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When you think of death or the end of the world what comes to mind? I’m
guessing that these topics bring up feelings of fear and scary images come to
mind. Now you might be asking yourself why the heck pastor is talking about
them in his newsletter article. November is the end of the church year and
our readings deal with the eschaton, or the end times. So why is there so
much fear concerning these topics. I’m guessing that part of it has to do with
the fact that Christians are tempted to try to scare people into believing in God
on a regular basis thinking that this is the best approach to convince people to
believe. Another reason is because these things are so alien to our normal
human experience, death is not meant to be part of this life by our God nor
was this world meant to end. Sin broke all that though.
So what does God’s Word say about these topics, well two of the most
enlightening texts come from Paul’s epistle letters. One is from 1
Thessalonians 4:13-17 where he says, “13 But we do not want you to be
uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as
others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have
fallen asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we
who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those
who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven
with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of
the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are
alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.”
The other text is from 1 Corinthians 15:51-57: “51 Behold! I tell you a mystery.
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the
dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 For this
perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put
on immortality. 54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the
mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:
“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 55 “O death, where is your victory? O
death, where is your sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin
is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.

What do you notice about how God inspired Paul to speak concerning death and the end times to believers
and unbelievers through His Word? How does this Word inform us to speak today the same message to the
people both in God’s visible and invisible Church, and to those outside of the Church? Hope. We are
messengers of Hope, and a specific Hope, namely Jesus Christ crucified and risen. There is no other answer
under the sun to sin, death and devil but Christ alone.
Yet everyday death and the end are handled very differently by well meaning believers in an attempt to scare
the sin and devil out of people. The only thing that can and has overcome sin, death and the devil is Christ
alone. Don’t take my word for it, listen to what the writer to the Hebrews wrote in Hebrews 13:8-16, 20-21, “8
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 9 Do not be led away by diverse and strange
teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, which have not benefited those
devoted to them. 10 We have an altar from which those who serve the tent[a] have no right to eat. 11 For the
bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy places by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are
burned outside the camp. 12 So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his
own blood. 13 Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he endured. 14 For here we
have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come. 15 Through him then let us continually offer up a
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. 16 Do not neglect to do good and
to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 20 Now may the God of peace who brought
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21
equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight,
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.
Please don’t misunderstand me, I am not saying that the message of Christ will never strike fear into the hearts
of the hearer, but our message should first and foremost point people to the Light who has come into the world
to save us from the darkness of sin, death and the devil.
 In Christ, Pastor Brewer

Saturday, November 10

My Time! Do you know someone who struggles with
addiction (abuse of alcohol, drugs or prescription pills)
or mental illness? Is this negatively affecting your life?
Join others who are also dealing with the same issues
My Time – A support group meeting for parents,
spouses, adult children and friends of loved ones with
addiction or mental illness. The group meets on
Tuesday evenings at 7pm. Mark your calendars!
Chester Marcol, former Green Bay Packer player,
will speak on his addiction to drugs and alcohol and
his struggle to overcome his addiction. Chester also
has a book out called “Alive and Kicking; My Journey
through Football, Addiction and Life”. Chester will
speak on November 6 at 7pm. The event is free and
open to the public.
Help us decorate the Sanctuary for the celebration
of Advent and the birth of Jesus! We are accepting
monetary donations toward the Red Poinsettia
Christmas Fund. Your donations may be dedicated in
memory of, honor of, or celebration of anyone or the
donation can remain anonymous. Please be sure to
designate your wishes. There is a basket with
envelopes and donation forms in the Narthex. Place
the donation form along with your check (made
payable to St. John Lutheran Church) in the envelope
nd
and return no later than December 2 . All completed
donation forms must be placed in the locked
mailbox slot outside of the church office. You can
th
take your poinsettia home after January 6 . Questions:
Contact Jean Loberger at 920-536-1226 or Lindsay
Bourgo at lindsay314@uwalumni.com or (219) 2468275.
We are preparing for our yearly Church Council
Elections and are looking for parish members who are
interested in serving on one of the council boards. If
you or someone you know would be interested in
being a council member or you have questions about
being a council member, Contact Pastor Brewer or the
church office. Thank you for giving this opportunity
prayerful consideration.
Pick the perfect gift with Scrip! It's time to start
tackling that holiday gift list. Scrip gift cards don't just
make good presents; they're also perfect to use when
buying gifts this Christmas season. Check out what gift
cards we currently have in inventory – or place an
order for one and it will be here the following week.
SCRIP is sold Sunday mornings or contact Deb
Vandenberg for more information.

Grief Share: The session began here at St. John’s on
Tuesday, October16, and will continue through December 18.
This series is being held during the day, 10:30-11:30 am.
Anyone can join the group at any time, those interested do
not have to be present at the first session. Grief Share is for
anyone who has suffered a loss whether recently or in years
past. There is no time limit on grief. Feel free to bring
someone with you for support, it can be very difficult to come
by yourself. All participants and information shared remain
confidential within the group. Interested in Grief Share but
can’t come during day time hours due to work schedule or
other commitments? Other dates and times can be set up.
For questions, call Norene Giese at 920-609-2716.
Operation Christmas Child: St. John is collecting for
Operation Christmas Child again this year. Item collection will
take place now thru November 11. Last year we collected 100
boxes – this year our goal is 150!
Want to pack a box?
 Help yourself to a shoe box (available in the Narthex).
 Grab a label and tape it to your box (Boy or Girl)
 Return packed boxes to the church office before
th
November 11
Donations are also welcome!
 Hygiene items (no toothpaste)
 School supplies
 Toys: Cars, Yo-yo’s etc.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Church Council Meeting – October 17, 2018
Members present: Pastor Brewer, Craig Van Pay, Rob Funk, Norene Giese, Jenny DeGrave, Chris Hanmann,
Dan DeGrave, Marv Perleberg, Wendy Havel, Marilyn Mueller, Ann Reckelberg, Lloyd Loberger, Nancy
Loberger
Pastor Brewer opened the meeting with prayer.
Minutes of the last meeting were reviewed. Motion to approve the minutes was made by Dan DeGrave.
Seconded by Marilyn Mueller. Motion carried.
Pastor reported that Lauren VanDenBerg transferred in from Cedar Rapids, IA.
Rob Funk provided the budget for January 1 through September 30, 2018:
 Church Revenue - $223,442
 Total Expenses - $186,766
 Total Assets - $229,718
 Difference minus Operating Expenses = $24,043
Elders –
 The annual meeting has taken place with Jessica Brewer.
 Discussion regarding Christ of the Bay Church.
 Elders will be meeting with Amy VanPay, wife of Vicar Craig Van Pay.
Trustees – No meeting since the last Council meeting.
Stewardship Committee –
 The Blood Drive in September was a success.
 No meeting since the last Council meeting.
Board of Education – nothing to report this month.
Evangelism Committee – Meeting coming up.
Old Business:
 Christ of the Bay has voted to work with Our Savior Lutheran Church. They are looking at possibly
dissolving their church and may sell the site.
 Future Needs Assessment – Boards should continue to look at needs for the budget.
New Business:
 Marv Perleberg shared the church was approached to take over care of the church cemetery from the
Cemetery Association. The present budget for the cemetery is $1,500 which covers lawn cutting and
maintenance. The budget was increased to $1,500 for 2018 from $500. Repairs and painting needs to
be done on the fence, many of the older headstones are damaged and should be repaired, and there



are many stones in the lawn which makes it difficult for grass cutting. Pastor will find out from the
District office what needs to take place if the Association is dissolved. The Church by-laws may need to
be revised. The deed will be checked to verify ownership of the cemetery. It was suggested that a list
be prepared what needs to be done and then decide the next step.
Budget – the following recommendations were made for the 2019 budget:
 Pastor’s salary will increase to $70,000 along with benefits appropriate with the increase.
Increases will take place for Treasurer to $3,500, Secretary to $12/hour with an additional four
hours each week, Custodian to $5,000 and Organist to $7,500.
 The Church Ground account was increased to $4,500 and the Miscellaneous account was
increased to $2,100.
 Building Improvements account was left as is but will bring information to the Voter’s meeting
to make a decision regarding replacing one of the heating exchanges.
 The 2:47 Network account of $5,000 was eliminated as our congregation is no longer looking at
church plants and will instead concentrate on the outreach activities taking place.
 The Pastoral Training account was reduced to $18,000. Vicar Van Pay will begin to receive a
salary along with benefits.

Nancy Loberger moved to present the proposed 2019 budget to the Voter’s meeting on October 28. Ann
Reckelberg seconded. Motion carried.
The next Council Meeting will be Wednesday, November 28, 2018, 7:00 p.m.
Rob Funk moved to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Dan DeGrave. Motion carried.
Closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Norene Giese
Council Secretary

