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THE PRELUDE
Loberger
OPENING HYMN:

O Come All Ye Children

THE INVOCATION
P
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C
Amen.
*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
C
Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 7:13-17
13
And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you
weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and
honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the boy knows
how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be
deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father’s house
such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of
Assyria.”
SECOND READING: Revelation 22:12-16
1

12

Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay everyone for what
he has done. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the
end.” 14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of
life and that they may enter the city by the gates. 15Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the
sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices
falsehood. 16“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches.
I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”

*HOLY GOSPEL: John 8:48-58
P
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.
C
Glory to You, O Lord.
The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a
demon?” 49Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor
me. 50Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51Truly,
truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 52The Jews said to him,
“Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If
anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ 53Are you greater than our father Abraham,
who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 54Jesus answered,
“If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say,
‘He is our God.’ 55But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not
know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. 56Your father
Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57So the Jews said to
him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”
48

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
*NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men
and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who
spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I
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acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
SERMON HYMN

From Heaven Above to Earth I Come
Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled,
Within my heart, that it may be
A quiet chamber kept for Thee.
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SERMON

OFFERING
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
*LORDS PRAYER [Tune: Midnight Clear]
Our Father, Lord in heav’n’s high throne,
Most holy be Your name.
Your kingdom come. Your will be done
One earth in heav’n the same.
Give us this day the food we need;
Forgiven may we be;
Into temptation do no lead;
From evil set us free
Yours is the kingdom; unto You
In grateful love we bow;
And Yours the pow’r; Lord, let us view
Your mighty presence now
The glory Yours, Your praise be sung
Through-out the world again
In ev’ry land, by ev’ry tongue
For-ever-more, Amen!
*HOLY COMMUNION
[Tune: I Heard the Bells]
C
The night Lord Jesus was betrayed
He took the bread, and when He’d prayed,
He broke and gave them of the bread
And unto His desciples said:
P “Take and eat; this is My body which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
C Then, when the sacred meal was o’er,
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Our blessed Savior spoke once more:
He offered thanks, and lifted up,
To give to all, the blessed cup:
P “Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament of My blood which is shed for you
for the remission of sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen
COMMUNION HYMN
As Each Happy Christmas

*BENEDICTION
P
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with His favor and give you His peace.
C
Amen.
CLOSING SONG:

4

Joy to the World
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