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Easter Sunday Choir Practice: Due to the concern of CoVid 19, choir
practice has been cancelled indefinitely.
Please Note: Lenten Soup Suppers, Palm Sunday Brunch and Polka
Service are cancelled at this time.
Board of Education is looking to try something new for Vacation Bible
School this year. We are looking to create a committee of individuals that
would be interested in volunteering to organize and teach Vacation Bible
School. If interested, please email Shelly Piesler at
shellypiesler13@gmail.com. Thank you in advance for volunteering!
If you aren’t receiving emails from St. John but would like to be included in
email updates regarding the virus and how it is impacting worship services,
please send your email address to the church secretary at
stjohnlux@centurylink.net and they will add your name to the list.
Secretary Hours for the week of March 29: Due to COVID 19, Secretary hours will
vary for the time being. The church voice mail system will continue to be monitored,
and calls will be returned as soon as possible. Please call (920) 845-5250 to leave a
message for a church secretary or feel free to send an email:
stjohnlux@centurylink.net. To contact a church secretary directly: Candy Ph: (920) 6060903 / Sue Ph: (920) 255-2186. To contact Pastor Brewer directly: Cell at (920) 5361041 or via email: brewercj@centurytel.net.

Update from Pastor Brewer regarding Coronavirus
Dear St. John Lutheran Members,
Over the last week we have experienced rapid change in how we can conduct
corporate worship services at St. John because of the CoVid 19 virus. We
have tried to keep you informed of the necessary changes we had to make in
order to meet the guidelines that have been ordered by our state and federal
government while at the same time attempting to gather together in some way
to hear God’s Word through email, the church’s website www.stjohnlux.com,
and on the church’s Facebook page. We realize not all of you have access to
these modes of communication and so that is why we are mailing you this
letter.
If you do have an email address and have not received an email from the
church so far, please email the secretaries at stjohnlux@centurylink.net and
ask to be added to the email list so that we can update your contact
information and include you in future emails.

With the state and federal restrictions on public gatherings and out of respect
to the health of our community, we will not have in person church services until
these restrictions are lifted. The elder’s of our congregation have decided to
cancel our Wednesday evening Lenten services and will only offer a streaming
service at 8am Sunday mornings. You will be able to watch and participate in
that service live at 8am on the church’s Facebook site, or you can watch a
recording of the service after 9am on the sermon and Facebook Live tabs of
the church’s website www.stjohnlux.com. We will not be streaming the
separate services at 10:30 or on Monday night since you can watch the
recorded service instead. I will try to have a Lenten devotion on Facebook and
the website in place of the Lenten services.
Our next communion service will be Palm Sunday. The polka service and
brunch have both been cancelled because of the restrictions. After much
deliberation with the Elders of the church we have decided to encourage those
who are able to watch the services at home to at the appropriate time in the
service have some type of unleavened bread, such as crackers, tortillas, pita
bread, etc., and wine or grape juice out for each member of the family. I will
speak the Words of Institution and will encourage you to speak the same
Words of Institution at home over the elements that you are going to use, and
then we will all commune together in mind but not in body. I realize that this
method of communion is not the preferred way, but it was the safest way we
could come up with that had the least danger of transmitting the virus to others
and still allow us to take communion. I don’t have any special powers that
turns the elements into Christ’s body and blood. It is the grace and power of
Christ that does this. After this situation is over, we will go back to our regular
way of doing Communion, but we’re trying to do the best we can in the
situation.
On a practical note to keep the church going we are also bringing back online
giving so that people can support the church through this time of
upheaval. You can currently download an app for you phone called GivePlus
and we will soon have a link on our website for the online giving as well. You
can also mail in offerings if you prefer. I realize a lot of people are being
impacted financially by this crisis, I’m just putting this information out there if
you are in a position that you can still do offerings at this time.
I have added to the website and our Facebook page a daily devotion called
Five Minutes of Hope to just refocus us on the cross in the midst of this crisis
and try to help combat the sense of panic that can set in from it. Please
encourage each other as much as you can throughout these times. If you
know of a member who doesn’t have email or access to the internet please call
them and let them know what we are doing and possibly invite them over to
watch with you if you can.
Throughout these times please feel free to call me on my cell phone at
9205361041 or email me at this email. I’m praying for all of you.
Your brother in Christ,
Pastor Brewer

