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PRAISE SONG                  Lord, I Need You         

 

Lord, I come, I confess 

Bowing here, I find my rest. 

And without You, I fall apart. 

You're the one that guides my heart. 

 

Chorus: 

Lord, I need You, oh, I need You. 

Every hour I need You. 

My one defense, my righteousness, 

Oh God, how I need You. 

 

Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more. 

Where grace is found is where You are. 

And where You are, Lord, I am free. 

Holiness is Christ in me. 

where You are, Lord, I am free. 

Holiness is Christ in me. (Chorus) 

 

So teach my song to rise to You 

When temptation comes my way 

And when I cannot stand, I'll fall on You 

Jesus, You're my hope and stay. 

And when I cannot stand, I'll fall on You 

Jesus, You're my hope and stay. (Chorus x2) 

 

My one defense, my righteousness 

Oh God, how I need You 

 

                 

*THE INVOCATION 

P   In the name of the Father and of  the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C    Amen. 

 

*RESPONSIVE PSALM:    Psalm 51:1-13  

P Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant 

mercy blot out my transgressions. 

C Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 

P For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 

C Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you 

may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment. 

P Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
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C Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, and you teach me wisdom in the 

secret heart. 

P Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

C Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 

P Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

P Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

C Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. Then I 

will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. 

 

P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy 

season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the holy 

sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion,  

self-denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His  

Word and draws from it life and hope.  

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the power  

of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter  

with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth. 

The Imposition of Ashes 
 

*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  P The Lord be with you. 

  C And also with you. 

  P     Let us pray.   

C Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the 

        sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our  

        sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and 

       forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with  

       You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 



 

 

                                                             Jesus, I Will Ponder Now                                    LSB#440 

 

 

 

 
 

 

*OLD TESTAMENT READING:   Genesis 2:7–9; 3:17–24  
7Then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, 

and the man became a living creature.  8And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he 

put the man whom he had formed. 9And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is 

pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil. 
17And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree 

of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat 

of it all the days of your life; 18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the 

field. 19By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; 

for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 20The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the 

mother of all living. 21And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 
22Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest 

he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—” 23therefore the LORD God sent 

him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 24He drove out the man, and at 

the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the 

way to the tree of life. 

*EPISTLE READING:   2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We 

implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be 

sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in 

vain. For he says, “In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have 

helped you. ”Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We 

put no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as 

servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, 

hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by 

purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; by truthful speech, 

and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the  



left; through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as 

impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we 

live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet 

making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything. 
 

                                                                     Jesus, I Will Ponder Now                           LSB#440 

         5 If my sins give me alarm 

    And my conscience grieve me, 

Let Your cross my fear disarm; 

    Peace of conscience give me. 

Help me see forgiveness won 

    By Your holy passion. 

If for me He slays His Son, 

    God must have compassion! 

         6 Graciously my faith renew; 

    Help me bear my crosses, 

Learning humbleness from You, 

    Peace mid pain and losses. 

May I give You love for love! 

    Hear me, O my Savior, 

That I may in heav’n above 

    Sing Your praise forever. 
 

*HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21  

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to 

be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do 

in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to 

you, they have received their reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left 

hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your 

Father who sees in secret will reward you. “And when you pray, you must not be like the 

hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, 

that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But 

when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in 

secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. [Jesus said:] “And when you 

fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their 

fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.  

But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face,  that your fasting may not be 

seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret 

will reward you. “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 



*NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men 

and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again 

with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who 

spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

SERMON HYMN                                   Lead Me To The Cross              by Brooke Ligertwood                        

Savior I come, quiet my soul,  

Remember redemption's hill 

Where Your blood was spilled 

For my ransom 

Everything I once held dear 

I count it all as loss. 

 

Lead me to the cross, 

Where Your love poured out. 

Bring me to my knees, 

Lord I lay me down, 

Rid me of myself, 

I belong to You. 

Oh, lead me. 

Lead me to the cross 

You were as I 

Tempted and tried, human. 

The Word became flesh 

bore my sin and death, 

Now You’re risen. 

Everything I once held dear 

I count it all as loss. 

Lead me to the cross, where Your love 

poured out. Bring me to my knees Lord, I 

lay me down. Rid me of myself,  

I belong to You.  

Oh, lead me 
 

Lead me to your heart 

Lead me to your heart 

Lead me to your heart 

Lead me to your heart 
 

Lead me to the cross 

Where Your love poured out 

Bring me to my knees 

Lord I lay me down 

Rid me of myself 

I belong to You 

Oh, lead me, lead me to the cross

 
                                   

 

SERMON                                “High Love, Down in the Dust” 
Though we are but dust, God has loved us greatly, knowing 

from the beginning that our creation would cost him the suffering and death 

of His beloved Son. 



 

OFFERING 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

                                                                     Lamb of God                                          BOB#139      
      

1 Your only Son, no sin to hide 

But You have sent Him from Your side 

To walk upon this guilty sod 

And to become the Lamb of God 
 

2 Your gift of love, they crucified 

They laughed and scorned Him as He died 

The humble King, they named a fraud 

And sacrificed the Lamb of God 
 

3 Oh, Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God 

I love the holy Lamb of God 

Oh, wash me in Your precious blood 

My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God 
 

4 I was so lost, I should have died 

But You have brought me to Your side 

To be led by Your staff and rod 

And to be called a lamb of God 

 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

COMMUNION HYMN:                            

 

*BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CLOSING SONG                              Wonderful, merciful Savior                   by Dawn Rodgers    

                                                                                                                                 and Eric Wyse                   

1 Wonderful, merciful Savior 

Precious Redeemer and Friend 

Who would have thought that a Lamb 

Could rescue the souls of men? 

Oh, You rescue the souls of men. 

You are the One that we praise 

You are the One we adore 

You give the healing and grace 

Our hearts always hunger for 

Oh, our hearts always hunger for. 

2 Counselor, Comforter, Keeper 

Spirit we long to embrace 

You offer hope when our hearts have 

Hopelessly lost the way 

Oh, we hopelessly lost the way. Refrain 

3 Almighty, infinite Father 

Faithfully loving Your own 

Here in our weakness You find us 

Falling before Your throne 

Oh, we’re falling before Your throne. 

You are the One that we praise 

You are the One we adore 

You give the healing and grace 

Our hearts always hunger for 

Oh, our hearts always hunger for. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


