
  

December 25, 2020 
 

THE PRELUDE                                                                                    Organist: Jean Loberger 
 

A TIME OF GREETING 
 

SONGS OF PRAISE                                 Angels from the Realms of Glory              LSB#367 

*Congregation please rise in singing verse 5 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

                                                               O Little Town of Bethlehem                             LSB#361 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 

    How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

    The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

    The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

    Are met in thee tonight. 

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

    Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 

    Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

    The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

    Our Lord Immanuel! 
 

Public domain 

 

 

 



*RESPONSIVE PSALM: Psalm 98 
 

P  1Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! His right hand and  

            his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

C  2The LORD has made known his salvation; he has revealed his righteousness in the  

  sight of the nations. 

P  3He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the 

           ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

C  4Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and  

            Sing praises! 

P  5Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody! 

C  6With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, the  

            LORD! 

P  7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it! 

C  8Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together 9before the LORD,  

           for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness, and the  

           peoples with equity. 
 

*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 

Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
   

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray together. 
 

C Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us  

     free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and  

     reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

              

                Solo by Nikki Baeb       “Where’s the Line to see Jesus?” 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 62:10-12 
10Go through, go through the gates; prepare the way for the people; build up, build up the  

highway; clear it of stones; lift up a signal over the peoples. 11Behold, the LORD has proclaimed 

to the end of the earth: Say to the daughter of Zion, “Behold, your salvation comes; behold, his 

reward is with him, and his recompense before him.” 12And they shall be called The Holy People, 

The Redeemed of the LORD; and you shall be called Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken. 
 

 



                                                           God Rest Ye, Merry Gentlemen      
 

1 God rest ye merry, gentlemen, 

Let nothing you dismay, 

Remember Christ our Saviour 

Was born on Christmas Day; 

To save poor souls from Satan's 

power 

Which had long time gone astray. 

Refrain: 

And God send you happy new year, 

happy new year 

And God send you happy new year. 
 

2 From God that is our Father 

The blessed Angels came; 

Unto some certain Shepherds 

with tidings of the same; 

That there was born in Bethlehem,  

The Son of God by name Refrain. 

 

3. Now to the Lord sing praises, 

All you within this place, 

Like we true loving Brethren,  

Each other to embrace, 

For the merry time of Christmas, 

Is drawing on a pace. Refrain. 
 

 

4 God bless the ruler of this House 

And send Him long to reign, 

And many a merry Christmas 

May live to see again. 

Among your friends and kindred, 

That live both far and near. Refrain. 

 
 

                                                     

 EPISTLE READING: Titus 3:4-7 
4But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not 

because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the 

washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us richly 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs 

according to the hope of eternal life.  
 
                                                                

                                                              Go Tell It on the Mountain                            LSB#388 

Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, 

Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 

Go tell it on the mountain 

That Jesus Christ is born! 

 

1 While shepherds kept their watching 

O’er silent flocks by night, 

Behold, throughout the heavens 

There shone a holy light. Refrain. 

 

3 Down in a lonely manger 

The humble Christ was born; 

And God sent us salvation 

That blessèd Christmas morn. 

Refrain. 
 

 

 

*HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all 

went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the 

town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of 

the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with 



child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to 

her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn. 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in 

the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel 

said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the 

people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying 

in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with 

whom he is pleased!” 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 

to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 

Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 

baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been 

told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 

them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 

told them. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

                         Solo by Nikki Baeb   “I Believe” 
 

NICENE CREED  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and 

was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 

into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 

judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SERMON HYMN                        I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day
 

1. I heard the bells on Christmas day 

Their old familiar carols play, 

And wild and sweet the words repeat 

Of peace on earth, good will to men. 

2. I thought how, as the day had come, 

The belfries of all Christendom 

Had rolled along the unbroken song 

Of peace on earth, good will to men. 

3. And in despair I bowed my head 

'There is no peace on earth,' I said, 

'For hate is strong and mocks the song 

Of peace on earth, good will to men.' 

4. Then pealed the bells more loud and 

deep: 

'God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 

The wrong shall fail, the right prevail 

With peace on earth, good will to men.' 

               

 SERMON 

                                                        Come To My Heart, Lord Jesus                               OSB#35                    

                                                        

1 Thou didst leave Thy throne 

and Thy kingly crown, 

When Thou camest to earth for me; 

But in Bethlehem’s home was there found no room 

For Thy holy nativity. 
 

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 

There is room in my heart for Thee. 
 

5  When the heavens shall ring, and the angels sing, 

At Thy coming to victory, 

Let Thy voice call me home, 

Saying Yet there is room, 

There is room at My side for thee. 
 

My heart shall rejoice, Lord Jesus, 

When Thou comest and callest for me. 

 

 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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*LORDS PRAYER    [Tune: Midnight Clear]

Our Father, Lord in heav’n’s high throne, 

Most holy be Your name. 

Your kingdom come. Your will be done 

One earth in heav’n the same. 

Give us this day the food we need; 

Forgiven may we be; 
 

Into temptation do no lead; 

From evil set us free 
 

Yours is the kingdom; unto You 

In grateful love we bow; 

And Yours the pow’r; Lord, let us view 

Your mighty presence now 

The glory Yours, Your praise be sung 

Through-out the world again 

In ev’ry land, by ev’ry tongue 

For-ever-more, Amen! 
 

*HOLY COMMUNION               [Tune: I Heard the Bells] 
 

C The night Lord Jesus was betrayed 

         He took the bread, and when He’d prayed, 

He broke and gave them of the bread 

And unto His desciples said:  
 

P   “Take and eat; this is My body which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

C Then, when the sacred meal was o’er, 

Our blessed Savior spoke once more: 

He offered thanks, and lifted up, 

To give to all, the blessed cup: 

P   “Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament of My blood which is shed for you   

             for the remission of sins.  Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

P  The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen 
  

COMMUNION HYMN                       The First Noel 

1 The first Noel the angels did say 

Was to certain poor shepards in fields as they lay: 

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 

On a cold winter's night that was so deep 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel! 
 

2 They looked up and saw a star 

Shining in the east beyond them far 

And to the earth it gave great light 

And so it continued both day and night 
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Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel! 

 

3 And by the light of that same star 

Three Wise men came from country far 

To seek for a King was their intent 

And to follow the star wherever it went 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel! 

 

4 This star drew nigh to the northwest 

O'er Bethlehem it took its rest 

And there it did both stop and stay 

Right o'er the place where Jesus lay 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel! 

 

 

5 Then entered in those Wise men three 

Fell reverently upon their knee 

And offered there in His presence 

Their gold and myrrh and frankincense 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the kind of Israel! 

 

6 Then let us all with one accord 

Sing praises to our heavenly Lord 

That hath made heaven and earth of 

nought 

And with his blood mankind has bought 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel! 

*BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN                            Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                           LSB#380 

 

 

 

 

                     


