a deaconess”?  Would you do it?  To be sure, 

Jesus is not suggesting that we return to the practices of the Middle Ages, when 

people were encouraged to take a vow of poverty and a vow never to get 

married.  Many of them left their homes and lived in monasteries and convents 

because they thought that this would make them better people, more pleasing to 

God.  That was a bunch of foolishness that caused all sorts of problems.   

 But what about other challenges from Jesus?  What if He said, “You have 

a dear spouse, but I love you even more than your spouse does.  To draw you 

closer to Myself, I’m going to take your spouse home to heaven with me and 

have you live for a time without him or her.”  What if He said, “I have given 

you a great mind and many intellectual gifts.  But before you die, I am going to 

have you live for a time with Alzheimer’s.  You will need to live for a time like a 

little child again.  Trust in Me and no one else.”  Or:  “You have spent much of 

your life caring for others.  You have done this well and taken great pride in it.  

But for a time before you die, others will have to care for you.  Thereby I am 

teaching you to receive kindness and love as a gift.  It will make you more ready 

to receive salvation as a gift.”  Or:  “You have gotten far in life because of your 

athletic ability and physical strength.  When you suffer an injury you will learn 

to put your trust elsewhere.  Your body will betray you; I alone am worthy of 

your trust.”  Is there something or someone that we love more than we love 

God?  What if He would cause us to have to live without it, or without him or 

her?  “Whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me” said 

Jesus. 

 Perhaps these loving challenges from the Lord come more than we realize.  

For example, we as a Congregation have a loving challenge from the Lord, 
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together, to support His ministry and mission in this place.  You might look at 

our church budget as a challenge from the Lord to see how much we love Him.  

Do we love Him more than we love those extra things we would like to do for 

ourselves?  Are we willing to give up some of our possessions so that the work of 

God’s kingdom will not suffer?  What is the Lord saying to us if we are gaining 

more and more earthly pleasures for ourselves while God’s work goes further 

and further into debt?  Maybe this kind of challenge is not so foreign to us after 

all! 

 Jesus also knows that the man is trusting in his own good works in order 

to be saved.  “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” (v.17).  The 

question is really a contradiction, isn’t it:  “What shall I do to inherit eternal 

life?”  An inheritance is not about doing anything, it is about being somebody.  

It is about being in a relationship, not punching God’s time clock or turning in 

a bill to Him.  You inherit something because someone else loves you and cares 

for you and wants you to have something.  It is because of what is in their heart, 

not what you have done with your hands.   

 The man claimed to have kept the Ten Commandments since he was a 

boy:  “And he said to him, ‘Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth’” 

(v.20).  Really?  Deep inside, the man must have realized that he was lacking 

something.  He must have had a nagging feeling that he had not done enough.  

Why else would he ask?  That’s the way the Law is:  if you try to gain eternal 

life by keeping it, it will never allow you to have peace.  It could always be said, 

“You lack one thing….” (v.21).  “For all who rely on works of the law are under 

a curse; for it is written, ‘Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things 

written in the Book of the Law, and do them’” (Gal. 3:10). 

 The loving challenge is to examine ourselves according to the Ten 

Commandments.  Take a look at what the Catechism says about confession of 

sins.  It says, “Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are 

not aware of, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer; but before the pastor we should 

confess only those sins which we know and feel in our hearts.  Which are these?  

Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments: Are you a 

father, mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, or worker?  Have you been 

disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy?  Have you been hot-tempered, rude, or 
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quarrelsome?  Have you hurt someone by your words or deeds?  Have you 

stolen, been negligent, wasted anything, or done any harm?”  In other words, 

what do you still lack?  Those are the kind of things to run through your mind 

in that moment of self-examination before we do the General Confession in 

worship.  Those are the kinds of things that show us the need to receive the 

Lord’s Supper. 

---  II  --- 

 Now let’s look at the healing medicine that Jesus applies to the man.  First 

of all, “Jesus looked at him and loved him.”  That is how Jesus looks at sinners, 

even this unrepentant sinner.  This is how God has looked at us!  He does not 

look on us with His fierce anger, but in Jesus, who suffered all God’s anger for 

us, God looks on us in love. 

 In love Jesus showed him his sin.  What kind of love is it if people are 

allowed to go on their merry way to destruction?  Jesus gave him a challenge to 

show him his sin.  Jesus laid bare his sin against God’s command not to covet.  

He did this in order to awaken in the man his need for the Savior, to confess 

that he is a poor, miserable, sinner. 

 God did this to King David, one of the wealthiest men the world has ever 

known.  He says:  “As for me, I am poor and needy, but the Lord takes thought 

for me” (Psalm 40:17).  “Incline your ear, O Lord, and answer me, for I am 

poor and needy” (Psalm 86:1).  “But I am poor and needy; hasten to me, O 

God!  You are my help and my deliverer; O Lord, do not delay!” (Psalm 70:5).  

But you, O God my Lord, deal on my behalf for your name’s sake; because 

your steadfast love is good, deliver me!  For I am poor and needy, and my heart 

is stricken within me” (Psalm 109:21-22).   

  Jesus, the Great Physician, shows us that our own remedies will not 

work.  He keeps us from fooling ourselves into thinking that we have kept 

God’s commands enough to get us eternal life.  He shows us that there is only 

one who is good, and that is God Himself.  Jesus, is that God in the flesh, here to 

“be good”—that is, to fulfill all righteousness—for us.  In His works we have 

God the Father’s full approval. 

 Thank God for the healing medicine in Jesus Christ, our Lord!  Amen. 
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