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To contact Pastor Brewer directly:  

Home: 845-1717 / Cell: 536-1041 

Email: brewercj78@gmail.com 

To contact Pastor VanPay directly:  

Email: cvanpay414@gmail.com 

Worship Services 
Sunday at 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Monday at 7:30 p.m. 

 
Lenten Service 

Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. 

 
L.I.F.E. Hour 

Sunday at 9:15 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is served each week  

 
We will stream the 8am service 

each week on the  

St John Lutheran Church 

Facebook page. 

 

 

Inclement Weather Cancellations  

If it becomes necessary to cancel worship services and/or 

LIFE Hour due to weather, you can tune in to WBAY TV 2. 

Information will also be posted online at www.stjohnlux.com 

and the St John Facebook page. 
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Why do we focus every year during the season of Lent on the suffering of Jesus Christ during His 

earthly ministry leading up to His death on the Cross?  Are we gluttons for punishment?  Do we have 

some weird fetish for torture and pain?  Why is the six weeks leading up to Holy Week with Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday so depressing?  I think it’s because anytime we are 

reminded of why Jesus suffered and died we are reminded of our sinful nature that won’t completely 

go away this side of death or Jesus’ second coming.  Moreover, the hope of Jesus death and 

resurrection only has its deepest impact after we finally see the depth of our sin and inadequacy.   

The apostle Paul in Romans Ch. 5:1-11 says, Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we 

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by 

faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice 

in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we 

rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 

produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces 

character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope 

does not put us to shame, because God's love has 

been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 

who has been given to us. 

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ 

died for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a 

righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 

one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his 

love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been 

justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we 

were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are 

reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

I believe that Lent is so dark and depressing because as human beings we need to be humbled of 

our sinful pride that wants to think better of our condition than it is.  We need to be shown our 

inability to do anything for our salvation, to do even any good thing at all, in order to grasp the true 

depth of not only Jesus love for us but also the mercy He shows us in His sacrifice for us. 

Every time I read the Word of God the Law condemns me, shows me my sin much like looking in the 

mirror shows me what I really look like.  The Law reveals that apart from Christ there is no good 

thing in us.  We would be lost and condemned without His sacrifice on our behalf.  And just when I 

feel myself falling into despair over my sin and depravity, the gospel in the Word restores my hope 

because it points me not to myself, but to the one who died to fix all that is wrong with me.   

Why do we need to focus on the suffering and sacrifice of Jesus our Savior during Lent?  So that we 

are not only reminded of what gives us salvation, but also the call to proclaim this same Good News 

to those all around us each day.  That just as He died for our sins, He died for theirs as well.  Lent 

therefore humbles us, leads us to the hope of Easter, and calls us into the harvest fields of Christ. 

 In Christ, Pastor Brewer 

 

FROM PASTOR BREWER: 

  

 



  
 

 2023 Church Council Members, 
please continue to keep all council 

members in your prayers.  
 

President 
Ed Treml 

 

Council Secretary 
Brenda Reckelberg 

 

Treasurer 
Robert Funk 

 

Financial Secretary 
Jenny DeGrave 

 

Elders 
Zac Lensmire 
Rich Wienke 

David Buntman 
Marv Perleberg 
Kevin Piesler 
Gus Schmoll 
Matt Kinnard 

 

Trustees 
Steve Hanmann 

Moe Neuzil 
Kevin VandenBush 

 

Stewardship 
Deb Heling 

Janice Haen  
Dana Engelking 

Gail Treml 
 

Board of Education 
Marissa Byrne 

Jennifer DeBauche 
Madison Hanmann 
Autumn Lensmire 
Janice Krueger 

Stacy Fett 
 

Evangelism Committee:  
Abby Hanmann 

Heather Derenne 
Miriam Hemp 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please give prayerful consideration to volunteering in one 

of the following roles: Ushers, Paraments, Readers, Greeters, 
Technology Assistants, etc.  If you are interested in sharing your time 
and talents, there is a sign-up sheet on the table in the narthex.  

Interested in Sewing?  Flannel baby quilts will be made to 

accompany the annual diaper give away in May during the Luxemburg 
Rummage Sales.  Looking for help from anyone who likes to sew and 
can bring a sewing machine.  Even if you don’t have a sewing machine 
or do not sew, come anyway, there are other things that need to be 
done and have an enjoyable time.  The dates are March 16 & 17, 
Thursday and Friday.  Time expected to be 8 am – 3 pm. Come one 
day and/or part of the day.  Interested?  Call Norene Giese at 920-609-
2716 and leave a message. 
 

The Board of Education is looking for volunteers with the 

alternative children's program. We currently have the lead role filled but 
are still looking for support people to help each week as an extra set of 
hands. If you are interested in volunteering your time, please reach out 
to Marissa Byrne at marissa.jacobs94@gmail or 920-609-0986.  

SHAPE Workshop: For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 

Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  

Ephesians 2:10     Attend the next SHAPE Workshop and 

discover how God uniquely designed YOU to serve 

others!  Sign-up outside the church office and reserve your spot 

today! The next class is Tuesday, March 21st / 6 PM - 8 PM.  

 

Lenten Worship and Soup Suppers 
 

Lent Round Robin: St. John is participating in a “Round Robin” 

series with several area congregations. Paster Brewer and Pastor 

VanPay along with the Pastors of Hope (De Pere), Pilgrim and 

Redeemer (Green Bay), St. John (Pulaski), Zion (Oneida) and Zion 

(Wayside) will travel to each other’s church to present sermons. The 

overall theme for the 2023 Lenten sermons is “His Final Steps.” The 

series ponders the significance of the people and places on Jesus’ 

resolute final steps to the cross and tree days later, his first steps from 

the tomb.  

New this year, there will be a short 15 minute children’s service 

at 5:30pm prior to the traditional Soup Supper – followed by the 

regular Lenten service at 7pm.  

Lenten Supper: Lenten meals will be served before each Midweek 

Lenten Service on Wednesday evenings from 5:30 – 6 pm with the 

evening worship service starting at 7pm. There is a sign-up sheet in 

the narthex for soup, sandwich, dessert, and clean-up help.  

Confirmation class during Lent will start at 6:00 pm and end at 

6:45 pm. 
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Elder Minutes / February 6, 2023 

Elders Present: Marv Perleberg, Dave Buntman, Kevin Piesler, Jeff Vandenberg, Gus Schmoll, Pastor Carl Brewer, Pastor 

Craig Van Pay, Zach Lensmire 
 

Transfers In/ New Members:    

Name: Type of Transfer:  

Janice Puyleart Transfer from Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Green 

Bay 

 

Released from Membership:      

Name: Mariah 

Lukes / 

Type of Release: Peaceful release per request 

 

Open with Prayer 
 

Notes:   Welcomed new elder Zach Lensmire.  Elected Marv Perleberg as head elder for 2023.   

• Went through elder duties  

• Established Church Worship service times for 2023 below: 

          Easter Worship Schedule:        Feb. 22nd  Ash Wednesday Lenten Services   
                                                                                                     5:30pm (Children’s Service) & 7pm 
                                             Apr. 2nd Palm Sunday   8am &  10:30am   Worship Services                                                            

                                             Apr. 6th Maundy Thursday    7pm Worship Service      

                                             Apr 7th   Good Friday    1pm  &  7pm Worship Services 

                                             Apr 9th   Easter Sunday  6:30am,  8am,  10:30am   Worship Services 
 

Memorial Day Weekend  May 28th     9am Worship Service  (one service through Labor Day Weekend) 

       September 10th   (resume with two Worship Services)  8am and 10:30am Worship Service 

Thanksgiving Eve  Nov. 22nd    6pm Worship Service 

Christmas Eve     Dec. 24th       1pm, 4pm, 7pm   Worship Services 

Christmas Day     Dec. 25th       9am   Worship Service 

New Year’s Eve    Dec. 31st     8am and 10:30am 

New Year’s Day    Jan. 1st       7:30pm 
 

• Introduced the book The Caring Elder, we will use this book for our training manual once it has been ordered for every 

elder and it will be passed on to their successor when off the board. 

• Talked about letters sent to delinquent members and what our next steps will be.   

• Discussed letter received from Kevin Lampe on some concerns a member had but the member chose to remain 

unnamed so it is hard to address their concerns. 

Next Meeting:  March 6th at 6pm 
Closed with Prayer 
 

Submitted by:   Marv Perleberg 
 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 



  
 

 
Board of Trustees Committee Minutes / February 6, 2023 
 
Members present: Kevin VandenBush, Moe Neuzil, Steve Hanmann, Pastor Carl Brewer  
 
Opened with prayer. 
 
Old Business: 

• Work is continuing west side entrance to install the key fob reader. 
 
New Business: 

• Discussed the gas issue in the kitchen. We will reach out to Wisconsin Public Service to get feedback and a solution.  

• Considered options for the dishwasher as it is not working properly.  

• Reviewed and updated the “Rental Agreement Form” and discussed the scheduling of rooms and how to prevent 
conflicts.  

• Reviewed the snowplow/clean-up volunteer list. 

• Narcotics anonymous is interested in renting a room in church for 5-9 people to meet for an hour each week. They are 
willing to make a donation to the church for time and space. 

• Talked about venting the heat from the compressors in the storage room off the fellowship hall. 
 

Submitted by: Kevin VandenBush 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Evangelism Board Minutes / February 6, 2023 

Members Present: Miriam Hemp, Abby Hanmann, Heather Derenne, Jenny Shaw 

 

➢ Future projects and people who brought up interest 
○ Contact through via SHAPES program 
 

➢ Discussed on Care ministry 
○ Potential in organizing an outreach to the local VA in green bay 
 

➢ Spoke with Pastor Craig regarding Midwest Olympics 
 

➢ Jenny Shaw will be inquiring a contact for the ADRC program (Adult disability) 
 

➢ Brainstorming ideas on how to reach out to prisons, and opportunities to 
become more involved in this area 
 

➢ Pamphlet outreach 
○ Abby updating Welcome pamphlet from the current one 
 

➢ Spring Lake Church Website 
○ Church provides many outreach programs, along with attaching onto larger organizations outside of the church to share 
God’s word 
■ Possibility in creating a similar platform 



  
 

 
 

Submitted by: Abby Hanmann 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


