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St. John Lutheran Church 
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E-mail address:  stjohnlux@gmail.com 

Website: www.stjohnlux.com 

 

Pastor Carl Brewer 

E-mail: brewercj78@gmail.com  

Pastor Craig VanPay 
 

 

THE PRELUDE                                                                              Organist: Jean Loberger 

                                                                                           

 OPENING HYMN:                                   My Country, ‘Tis of Thee 

1 My country 'tis of thee, 

Sweet land of liberty, 

Of thee I sing. 

Land where my fathers died! 

Land of the Pilgrim's pride! 

From ev'ry mountainside, 

Let freedom ring! 
 

2 My native country, thee, 

Land of the noble free, 

Thy name I love. 

I love thy rocks and rills, 

Thy woods and templed hills; 

My heart with rapture thrills 

Like that above. 
 

3 Let music swell the breeze, 

And ring from all the trees, 

Sweet freedom's song. 

Let mortal tongues awake; 

Let all that breathe partake; 

Let rocks their silence break, 

The sound prolong. 
 

  

4 Our fathers' God to Thee, 

Author of liberty, 

To Thee we sing. 

Long may our land be bright 

With freedom's holy light; 

Protect us by Thy might, 

Great God, our King! 

                        

*THE INVOCATION 

 P  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C     Amen.         
  

*RESPONSIVE PSALM: Psalm 133  
P  1Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! 

C  2It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on the beard of  

        Aaron,  running down on the collar of his robes! 3It is like the dew of Hermon,   

     which falls on the mountains of Zion! For there the LORD has commanded the  

          blessing, life forevermore. 
 

*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
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us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 
 

C    O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not 

without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the 

Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

FIRST  READING:  Acts 1:12–26 
 

12Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 

Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13And when they had entered, they went up to the 

upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and 

Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and 

Judas the son of James. 14All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, 

together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 15In those days 

Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) and said, 
16“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the 

mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17For 

he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18(Now this man 

bought a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the 

middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19And it became known to all the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of 

Blood.) 20“For it is written in the Book of Psalms, “‘May his camp become desolate, and let 

there be no one to dwell in it’; and “‘Let another take his  office.’ 21So one of the men who 

have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 
22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of 

these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23And they put forward two, 

Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24And they prayed and 

said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen 
25to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to 

his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was 

numbered with the eleven apostles.  
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                                                              America the Beautiful   

1  O beautiful for spacious skies,  

For amber waves of grain,  

For purple mountain majesties  

Above the fruited plain!  

America! America! 

God shed His grace on thee  

And crown thy good with brotherhood  

From sea to shining sea! 
 

2  O beautiful for pilgrim feet  

Whose stern impassioned stress 

A thoroughfare of freedom beat  

Across the wilderness!  

America! America! 

God mend thine every flaw,  

Confirm thy soul in self-control,  

Thy liberty in law! 

EPISTLE READING:  Revelation 22:1–20 
 1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from 

the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the city; also, on 

either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each 

month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3No longer will there be 

anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will 

worship him. 4They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5And night 

will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, 

and they will reign forever and ever. 6And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and 

true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his 

servants what must soon take place.”  7“And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one 

who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” 8I, John, am the one who heard and saw 

these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel 

who showed them to me, 9but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant 

with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. 

Worship God.”  10And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this 

book, for the time is near. 11Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the 

righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy.”  12“Behold, I am coming soon, bringing 

my recompense with me, to repay everyone for what he has done. 13I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”  14Blessed are those who wash 

their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city 

by the gates. 15Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers 

and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 16“I, Jesus, have sent my 

angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant 

of David, the bright morning star.”  17The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the 

one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires 

take the water of life without price. 18I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy 

of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this 

book, 19and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will 

take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. 
20He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord 

Jesus! 
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The Star Spangled Banner 
 

O! say can you see, by the dawn's early light, 

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming, 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight, 

O'er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming? 

And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there; 

O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave 

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 
 

O! thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand 

Between their loved homes and the war's desolation. 

Blest with victory and peace, may the Heaven rescued land 

Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation! 

Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just, 

And this be our motto: 'In God is our trust.' 

And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave 

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 

 

*HOLY GOSPEL: John 17:20-26 

    P   The Holy Gospel according to St John, the seventeenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

  

 20[Jesus said:] “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me 

through their word, 21that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, 

that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22The glory 

that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23I in 

them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that 

you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 24Father, I desire that they also, whom 

you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me 

because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25O righteous Father, even though 

the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me. 26I made 

known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which 

you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 

  

     P   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 C    Praise to You, O Christ. 
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*NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 

all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 

one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who 

spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

SERMON HYMN                              Battle Hymn of the Republic 
 

1  Mine eyes have seen the Glory of the coming of the Lord 

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored 

He has loosed the fateful lightning of terrible swift sword 

His truth is marching on. Chorus 
 

Glory, glory, Hallelujah, Glory, glory, Hallelujah 

Glory, glory, Hallelujah. His truth is marching on! 
 

2  I have seen Him in the watch-fires of a hundred cir-cling camps, 

They have build-ed Him an altar in the evening dews and damps; 

I can read His right-eous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps, 

His day is march-ing on. Chorus 
 

3  In the beauty of lilies, Christ was born across the sea, 

With a glory in His bosom that transfigures you and me 

As He died to make men Holy, let us live to make men free 

While God is marching on. Chorus 

 

SERMON  
 

 

OFFERING 
 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
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*THE LORDS PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be  

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever  

and ever.  Amen. 
 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                                    
 

COMMUNION HYMNS:                       Open Our Eyes                                            OSB#157 

Open our eyes, Lord 

We want to see Jesus 

To reach out and touch Him  

And say that we love Him 

Open our ears, Lord 

And help us to listen 

Open our eyes, Lord 

                       We want to see Jesus (Repeat x1) 
 

                                                                  Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me                                     LSB#761 

 

 

 
 

 CLOSING SONG:                                     God Bless America 

God bless America, 

Land that I love, 

Stand beside her and guide her 

Thru the night with a light from above; 
 

From the mountains, to the prairies, 

To the oceans white with foam, 

God bless America, 

My home, sweet home. Repeat x1. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

 P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 

gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with His favor and give you His peace. 

 C           Amen. 
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